New gas tax p%‘aé.ﬂ called little hel

£y Tim Richard
statf writer

A proposed Scents-a-galion fuel
iax NXICasS Wil oU ditte 0 beip
Oiklond County and city roads, sald
Jghn Grubba, managing director of

& county road commission.

*The pub)ic will say, Well, tho gas
ta% weat up S comis, 50 all your prod-
1¢tns are solved.’. But it doesn’t seem
10 be a very good package, if indesd
it passes at all,” Grubba told the
three-member road board last week.

Ho quoted House Speaker Louls
Dodak, D-Montrose, as saying the
only legislation likely in 1989 is o -
cent fuel tax with a peany “off the
top" going for state trunklinea.

0f the remaining 2 cents, 39.1 per-
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cent +vilk go to countles, under the
cxisting formola, giving Oakland
only $3.9 millios, Grubba sald. The
Road Commisslon maintsins that to
imdilitaic eoomvinie growin aioT
néeds $90 million a year in pes mon-
ey. . .

THE STATE doesa’t need n share,
Grobba maintalos.

““The governor, sald in hls state of
he state address that the atato sys-
tem I8 In tho best shape ever. But the
cousty and city systems are nowhere
near it," be safd.

Last year the state Legislature set
up an economic growth fund under
which Oakland roads pleked up $8
milifon, Grubba s2ys as much of any
new tax 2s possible should go Into

(hat economic fund to ald units
which have witnesses the office and
high-techoology building boom of tho
last slx years.

He added that the Michlgan State
Chamber of Commerce oppises 12

plan.

“A plttance s oo good,” agreed
Rlehard V. Vogt, chairman of the
parsl, “That's not worth voting for.”

BOARD MEMBER James E. Lan-
o asked the administration to draw
up a plan that can be used for bond-

ing purposes.

Under Lanni's idea, the road com-
misslon wonld contract with county
general government for & period ot
years, uslog_the counly’s pledged
revenue to pay off road bonds.

The discucalon occurred as tbe
approved & new phase of

which the road comamission, a local
unli f government and county gen-
eral goveninent each pay mnil.rd
of (be cost Of &n impiTraient

But Gruba warned that tripartite
agreements. are usefol for address-
ing “small nujsance-type problems™
rather than major road improve-
ment projects.

Blanchard appeared
new fuel tax, a'though Speaker Do-
dak has sald the governer wonld sup-
portit. .

In a recent appearance in Troy,
Blanchard recalled, “The gas tax

cer link

OU researchers seek preventive compounds

“fhe same polyunsaturated fatty
aclds that are beneficial to the heart
1 have a

ously; and thoce compounds appear
to bc‘_part of what causes dictary fat

and
down side. Some chemical cem-
poinds formed by these aclds en-
hance colon cancer, aa Gakland Uni-
verslty blochemist reports.
Researcher Arthur Bull is study-
ing baw the colon responds when It is
exposcd to these compounds, He is
looking " at possible chemo-preven-
g\;u aﬂ&wdmmlﬁsk lndlvldz[n!s
t tak ese fatty aclds
lm'pn; mmkmg cancer,

Bull began thls research at Wayne
State University. He ls continuing his
work at QU and collaborating with
colleagues o the medical school 5t
WSU. He has received o $100,000
grant from the Natlonal Institutes of
Health to support his work.

“We established about 1979 that
thig dletary fat, which enhances co-
lon cancer and scveral other can-
cers, acts during a secondary stage
of the cancer process,” Bull sald.

THI: RESEARCHER says thisis a
reversiblo of the process and
that it would be posalble to intervene
tg'freduce cancer incidence.

“So the grant !s to help us find
what chemical compounds are pres-
ent In dictary fat that are responsi-
ble for it enhancing colon cancer.

“"When these polyunsaturated fat-
ty aclds are exposed to alr, they
form chemical compounds spontene-

colon cancer. .
“We have been able to show thal

these compounds formed from the
fatty acids stimulate the colon to in-
crease cell division, one of tha pro-
cesses [n cancer developrment. S0 we
are looking closcly at the metabo-
1ixm of these things,” he said.

