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The Chenille
Sietors include
Grace Morand,
Connie Huber
and Cheryl
Dawdy. 3

Chenille Sisters mix a touch
of humor ar;g! tight harmony

By Larry O'Connor
slaff writor

A Barble doll with suctlon cups, 2
kitchen plunger, an acoustic gultar
and theee lovely volces in perfect
harmony.

Only The Chenille Sisters.

Obviously, the gultar would scem
to’be appropriate for a singing trio.
But the doll and the plunger, you
ask?

Well, standard equipment for a
musical group who can make a per-
gon listen and laugh when it settles
into its "gooly groove.”

The clothes are the first hint. The
Chienliles’ attire resembles the dubi-
ouis winners of a resale store shop-
plog spree.

“Then there are the songs, like the
onie about the jiited lover whose boy-
friend makes off with everything but

out the plunger to
horn. The humor s
gonesque in style. Lb

Comediennes, yes, buthe music is
what makes It swing. ’

“People like that tigh barmony,”
sald Morand, who Is a hirdresser by
day. “That’s the thing tht sellsit.”

SELLS IT to the poid The Chen-
ille Sisters are recelvig fan mail
from as far away as . Their

tate a jarz
e Wobe-

latest album, “At Hom} With the
Chenllle Slsters," is al
second pressing and thi group re-
celves favorable mvl:vj wherever
it performs.

'

One of the reasons'for dat ls peo-
ple can feel darn right hmey at a
Chenlile Sisters show. that's
missipg is the camplire and the
marsbmallk

and children,

Once the Chenilles launched into
the first song, the audlence was all
cars and laughs. Delightful, amusiog
and certalnly entertalning — the
Chenilles appeal to all ages.

Tha trio has that effect on most
listeners, whether in suils and tles ov
suited to be tied at a smokey pub.

But behlnd the light-hearted man-
ner of the onstage presentation, this
is a group Intent on making The
Chenllle Sisters a natiopal entity.

“It's a lot of methodical thinking
and work,” Morand sald. “A lot of
people think that it just falls into our
lap, but we work at it. We're always
a couple of years ahead -in our

minds.’

When they atarted oot four years
ago, The Chenllle Sisters’ goal was to
have thelr own album. They have
two of those now,

3
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Connie Huber and Morand would
perform during happy bour at one
‘Ann Arbor club. Cheryl Dawdy made
::na polnt to be there every “Thurs-

Y.

“We did thls Aretha Franklin tune
where Grace was Aretha and Iwasa
Pip,” sald Huber, who Is & speech
pathologist. “You can't just have one
Pip. So we grabbed Cheryl out of the
ﬁ.eeoe and sald, ‘you have to do

Eventually, Morand and Huber
quit their band and had Dawdy jola
them. Together, they played at a
{riend’s re=taurant, From there, the
quickly became one of the
sought after musical scts in the
area,

Fun is the essence of thelr exis-
tence. Slowly comedy began to find
its way Into the act. Members zaid
they didn’t set out to be differ=nt,
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@ LAUCKING HYENAS
Laughing Hyeaas il perform on Bon-

day, April 3, al the Bliod Pig, 208 S. Flrst,

:nn Arbor, For information, call

555,

© FRANY ALUISON

form on Tuesday, Apell 4, at ha Blisd
Pig, 208 5, First, Ann Arbor. For lnfcr-
matlon, call §96-9555.

© THE BANGLES .

‘The Bangles will perform with special
guests, House of Freaks, at 8 p.m. Tues-
day, April 4, at the Fox Theatre la Do~
trolt. Tickets aro $18.80. For lnforme-
tioo, call 567-8000. N

© GRATEFUL DEAD
The Gratefa) Dead will pesform at 7

at Crisler Arena In Ann Arbor.
are $18.50, For informatics, call 763
TKTS. .

© REM.

R.EM. will performn at 8 pm. Wedoes-
day, April 5, at Cobo Arena [n Detrolt.
Reserved seats are $13.50, For Informa.
tlon, eall $3-MUSIC.

© FLASHBACK

Flash Back will perform on Wednes-
day, April 5, at tha Blind Pig, 208 5. First,
A;“s Arbar. For Information, call 956-
8555,

® 3-DINVISIBLES )

The 3D Invisibles will perform oo
Thursday, April 6, at 3-D Dance Clud,
Main Street, north ¢f 13 Mile, Royal Gsk.
For Information, call $85-3344. They also
wiil perform wilh Raocs

Killers, oo Satarday, Aprll 8, at Ham-
tramek Pub, 2043 Caniff, off 1-75. For -
‘ormation, call 365-9780.

