By Bob Sadlar
mdu viritor

Toe “Ciytopica” of comedy,

cr of The Improvisatfon and eo-
. ealled Unlted suu “father of com-
dy," deseribes it.

He 1 talking about thc Second An-
- nual Johnnle Walker National Come-
. dy Search, which brought a semifinal
competition to Chaplin's Comedy
 Club in Fraser on Thursday, A total

of 55 cornles vied for the elght final-

ist slots In the competltion, which
 alsa vislted Los Angeles, New York,

San Francisco, Boston, Chicago and -

' 10 olhcr citles,
The Detroft winner would recelve

to Los Angeles (o compete In the fi-
. pale. The Grand Prize winner, who
will be chosen Aptil 12 at The Los
Angeles Improvisation, receives
. $2,000 in cash, booklngs worth $5,000
* at Improvs acress the country, and
an appearance on the Improv's na-
Uonally sydicated television show,
With a plethora of prizes like that
and the possibility of making it big
in the ultra-competitive world of
comedy, you can understand why
Detrolt’s funniest were out in full
~ foree.
. “T've always wanted to be in com-
edy,” said Joyce Nader, 24, of Blr-
mingham. “l lmru:d dolng valces
when I was 1.

NADER’S COMEDIC credits in-
.clude a stint doing the 'voices of
. Princess Dl and Barbra Strelsand on
- the Dick Purtan show on WCZ2Y-FM,
work at Mark Rldley’s Comedy Cas-
tle and some opening slots for com-
v les llke Joe Bolster at Chaplin'a. She
. is a graduate of Cestral Michigan
Universlty and works during the day
'+ In the medla department of a local
advertising agency — comedy at the
beginning level docs not pay well.
Everyoue milllng about Chaplin's
_ that rnomlng, 1illing out tegi:lra(lon
"_cards and figuring out their best
. (wo-mlnule set, has the same goal.

", Nuder sald, “The key is to get people
. like Friedman to see you.”

Some comics had been traveling
. to more than ope semifinal clty in an
.. attempt to win that spot in the finnls.
Harry Artin of Southfield is one of
them. He narrowly the cut In
. New York and Boston, but was

detcrmlned to do it In Detroit.

That's how Budd Fricdman, feund- ‘
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Harry Artin of Southticid hao been travallng from ono samifinal city to another in an cﬂump! to
Walker Natlonal Comedy Scarch finals,

“I'm pennlless and living off my
{ather,” sald Ar{lin, 22,

He is a 1988 graduate of the Uni-
versity of Michigan, and has been se-
riously pursuing comedy slnce he
first got paid for it in August.

JENNIE MCNULTY, 26, of
Bloomfield Hills only started testlng
the comedic waters in October, but
has earned emcee/opener status at
the Holly Hotel in Holly and show-
cased (tried out for openlng slots) at
Chaplin‘s West last month. She has 2
master’s degree in kineslology — the
sclence of movement — and 1y em-
ployed as a research assistant at U-
M.

“Right now, woman comles are
In,” McNulty sald. “If you're funny,
they'll glve you a shot.” Her goal is
to slmply be able to make a living

COMEDY CLUBS

out of comedy.

Of the 55 comics competing for
clght stots in the evenlng's semifl-
nals, a small percentage are flring a
shot in the dardk. Not possessing a
great deal of experience, these cou-
rageous souls fust want to feel the
spotlight and see if they could be
funny ln public.

“I've done a couple of open mlke
nights and that's It," said Rich Hig-
ginbottom, 35, of Livonta. “I'm here
to give it a shot.”

Formerly a publle relalions pro-
fessional, Higginbottom.is a student-
teacher at Livonia Stevenson High
School and pursuing a teaching certi-
ficate at Eastera Michigan Unlveral-
ty. He once participated in a comedy
how-to seminar offered at Ridley's
Comedy Castle.

It Is gettlog close to showtime.

Each comedian has two minutes to
tmpress the judges, including Fried.
man and & few local and rcgloml
booking agents.

ONLY EIGHT advance to the eve-
ning’s competition, where they witi
bave up to 10 minutes with the same
Judges and a rapaclty crowd. They
are scored 1-13 each for the judge’s
overall Impresslon, their technlque
and matertal and audience response.