BULL'S RESEARCH also con-
cerns “chemo-preventive agents” or
compounds that people could take
when they reach age €U or 20, If they
fave been identified by their phyai-
clans as being In a high risk category
for developlng colon cancer. «

These compounds could be a
dietary suppleinent or other form
that would block the actlons of these
fatty ncld compounds in the colon
and reduce the risk of that form of
cancer.

“It is falrly wel) known that if you
can reduce the fat content of our diet
from about 40 percent of our calo-
tles, which is about what the aver-
age person eats, to about 25 or 20
percent, you can probably reduce
your cancer incidence of both breast
and coloa.

“But that is just about impossible
to get people to do. So you really
bave to look at some olher means.”

WHAT CAN be done?
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“We are Jooking at things llke
changlng {from a polyunsaturates to
2 monounsaturate so that people are
stll) going to consume high levels of
fat;-but the particular fatty aclds
they get — I particular the cheml-
cal compounds formed from those
fatty acids — are pot a3 dangerous
?s they might be In another kind of

at.”

Bull said polyunsaturated fatty
aclds come from corn azd oher veg-
ctable olls.

But clive oll, ¢ich in olcle acid, Is
an cxample of & monouusiturated
fat, This fat doesn't hurt the beart
and cholesterol, and it doesn't form
the chemical compounds that en-
bance colon cancer cither. These
menounsaturated fatty aclds appear
1o be the best of both worlds a¢ this

time, Bull said.

BULL IS TAKING small pleces of

rat colon and ing them in little
petri distes fn which the colon pleces

are exposed to individual
components of fatty aclds.

“U we & component that
stimulates Lhe colon cails to divide,
we can then work on a chemo-pre-
ventlve agent that might block that
action and reduce the Incidence of
cancer,” e sald.

He notes that currently there s an
interest among epldemiologists ln
what is celled the Mediterranean
dlet because people who live in that
reglon eat a falr amount of oleic
acid but don't seem to have the high
Incidence of colon cancer and breast
canger.
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was ralsod (2 cents) In *83 to help ac-
commodate road o

“Because the ion was 2
good pews story — betler than ev-
cryone anticipated — wo ralsed a
bunch of different foes to 2dd sever-
al undred million dollars to roads,
and roxds a3 Uiy relaie W econinus
development {a reference to the spe-
clal fund ereated for areas experi-
enciog growth).

“The good news,” sald Blanchard,
1s the econiomy continues to boom —
in places like Oakland, way beyond
ihe infrastructure capacity. We
gave, a3 you know, authority to the
countles to ralse ils own money (the
$25 vehicle registration fee). That
{alled (by 4-1 at the polls Nov. 3).
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ze'fe going to have a major colg-
on” "

A Troy afficial reminded Blane-:
hard that the local chamber of com-’
merce has jdentified road congestion
as the city’s No, 1 cconomic problem!
and asked for the governor's help,
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“Having failed, we're gelog (o)
fhave to flnd sray3 to belp. I'm not
Fure It's goleg to be & gas tax in the:
near future, but there's golng to have'
to be some way to fund afrastruo-
ture improvements, rot fuet to Oak~
1nod but all gver the state, witiwal
dastonzing tha ather elements of the
budget — crime contral, drug edica-
tion, K-12 schools, envircomental
controt.

“1 e
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. Estate Protection for
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$194,500
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g%mm of $2,000 until age 65. Interest rate of 8.7 cctive
/89, Rates ure subject to change without notice, Guaranteed mini- ,
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BARRY LOUIS
POLISAR

* singer/storytelier, acclaimed children's author

One performance only at 1 p.m.,

SATURDAY, APRIL 22,

in the
Birmingham Theatre.

* LIBRARY FUND-RAISER %

Individual tickets $12
at Library or Theatre.

Group tickets $10 each
for 20 or more.

Hearing Aid Sale, Only $248
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