© JAMES

GLASS
Jumes Glaxs Blues Jam Sezslon will
take place ou Thursday, Apeil 6, at Jame-
2c9's, 1812 N, Maln, Royal Oak. Por io-
formatlon, call 547-8470.

@ CUPPA JOE
Cuppa Joe will perform along with spo-
clal guest, Jow) Baby, oo Thursday, April

. ugglers
Satuday, Apeil 8, st Paychock's Loznge,
2932 Codldf, off m’&‘mm Hamo-

6, at Paychock’s Lousge, 2032 Caolit, off -
Jas. Campay, Hamiramck. For informa-3
tion, call §72-8934. .

© GO-DETWEENS

The Go-Betwoens will perform with
pecial guests, Abonse, ou Friday, April
7, at Ssist Andrews Hall, 431 E, Coo-
gress, Detrolt. For information, call 961~
MELT.

@ SUGAR BIKOTT

Sogar Minott will perform at 10 pru.
Friday, April 7, at Pullom's Place, 6001
Woodword, Deteolt. Tickets are §12.50 In
advance, $15 at the deor. For laforma-
lon, call 231-41L3.

w ANTLFAGHIOH

Antl-Feskion will perform ca Friday,
April 7, at the flamtramck Pub, 2048
Canlff, off 1-75. Pan the Siren will open,
For Informatlon, eall 365-2133.

© PRIVATE DRIVE

Private Drive will perform at 10 pao.
Friday, April 7, at Sully’s, 4758 Green- .
fleld, Dearborn. For lnformation, call |
846-5377. .

© THE QEAR v
‘Tha Gear will perform on Friday, April

7, at Stantey’s, 340 Pitt 5t, Windsor, For

informatioo, call 333- 3443,

® 1000 CRARES

1020 Cranes will perform on Friday,
April 7, at Pagebeck's Lounge, 2932 Can-
1f£, off Jos. Campau, Hamtramek. For -
formatlon, call 872-8934.

© BEE DICK RUN
See Dick Rm will perform on Friday
and Saturday, April 7-8, 21 Lii's 21, 2930~
Jucob, off Jos. Campau, Hamtramek For..
Injormation, call B75-6335.

@ JOHNNY ALLER

Jobnny Allen will perform Satmrda)
April 3, at Griff's Grill, 49 N. Sagiss:
Pontlac., For information, call 334-9292.

0 JUGCLERS AWD TTEvED
and Thieves will perform e

tramck. For Informaticn, call 8138330

La4iviz oz

Larg
founded In 1984 by bassist Tim
Sommer, the original idea for Hugo
Latgo was to create musle with two
bas guitars, a volce, and nothing
clse.

Sommer soon joined forces with .
gultarist/bassist Adam Peacock, vi-
olinlst Hahn Rowe, and performance
artist/vocalist Mimi Goese to forma
unique ensemble.

A demo tape seat to' REIL's M-
chael Stipe got the band a recordlng
seasion, which resulted in thelr first
EP “Drum” in 1987 {co-produced by
Stipe).

Now, with “Mettle,” Hugo Largo

al, mellowed out and
dreamy side of pop. This is musle not
meant for everyone — ce y not
a mainstream audience.

Rare accoustlc gultar/baas ar-
ratigements, a bit of the violin aod
Gobse's d vocals often make
for difficutt Matoning {Saspite the Ine
nate melfowness of it

. The primest example of (his Is the
very first track, “Turtle Song." The
songa opeas with Goesa the
following qualidler for worst art lyr-

) N

fce of all time: “That turtle could be’
a rock/In dlsguiss/Foollng every-
ohe/Only Indlans know how to tell/

They're
dirt and
me. ..

Maybe Goese was excited, but the
inteliigent lstener {(and = native
Americans everywhere) will not be

so smart/They touch the
feel it move/That excites

mp!

The rest of the album just mean-
ders along on a path that lacks
coherence. Maybe that's the whole
splrit. Who knows?