Higginbottom is No. 20 on the list.
He is now “in character,” using com-
edy terminology. Wearing a floure-
scent yellow leisure suit, white turt-
leneck and sllver peace slng chain,
just cail him “Johnny the Fabuloas,”

1 _lhcyju.n.ayNor‘

He s falrly satisficd witk bls per-
(mnc& *{.blew rov cow joke,
m-un. hn-'u!ng during

reak. -
‘ianlly czm.. l:x nL No 36. Her

" ‘opening bif 2bout 3oxes and his wife

win that spot in the Johnnin‘

“I was pretty nervous up there,
but I think that got me even more
pumped up,” Higginbottom sald lat-

er.

No. 21 Is Nader, onc of only eight
women in the competition. She is a
bit nervous, emphatically iciliag oo
one to speak to her doring the five
minutes preceding her  auditlon
Nader’s act showcuses her voices,
most notably an impression of Ellie
Mae from the “Beverly Hillbillles”

*I changed what I was dolng at the
last minute,” Nader sald afterward.

Artin is up two comlcs later, and
has the audience of his competitors
rollmg wilh n b.'u-rage of rbymmic

Las Vegas lounge lizard
naire, He gets up on stage and dou
two minutes of his pseudo-nightclub
act.

N guely
Steven erght. “I must be llke a

drug because when 1 go up to girls at
clubs and ask them to dance . . .

st the parting of the fled Sea got 8
deceat smatiering of applause, pro-
vidirg an early vele cf contidesce.

THE WAIT for the tabulation of

Joln a guarter final w
hours. Artin 1s among them.

ty are not

Nader is dlsappolnted Iar huzcl!
but bappy for Rnrry s al-

ways next year,” she zald.

McNulty is iz better spirits. When
asked if zhe'I return st year, a re-
ﬁoundlng “you bet” comes from her

ps.

chaoces have to be good In the oa-
finals becawte Heywood
Banks, a Detroiter, won it all last
year. Ten corics all delivering their
sure-flre stuff, znd watching the
laughter combust thronghout the

room. .
Artin is cighth. He takes a desp'
breath as he reaches the stage, grabs
the microphone and waits.
'n:: ‘audience (hinks he's too shaky lo
‘The rolk continues
"l‘m £0 evil that if tho devil keard
a record backwards, he'd bear my
voice."

“1 HATED my grade school The
kids over there used to always call
me nicknames. . ‘Hey Nicknanses,
come heret” ‘Hey Nickpames, your
mams's oalling woal™ -

“My first ences vrith religs
lo weren't that pocitive. My father
is an atheist, nnd be used io teach
me: ‘Here is tbe chureh, and there fs
the steeple, Open the dc:m. . .and
1t’s just a bunch of fingers’

Though the audlience respomso is
good, Artin did not placs in the top
two comics. Someone else will go for
the blg time i LA this

But don't be surprized I Artln,

Nader, McNulty or Higginbottom
find their way bark in 1099,

Because these “Oiymples™ don't
take place every four years.

Here are samelmina: of come-

" dy clubs in our area. To let us

know who iz epposTing ot pous

club, send us the information:

Comedy Listings, Observer & Ec-

centrie, 36251 Schooleraft, Livo-
nia 48150,

@ BEA'S COMEDY
Altaro  Shelton and Downtswn
Tony Brown will perform on Friday
-~ and Saturday, April 7-8, at Bea's
- Comedy Kilchen, 541 Lnrnud De-
. irolt. Showtimes are 8:0 p.m. and 11
" p.m. For information, calt 961-2581.

@ CHAPLIN'S EAST
Mark McCollum  wiil pear
Wednesday Satorday, April
58, at Chapnn'c East, 34244 Groes-
beck, . Showtlmes are 8:30
p., chnadny and Thursday and
8:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. Friday and
.:sgl y. Fprlnlomullon call 792-
02, -’

(] CHAPLIN’S WEST

Ben Creed will perform Tuesday
through Saturday, April 4-9, at Chap-
Uv's Weat, 16890 Telegraph Road,
south of Slx Mile, Detroit. For infor-
mation, call $33-8886.

&

ts 7:00

Idoal lor wnddlngu. dinnér dances & speclal

ctions In the Motro Detrolt area.
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® COMEDY SPORTZ

Comedy Sportx at the Hetdelburg
= kave tmprevicnticsa] comedy ot
8:30 pam. and 11 p.m. Fridey and
Saturday. The club is at 215 N. Main,
Ann Arbor. Showtimes are 8:30 p.m.
and 11 p.m. For rmwluons, call
995-8888.

