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Actress repeats

n ‘Quilters’

roie

‘By Victor Bwanson
speclal wrlter

‘I didn’t want o teach,
and here I am

-IT'S 'THE SECOND Ume around
H f

P a pi 0]
“Quilters” for aclress-singer-
musician Nancy

The performer from Baltimore,
Maryland, is one of the cast mem-

bers in the Meadow Brook Theatre.

producllon al the musical, which
Detroit

.pn:m]cm tngagcmenl through Sun- .

“day, April

© She llrsl played In “Qullters”
.about Lhree years ago when she was
hired by director Robert Spencer for
a production at the Totem Pole
Playhouse [n Fayetteville, Pa.

After the show closed, Krebs went
back to teaching and performing.
Recently, Terence Kilburg, artistic
director at Meadow Brook, told
Spencer he was golog to present
*“Quilters,” and Speacer recommend-
«cd hiring Krebs,

INTERVIEWED the day after the
show opened at Meadow Brook,
Krebds described the plotline, saying,
“‘Quilters' is a musical based on a
series of books that wero written
about women — ploncer women —
golng out West, and how quilts fig-
ured very heavlly in their lives and

Performances of the Meadow
Brook Theatre production of
“Quilters” continue through Sun-
day, April 23, on the Oakland Uni-
versity campus in Rochester
Hills. For ticket information, call
877-3300.

By Cethlo Sreldenbach
spoclal writer

The muslcal “Quilters” stitches to-
gether vignettes from the lives of ni-
oneer women who settled the Ameri-
can heartland. In word; dance and
song, Mcadow Brook Theatre’s high-

g It alway
works out that way,
doesn't it?’

— Nancy Krebs

the art of quitt maklng and, not only
thelr lives but, in extenslon, the lives
of their men. It's a very powerful
show, a very powerful show.”

Wrilleu by Mo“y Newman and
Barbar: “Quilters” was
first padnrmcd a numbcr of years
ago at the Denver Ceater for the
Performing Arts.

Krebs 15 onc of seven ormers
in the production, but she s the cnly
one who s acting and plny(ng two
unique musleal lestrument
mandolin and a violin, which is much
more the standard violin, the
Instrument on which she started her
musical career in seventh grade.

Both' lnstruments were made by
Mac Barnes HI, a craftsman who Is
In his 30s. Her vioiln is a string in-
strument patterned after a Kuiffan-
pruggar, which was popular in the
mid-1800s. There arc a several rea-
sons why It's special, besides the

tone. It has five strings; a standard
violln only has four strings. Fifth
Krebs' instrument is a C-
. Krebs' lostrument has a lot of
Intricate carving o Lhe wood, such
as a carving of a head, The hutm-
ment also is special because it's the
Iirst ons crafted by Barncs.

Krebs obtalned the violln several
years ago when ber when she and
ber hushand, Pete Baden, a profes-
slonal studio musician, were visiting
his close riend, viollwmaker Kennle
Lamb in Batos Rouge, La.

SHE BOUGHT the violin from
Lamb, fcll in love with the instru-
ment, and later bought a mandolin
from him. The mandolin Is the see-
ond one Barnes banderafted. Krebs
and Lamb believe when historians
write about the violln makers of the

high on the list.

Krebs plays the instruments at the
openlng of act two, which is llke a
hoedown - Joud and loaded with
dancing and fun, and at the end of
the productlon.

Raised In Balumore, Krebs was
trained In classieal violin. One day
she switched to fiddle-type music. "1
had more fun playing the bass flddle

Continuod on Next Pago

e Authors Molly Newmnan and Bar-

Cathle

para Damashek use motifs of tradi-
tional quilt designs — Log Cabln,
Windmill and the Tree of Life to
name a few — and mingle old folk
songs and new melodies to plece to-

: gether the ScTaps, an and remoants of
. Breldenbach ordinary women’s lives Into a patch-
work musical of ploncer history.
energy production recreates the vast  bone wluten in sod houses and rag- They tell thelr tales from women's

hortzent and cpen skies of tha iaine
In the days when families Firet set-
tled the prairies.

‘The cast of seven women portrays
a panaply of characters who sur-
vived the hardships of cold-to-the

o
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Nancy Krebs strums a mandolin, one of two
* unique, handcrafted instruments she plays in
the musical “Quilters." The mandolin and vio-

‘Quilters’ recaptures spirit of pioneer women

78 To
hardahlya, “ounurs" ahines with the
comedy ot cowbays, the highjinks of
chlldren and some flne toc-tapplng

ing. Like a good quilt design, the vig-
nettes in Meadow Brook Theatre's
production combine in an entertatn-

$69 can

froro it all?
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lin are both ow

moving than the sum of it separate
parts.

DIRECTOR ROBERT Spenser's
llvely direction of the cxcellent cast
falters only when he emphasizes
stersotypes and cliches in the script.
Why would a play that celedrates the
strength of women fall back on hack-
neyed sexist cliches and have the
lone buy In the schoolhouse scene

and .

thers with o sqigus, st

In scenes recreati.ng childhood
memories, why must the cast resost
to the xilly, shrill voices used only by
raake-believe chlldren from the land
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cratted by Mac Barnes lil.
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|

ned by Krebs and were hnnd-

of ? And why muet &lr
leyann Kaladjlan owc.rplny the
cyed. innwent effervescence ol

Duplu her indisputable culmﬁt.
an overdose of irrepressible perid-
pess cloys like Pollyaana’s uptlmksm
or Bc!h'x goody-goodness in *Little

* Thaskfully, cliches can’
und:rmlncthcl:h‘tyhmynf me -
mnulcal For the most part

“Quiiters” barsh
il Aul s 2 dimdarcul, beniniic Uik .
who tamed it

HRobert Spencer's creative staging
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