Agaln, the best word to describe
Mettlo” 1s surreal. This critic has
not hedrd anything quite like It sinca
s flrs th the Cocteau
Twins a few years back. The only
difference between the Twins and
Hugo Targo is that you can under-
b the lyrics.

Unfortunately, Largo’s lyrics
aren’t worth understandling, leaving
some limp background musle.

— Bob\Sa-dlcr

\

* ‘This is the third major label re-

lease from ihis Boston-based, quirky
and curlous quartet.

The Throwing Muses first com-
manded attestion when they were
,slgned by a British independent la-
bel, 4AD. .

On the strength of local under~
ground following, lots of critical ac-
¢lalm In the UK and a video, “Fish,"
which won &a American Film Inati-
tutoe grant, they signed to Sire
Records in 1987, °

{The band conslsts of three women
2id o> mas, with the zongwritiog
ey bung Kristia Hersh, who sings,
writes and plays guitar on most of
thelr w‘mrk. These 80DgY are Bo

head,

boogle by any means. They are 30ngs
that challenge a lstener to work at

them.

Despite the asserifons that this
record was stripped down to “make
a fécord that people coald listen to,”
the soags ure musically still densely

meshed and lyrically very obtuse.

et

Working a3 they are in {he zame
arenn as Pere Ubu. They are a band
that s not easlly liked. Criticilly,
they geperate ruch lades o8

the sllverware. Sings the trlo I per- lows. ; REM. will

fect harmony on “The Break-up”s At & recent performane for an  TODAY, THEYRE looking to thingsjust bappened that way. form W “59’-

“was It love, decr?/Was it even open house at Richardson Redia De-  1and a spot on “The Toanlght Show" “People come to the show, they on-
e/t ‘guess its the wearing sign n Livonls. the trio priormed or “Late Night With David Letter- ~3ay ‘O that's {rnay, * Huber seld, day at Ceho
blender Il miss the most.” before a diverse audlcncothat it~  man,” The formation of the group “But then they say, “Oh they're pret- Arona ln. De-

‘When Morand needs a little sound  cluded business umuvu‘ couples  eyolved from a friendship. ty good.’ * troit.
o s w o g von
MUSIC NOTES \ COLLEGE
Most Detrolt bands arc looking for ~ April 7, at Stanley's, which § at $40  giving the tune a spin {s Rick Ander-  Smoathles, Colorful Trauma, Instde , HEY folks over at the songs trpta
a few good places to play. Well some Pt St. For information, dll §33- 303, who “Contamination and  Qut, The Gear, Tbe Generals, Jug- RIF, why ot pull the L mnﬁv&ﬁ.ml:«o. azi"u“z‘m 5
new basecs are open. 3443, ¥ The show I heurd 7-8 glers and Thieves, Mr, X and Scott or Jethro Tull tunes once in - Wayne State University.
Two clubs in Royal Oak have re-  And speaking of The , the pm. Tuesdays on WORE-FM 90.3, Campbell. awhile and throw in a few more

. cently sl_an.ed offering new music, amiable threesome from ¥arren which is the student operated oo While Jocal bands moan and groan  songs off this compllatica? 1.*Live Fast, Die Young.” Efvia Mltler.
Jameson's and 3-D Dance Club. The way has two record releasebartles of Oakland Community College Orc-  (and in many cases, rightly so) about By tix way, praise is 2. “Punk Rock Glrl,” Dead Milkmen.
eriergence of the two places helps scheduled for Saturday, Apri}1s, at hard Lake Campus in Farmington the lack of radio play and media  doe.. a star on fts fore- 3. High] . Luaide Out.