@ HOLLY HOTEL '

Jeft Brannan will perform aleng
with guests, Richard Chasaler and
B} Nildebrandi on Thursday
through Saturday, Aprit 68, at the
Hul'y Hotel, 110 Battle Alley, Battle
Creck. For information, mll 634-
5208,

® JOEY'S

Richle Minervini - wlill per[orm
Wednesday through Saturday, April
548, at Jocy‘u Comedy Club, 38071
Plymouth, west of WaynelRoad,
Livonin. Showilmes are 3 p.m.
Wodnesday and Thursday and at B
pm. and 10'!0 p.m, Friday and Sat-
urday. Thursday {s no smoking night.
For lnlurmxnou, call 261-0555.

® MAINSTREET .
Steve ana Leo will perform oo
Friday through Sunday, April 7-9, at

nhy1 M&Mnravaﬂelryof bunthDJ.a. ]

Mainstreet Comedy Shoscase, Si4
E. Liberty, between Divislon and
Fifth, Aan Arbor, Showtimes gpre
8:30 pm. and 11 p.m. Tickets are
$13. For information, call 996-8080.

© SIRLAFF-ALOTS

Jeff Neiss will perform on Friday
and Saturday, April 7-8, at Slr Lafi-
Alots Comedy Club, 26745 Michigan
Ave, just east o Inkster Road, Ink-

ster. For infermatica, call 531-1225.

» COMEDY CASTLT

Kelly Monteith will appear Tues-
day through Saturday, Apcil 3-8, at
Mnrk Ridley's Camedy Castle, 2503
Woodward, Jey. Sh c3 are
8:30 p.m. Tueaday through Thursday
and 8:30 p.m. and 11 p.m. Friday and
Saturday. For reservations, call 542-
9900.

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

A public sorvice

MICHIGAN GROWS
STRONGER BY'
DEGREES.

SUPPORT )
HIGHER EDUCATION

of this and
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ERE STEAKS ARE SO TENDER,
YOU CAN CUT THEM WITH

pary ot fous of moreto KY
7 you reaty neod  knife, that' Srinr-int

Japanese Sieak House

FREE
>, BIRTHDAY
DINNER

A STICK,

the monln of AamL
FREE ] i e &5

Wayne State Univarsity.

Busmess Lunchm'n I‘pnclals

Beginning at
10 [Minuto Expreas Lunches

396

BANQUET CATERING FACILITIES
AVAILARLE

« 8howera » Boh {iitzvehe
< Byrect 100 stel

+ Spaghotti with

EARLY BIRD DIN!I\:G SPECIALS ;
Monday & Tuesday 4 p.m.-7 pm. . * 2

Msatauce..........34.95 1 4

*4.95

+ Lasagna

includes: Soup, Tossed Qardon Salad, Gardic Sticks

& BOB GULDYHWALY

Bob Goldihwalt will perform at
722 gy, Sendaw, April 9, #1 the Roy-
at Ozk Music Theatre. Tickets are
$17.50. For information, call S46-
7610.

© STEVEN WRIGHT
Steven Wright wili perform at §

pot lnmy. Appid ot e Pow-
er Center s Ann . Tor infor-
:nnﬁt-n. call 423-6666.

(-} SAHDRA BEHI\HARD

will pesform 2t 8
p. Salurd.ay, May 6, af the Power
Center §n Ann Arbor, Fhr informa-
tion. call §23-6£66.

Men, if you re about to turn

time to register with Selective Service
at any U.S. Post Office.

18, it’s

«1t’s quick. It S easy.
And it's the law.

w220

per persont
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Thg Wastin Hotal) 587-9600 ki g « Chicken Plcanti. ... 35.95 3 i oralmebalasiant
DEAD FBaIrIuna Conéf):r) gg“m Swisa Steak Jardenaire .. 5.95 I .
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Say Farewell to Winter
while our rates
are unseasonably low.

At Mission Nvint Resort, vou can cnjoy the outdoor heated pool,
hot tubs, tennis couns, exerciseTitness censier, and much
maore~all for one low package price. Our Farewell o Winter
padage includes:

* 2 nights deluxe accommodation
& weloome codkuail;
© Dreakfast buffet
and dinner daily;

e Round rip ferry
vice 1o and fion

* 3hou bicyele renwal, baggage handling,

el Sx2k vt M rali dueg Rt ekt

1800 8335583 -

MISHON
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- Louls ia competition ia a mauu of
Higginbottom, Nades aod MeNul-’

The material is turned up & toteh *
later that night. The Detroft winner’s -
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