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On the waterfront

Come spring, tho snowbirds migrate for as few short weeks to tho
warmer climates of lhe Soull. Gim of the maln attractions ts Daytens
Beach, Fla. It seems to have everythlng

— sun, sand, surf and fun .

But (here's more o this warm “wonderland.” Find out on

* %10

_ David Marion's loft studio reflccts a true Bohemian artist's lifestyle.

Photos by JIM RIDER/statt photogrepher

Jotf Hale’s “future relics” arc croated by smashing wheel-

Discarded ilems bocome
works of art in the hands of
artist Albert Young.

thrown, Bisque fired pots and then gluelng them back togoth-

er.

In search of a ‘loft-y’ lifestyle

~ - .
By Carol Axizlan sistérs who live In the "burbs are real impressed 18 of the large classrooms — for $250 a month ¢ach  paration called St. Charles Common Ground of the
statf writor . with my place.” — and already has o waiting list of nearly 20 appll-  Arts.

David Marion's loft/studlo Is a picture of Bobeml-
an bliss.

A frayed band-me-down couch, antique coffee
table and 1950s art deco chalr rest on the

Nat all suburbanitcs would envy Marlon's life-
style. But artists dream of living in New
York-style lofts — far from cookie-cutter subdivi-
slons and strip malls,

.

floor. A jungle of plants lines the large windows.
Blue jeans and a leather jacket hang from fluore-
scent lghts. A Mexican blanket shields sunilght in
one part of the room. A delapldated picole table
serves as a dining area. .
- And, an 8-foot-tall sculpture, reminiscent of the
anthropomorphlc plant ln the flim, “Little Shop of
Horrors,” towers like a skyscraper in the middle of
his {nner cily pad. "
g " aal

Marion, 25, a former Bloomileld Hills resldent. “My

They fantasize about renting ive, roomy
studios and apartments that allow them to work and
play — and make a mess without worrying about
what the nelghbors will think.

SEVERAL suburban Detrolt artists have made
this drears a reality, They've packed up thelr be-
longings and moved downtown -~ fo a 30,000
square-foot Catholle school bullding in the West Vil-
laga near Iedlan Village,

Sue Wearick, formerly of Oak Park, bought the
bulldfng a little over a year ago. She rented out all

cants,

T heard the church (St. Charles Cathollc) was
golng to tear down the school, but they apparently
couldn't come up with the $68,300 to do that,” Wen-
rick explained.

She took onc look at it and purchased it for
$40,000, “It was a steal,” she said.

Wenrick belleves her timing Is right on target.
“This is a hot development arca {near Harbor Tawn
and Belle Isle) It will bring In more people with
money to buy art.”

Similar artist colonfes are cropping up io Eastern
Market, the Woodbridge area and an Jefferson near
Belle Isle, Wenrick noted.

She's jn the process of setting up a non-proflt cor-

“The artists will lease space from me and partici-
pate in getting loans and foundation grants,” said
Wenrtick, a former membér of Common Ground for
the Arts In the Cass Corridor. “We'll eventually jury
;aew artlsts who come In and also functlon as a gal-

ery. Jo

A grand opening for the artisis cooperative s
planned 69 p.m. Saturday, April 29, at the St
Charles school building, Baldwin and St. Paul jn De-
trolt. A party follows.

WENRICK hopes to restore the exterior of the
building and create a park and sculpture garden in
the surrounding vacant lots.
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Warp Factor

Karlos Bamney

FARMER PETE's

ONEERTILIZED

By Brian Lysaght
sialf wrilor

John Queen.”

of a class project that was. .
Just 1ike [t syas supposed to be.
Jelirey, u third-year

of a zchool photographie prof
*“1.will try to clovate

At school, they called Julie Jeffrey the “Porta-

They made rotten jokes and bad puns, all because
. well . . . creative,

student at Center for Cre-
alive Studles, took the portable tollet as the

the P oria-Joh to & higher

subject

Finding picture perfect potties

level of importance PortaJoha as art," Jelirey -
wrote In an essay, I want the viewer to concen-
trate on the shape, form and color of each Porta-
Jobn, thas reallzing the sculptural qualities of the
structure.”

The 23-year-old {lne arts photographer {rom
Huntingtan Woods spent sbout four months search.
ing ot and photographlng portable toilets. She toak
photographs In Plymouth, Detrelt and along the
construction zone of tha 1-696 freeway In Oakland

County.

She said she found 1t duficalt to explaia to con-
struction workers what exactly she was dolng. The
workers were natured but skeptical, she sald.

To them, a Porta~Joba aln't art.

. ANT EMANUELE/e2sft photographer
a3 =7t Inatend of & functional struc-
ture.” Her work drew somo stares, she
eald.

Juite Jelirsy, at swudent at the Center
fro Creative Studics sought to “force
tho viever to 1ook at the Porta-fohn

"'s embax;saslng enough WEU\BU( having to
advertise my problom to the whols world.”
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