1111 @ vold left-by the loss of Rerun's  Paycheck's Lounge in Hamfamck Hills. coverage, the Rick Andersons of the  head for plaging Ash Can Van Gogh's 4. “Fat," Violent Fenumes.
In Dearborn and 3rd Avenue Cafe in  and on Monday, April 17, & The  And speaking of Rick Anderson  world deserve praise. Thelr behind- test 30ngs, “No More S e R T
Royal Oak last yenr as places to see  Blind Pig n Ann Arbor. (notice how the flow of thought the-scenes efforts help keep the De-  “Just You Coming Agaln” 7. wcfﬁmwd
area bands. . “In the New Hitsville" Ly dfour- works here), he's busily workingon & troft music scene 's pulse beating. “Becavse of WRIF playing us,
Then there is The Beat n Ann Ar-  song EP and i3 a follow-up tdthelr compilation tope of Detrolt area  ThisBud's for you, Rick. we've been contacted by Atlantic 8, “Into the Grove(y).” Clecoae Yosth,
bar, which features new music on recent cassette “Don’t Let the bands. The tape was remastered at Compilation disc plug No, 2: “De- records, Geffen and Columbia,” sald 9, “Today Ia Smmmer,” 3k Maakzys.
Wednesdays and Th y8. Cat” Expect an LP from The Tem, | Studjos in Livonia and  troit’s Best” the CD and cassette Mary McGuire of Ash Can Van Gogh.  10. “Rissability,” osth. -
But wait, eh. There's more. Stan-  n the fall. should be ready for release later this  brought to you by WRIF-FM, is still Hey, bey, program dirertors else-
ley's, a long established alternative moath, Anderson tells us. A cassetts  available at record storcs. Tosre’s  Where. See bow tmportant 1t s for =
muslc venve In Windsor, bas started THE GEAR'S “Get Tw! " a release party Is set for May 5 ot  some nice cuts off this that definitely local bands to play there music once =
importing Detroit area bands for {lne number indeed, is receivingair- Paycheck’s Lounge in Hamtramek. make It worth buging. Also, proceeds  in awhlle. B
Friday nights. - play on alternative waves d Featured on the tape will be the  from the disc will go to Chlidren's La
The Gear will perform on Friday, the area. One local musie boater Orange Rooghles, The Dancing Hospital of Michigan. —Laryy O'Connor .
REVIEWS ok
L Lo SRR -
METTLE throwing muses Tho Batarcing
— Hugo Largo HUNKPAPA BEHIND B :
Can you say surreal boys and . -
Gan you sy ) CURTAINS
1thick you can. : — Throwing
£ fon ot peaken, he ot Muses Balancing Act
ing, from speakers, then Hugo —_— B
o0 ks tgrl;ou. A New York band use a anc ng c

Balancing

proudly. Except in this cnse, quirky
often means niurky,

and zooustie mel-

“odgy apd serene, exploratory and
ble, dark and "

Pretty beady stutf, ch?

Lyrically, they wander (nto Joyce-
jan, dreamlike terzitorics with Mnes
like “I have two heads/where's the
msn he's late/cpe burns oat's sky,
where's the man he's late/Fm the
two hexded, one free, cna sticky.”

Not quite sing-along stulf, but it
keeps you thinking. Whether you'll
like thiz LP, ard I veature to say,
this band, will depend on how much
you like to bo challenged by what

you listen to.
— Cormac Wright

ice
odies are at the forcront of “Cur
talns” (LRS) as this group trics to
man'polate the pop geare to Ia ad-
vantage. Tho Balancing Aet, howev-
cr, sppears to be on & nice merTy-go-
round ride (hat doesn’t stop to let vz

- ea

Comparizops stink. Dut U az2
were to put a flpger on the musicsl
enca of the Balancing Act, c23
might polnt to tha [olk-inflcenced
work of perhapa a Senls 234 Crefta.
There's n pott of emsy-booeno-
blowing-olf-tna-ocean Californta fect
to lhis album. Somethlag 2
doesat click. Mayde bresure (ils al-
thim Was $503 o Dot
5,

lagaing three

hours  behia

rhythm. Anydowr, eversthing bicodd

together and nothlag really stoals
out.

{

- crafted

oere

pighehiosatdiss
. arzronch weald seruaia:kand

One notable excepiion is the woll-
“Can You Get to That” .
which Is a cover of a Fumkadalle [
tune. There ©9 a nlee barmwny bere |
that rises shove the shuple voraly
that soem to bo tho bane of this al.
bum, Heck, there's evon £oma pass |,
sionhese.

Anstker fenturs of this tuns Is tbe
¢olt aconstic gulter opentitg frovide
ed by Wiilta drea, His wesk
cut this album Is corleinly Mnpees-
sive & it tends to Cover () pome
flawzia iz mesta, P

Saneriting (3 act a proddandia

vz Aok, There's ctetalndy. .-
sama vnllprae ave, Pacius:
tox “Valeatiaes Lost iniha Mall”

"he Balaiing AC wiaid 60 better™
wlth A fow lex karmontos und tresds
cnl testraments, 24 of which Gulter.
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