Day at ‘beach’

Between the moving cars and the boardwzlk of Dayto
back and sometimes on the car roof,
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ing traved edilor Here Is the scene on a typical
e when Lhe beach

.. You've never soen a beach like
this one, not unless yon have been to
spriog break at Daytona Beach.
Even if you attended The Blg Party
in earlicr years, you haven't seen a
beach quite like this, because the
Daytona Beach Marriott opened in a
glamorous spread of plok and green
above the boardwalk recently.

The world's most famous beach

abd T-ablrt shops.

skend
1s pot overrun by 100,000 college stu-
dents:

THE SEA rolls in (o a thin white
live of surf; a few bathers splash at
the edge. Seagulls sit in wet sand
that the tide is leaving behind, shar-
ing thls pristine part of the 500-foot-
wide beach with a few sunbathers.

Above the tide line, two rows of
motor vehicles move constantly
back and forth in siow motion —
cars, vans, beach blkes, motorcycles,
three-wheclers, open trucks full of
golden-halred beach boys, an lce
crearn iruck, an occasional semi-
traller driving to its designated spot
as a hot dog or blke rental .

The “road” s just a strip of the

Supporters of the say
It will be good for everybody to ups-
cale the beach strip and replace old
bumper car parlors with modern
theme park-style entertainment cen-
tel

TS,

Other people worry that all this
new fangled good taate may spoil the
wonderfully honky-tonk atmosphere,
especlally when somcbody cven
hints at the idea of banning cars
from the beach., Beach wheels go
back to horse and buggy days, al-
though those turn-of-the-century
tourists would never recognize the
spectacle you see today.

Xf you only soe Daytona Beach on
television during spring break, you
might think of it as wall-to-wall bod-
ies instead of shining sea and wlde
sand beach separated by a board-

thed ‘every morning by

- beach,
machlaes, marked here and there by

road signs that read “Speed Limit 10
mph”

Botween the moving cars and the
boardwath -~ it's made of concrate
now, but they still call it the board-
walk — Is a single row ol cars
parked dawn to dusk on the beach,
with sunbathers streiched out en
towels front and back, and some-
times on the car rool,

A coople diligently digs a sand
grave In which to bury a friend to
the neck, A man sprends a bag of
cheese chips for the scagulls, who
make a riot of nolse near steps lead-
ing to the boardwalk.

Music blares from speakers
placed on car rools. Glrls in string
bikints go by, flesh flashing. Three

na Boach-is a single row of cara parked dawn to-dusk on the beach,

surfers carry their boards to the sca.

‘That scene has been played on the
beach for ycars, but it Is changing
fast. Cars were allowed to drive up
and down the beach 21l pight wntil
the county took over and converted
the beach to a Volusia County park
in 1988.

NOW YOU must pay $3 to drve
past onc of the seven toll booths far
a cay on the beach, and your wheels
are only allowed to be there from
dawn to dusk.

You can imagine the furor {hat
caused among local people, eveh
though Lhey pay only $10 for an an-
nual pass, To understand the contro-
versy, you must go back a hundred
years, because cars have been part

did cars,

. Ransome Olds, the Chevrolet
brothers and race car drivers like
Sir }alcom Campbzll held spesd tel-
alx on the beach until they moved the
trials to the Utah salt flats in the
19303. Those pros left a Jot of car
enthusiasts behind them, and. they
were all racing at the southern end
of the island, near the lighthouse, af-
ter World War L.

The souped-up road cars would
race south down the two-lane high-
way to the lighthouse and north up
the beach to the finish line. That's
how the National Association for
Stock Car Auto Racing (NASCAR)

was born.
IN 1959, they built the Daytona In-
and took th

of this barrier island,
from the malnland by the Hallfax
River, for along time.

1f you jog the beach at dawn, it
looks as It must have looked to the
Indlans who lived here or to the
Spanish who built sugar plantations
near the coast in the 18th ceatury.

The hasch jteelf probably looks
the same as it did when the old
Ponce Inlet Lighthouse was bullt in
1887 at the south tip of the 23-mile-
long sand strip or when Henry
Flugler butit his famous raliway into
Ormond Beach, at the north end of
the beach, at the turn of the century.

Flagler brought Joha D. Rockefel-
ler and other wealthy Americans to
his hotel at Ormond Beach, and it
wasa't long before somebody noticed
that the {lne sand was packed hard
because of the constant roll of waves
over a nearly flat beach. Blcycles
didn't even leave tire marks, neither

]
races off the beach, which were real-
1y only firm enough to support race
cars during the long high tides of
winter.

Daytona Beach was a popular
famlly vacation site untl a new
“world" opened up nearby — Walt
Disneywarld in Orlando. According
{6 Mayor Larcy Reliy, Lisney gooci-
ated business for a while, but “Day-
tona Beach dldn’t keep up.” There
was a dry spell for 10 years untll the
Hollday Inn was built in 1986.

lots of olher beach

ks.
Kelley's dream Is an Ocean Walk,
stretching for severnl blocks along

ce on

o " . HAICKY JONES
with sunbathers stretched out on towels front and
. .

transition

the Atlantic from the landmark fish~
ing pier, past upscaled amusement
centers and new hotels like the Mar-
riott to Seahreeze Avenue, He hopes
to open an Omei Hotel oo one side of
the Marriott and a new suite hotel on
the other, with office/condo com-
plexes nearby and performing arts
in the stone bandshell built In a city
park beside the beach.

The bandshell and & restored stone
clock tower are in the “front yard”
of the Daytona Beach Marriott now.
The $47-mi'llon, 402-room luxury ho-
tel hope. w connoct the redevelop-
ment of the clity with the happy-go-
Tucky 1ife of the world's most famons

beack. -

Go to any social gathering and this
Is what you'll hear: “Beaches are for
people, ot cars” “You're erazy! I
they took the cars off the beach, it
would be just another beach!”

THE CITY administration leans
toward the “beaches are for people”
argument, but they don't intend to do
anything to stir up that horpet's nest

g2 state iaw 3
ach, so Daytena had
to pass a special ordinzace allowlng
it. Czia ruu over people and people
leve to suc, so the izurance problem
‘was horrific;, that's why the city gave
the beach to the county.

Optimists hope that there will bea
creative way to keep the car crowd
and the spring breakers and still go
on with the renaissance. Stay tuned.

Meantime, go have look at the
world's most famous beach. You've
never scen a beach quite llke this
one, and someday It may be history.

Accommodations,

It's more than

just sand, surf -

By Irle Sanderson Jones

contributing travel sditor
Tf you love race cars, the Daytona
International Speedway, a 455-acre
tract. with a 180-acre infield, has
1,000 seats and is the largest in the
state, It annually hosts 25 types of
racing events. g )
1 attended the, 24-hour Sunbank
race in February and learned what
race-goers have long known — some
- of the best activity is off the trackl
People buy parking space for camp-
ors and other vehicles in tho infield
andpartyallpight. | < I
The specd weeks srero-In Febru:
ary, and motorcycle week took over
the town in March, Tho Pepsl 400
runs July 1 weekend, The Daytona *
Pro-Am Motercyblo Races ard inOc-,
Olgmples 1o D&}

Y

% 300 for spadad
;’?T ‘j}‘bo_ faclliited
¢'edipt raca -ghys and
days when th¥ track is reated for-
testing. The §1 teur (idds 11 and un-
der free} glves you a mini-vas ride
around the speedseay and aloag pit
- road. Call 253-6711.
. Tho Blrthplaca of Speed Muzeum
‘s in Ormond Beach and glves yoo a
gitmpse of tha rola that the srea
‘played in tho developmeht of the au-
‘tomobile and in car raclng. Check
-out the Stanley Steatmer. Call g7~

5037,
CAR RACING is not the only ee-

[

tlyity in town. There is a marvelous
state park In the northern corner of
Volusia County where you can hike,
canoe, fish and otherwise play amid
natural forests, While youre up
there, go to the Bulow Creek historie
site for a walk through the rulns of -
an old sugar mill, but mostly to see
the alligators swim Lbrough the pal-
Troetto swamps.

There s also a suger miil ruin
south of Daytona Beach. Sugar Miil
Gardens was briefly a theme park,
-80 you'll find a few plaster dinosaura
there, too! You cin keep golng south

- od the Tnatnland through 26 miles'of -

- Canaveral Natlongl Scashore to the
launch pads of the Kennedy Space
‘ Cenfer. - - N .

3] 7;m 1ike slghtscelng, g0 to the
i) fens

£ ohn D,
‘winter homs In Ormond, Beach, and |

“to’ the, sronderful Musein-of Arts.
‘and Sclences 1n Daytota Beach, The
.rmuseurn has a collectlon of Cuban
“art donated by Jumn Hatista, who
zottled 1o Daytonz after Castro
threw him out of Cuba. T

- By next year, a brand new harbor
project, {ull of marinas, restauranta
and other attractions, will bs opera-

has ~HOE Io Daytona Beach, .

For lnformation on Daytcaa

ct Deatlnation Daytons,

Beach, conts:

P.0. Box 2775, 128 E. Orange Ave,,
Daytonz Beach, Fla, 32018, or tele-
phone toll-free (800) 834-1534.

The Day Intornati p tly hoste 25 types
of racing ovents, including the 24-hour Sunbank race In Fobru-
ary. . -

MICKY JONES

eateries plentiful
along the ‘beach’ -

By lris Gandsrson Jones
contributing travel editor

There are more than 18,000 rooms
In the Daytona Beach Resort Area,
&0 call Destination Daytona toll-free
at (600) 854-1234 and explore the bo-
tels and motels ranging for miles

‘ norts and south.along the beach.

Cheek to be sure the botel Is actually

- on' tho beach, if that's what you

want. .
1t you want to stay at the newest
the best, the Daytona Beach
Marriott participates in all of {hoss
speclal weekends and discoants that
Marriott advertises nztionwide.

The honeymoon packege Is $205
plus tax for two nights, champague,
breakfast and one dinner for two.
(;3“ toll frea {300) 228-9290.

} Or ask sbout one'of the hotela with

Tficlency sultes, Chock cut a condo

south of- Daytons Beach in the

Shores, or one north w Ormond

Beach, Rent-a-conds can also ba

reached toll-free at (800) 374-8324.
You can also reit a house on tho,

beach.
Check out somo of these restan-

2ants:

.1 liked the menu and setting in an
historic restored bed-and-breakfast
house rather grandloscly called the
St. Regls Hotel on Seabreexe Bonle-
vard, Thie hote] part wos full, so I
didn't scs the reoms.

THERE ARE two restaurants on
the Halifax River, which separates
what they call “the peoinsula” and
beach community from the maln-
land. Sweetwaters |3 a blg white
clapboard place with verandas over-
looking the river, Aunt Catfish's is &
small informal place nearby (check
out the cheese grits) Both are
l;«:ldmuly priced and specialize in

00d.

Sinhad's on the river and the Oy-
ster Dock across the road beslde the
Dunlawton Bridge are both popular,
Folks love Blackbeard's in Wilbur
and three places dovn pear the lght-
house — Fisherman's Wharf, Inland
Haorbor and Grill and the White
House Landlog.

Ask any spting break veteran and
hel tell you obout Poarod's in the

_ Clarendon Plaza Hotel a few blocka

north "of the Marriott, or an open
beach nlace called the Ocean Deek

L

Just south of the Marvlolt. (No, I'm ~

not pushlng the Marriott, but over-
right it has become the landmark by
which you find your way around)
The Marriott has great eatiag
places. If you just want to look
around, have a beer in the lower
1evel bar-dell, a drink to mugic ln tho
Clock Tower Lounge, a hamburger

in Splasb, or lunch on ke terrace at

Parkelde Seafoed Grll The class
dinlng room is cailed Coquinas.

Or you can dine along the board:
-walk on pizzas and hot éo;
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