\

RANDY DORST/stafl photographer

. John Herrington begins his 26th season of coaching high

" schoal baseball, the majority of them at Harrison. 1

G

George Gipp, whom Ronald Reagan
portrayed I onc of his earlier ca-
reers, is long gone but hardly forgot-
ten. He remalns the epitome of
sports, a legend, an Ideal,
So what's happened?
Sport used to mean sacrifice for
th2 team. No mare. Not In this age of
stark realism, an age in which diugs,
crimlnal abuse and an anything-for-
money attitude have supplanted

HATEVER HAPPENED
to the Gipper?
Don't tell me he lelt

rEmT T eas ———y,

team goals, sportsmanship and the
all-{or-one belie! that used to rule
sports.

Examples surround us. Look no
further than Ann Arbor, or maybe l
should say Tempq Ariz, or even
Seattle, Wash. — just where is Bill
Fricder nowaday. engwas? That
question s easny amiwered —
nowhere. Assoclates of mine want to
insert hls mug next ta the word “buf-
foon" in Webster’s next dictlonary,

UNFORTUNATELY, I'M certaln

Eric Sheppard and Chrils Wood!
claimed three tilles,

Panu:en 3,200 relay tcam of

Panther trackmeq

Novi tripped up Redford Unlon, 87-48 in a boya track
opener Tuesday, but RU :howcd It bas & dynamic duo in

¢ Sheppard won the shot put (u-loct, S-Inches), dhcus
) {142-0) and myz jnmp {8-1) evens. Woodbeek also
pla first In tho 100-meter dash
(ll 59), and the 200 duh (23.3) and the pole vault {13-0).
do’t win any other lndlvldunl crowns, but l!m
Howl

Frieder will always consider himsell
a success, even though he abandoned
his tcam whea [t needed him most
(or, pechaps as history proved; need-
od him least). That's too bad, be-
causc his take-care-of-me-first atti-
tude s all too prevalent — at all ley-
els of spart.

At Qakland Univeraity, the mm’t
baskethall team was flght
uphili batile in thé Great Lakes Cun-
ference. Farria State was the target,
a target which eluded the Ploneers.
1t dido't belp that starting suard
‘fony Howard deseried late in the

scasdn.
Missod practices, dublous injuries,

then 2 faflure to ¢ a team bus
ended Howard's -for carcer at

shine i

LIVONIA CHURCHILL’S Jason Belaire carned two
second-place flnlshes Saturday at the Michigan State
, Univeraity Spartan Relays.

Belalre flnished second fn the high jump, clearing 6-8,
and he also had a second-place finish in the S5-meter
bigh hurdles, crossing the tape in 7.45. Churchill’s sbut-
un hurdle n:Lly team of Belzire, Ryan Polny, Chris

4 Scott
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Hitting will be key for Hawks

Continued from Pago 1

's one of our outstanding play-
ers,” Herrington sald, “We're defl-
nitely counting on his bat for run
production.”

. Pliching, 88 well as defenze, will
be espezinlly tmportant sioce the
Hawks will need w hold the opposi-
tion in check.

Senior right-} hnnder Cralg Murray
is the top returning pltcher and fig-
ures to be the ace of the stalf. Sen-
lors Jason Lichtman and Steve Mil-
ler will play prominent pltching
roles, and sophomore Gary Devine,
(ke lone left-hander and the best jun-
for varsity pitcher last year, will
provide backup.

“I think we could be pretty good

there,” Herrington sald, “but I don't
know U wcll be exceptionally
stron,
“Cralg has good ability and can
get the ball over the plate. He hasn't
won a lot of varsity games, but he
has a lot of experience.”

Lichtman also will bave major re-
lponslbull!u in lhe llcld. He started
at second base last year but will
move to shortstop ln place of gradu-
ated slugger Leo Devine, a key loss
In terms of offense.

“WE KNOW he's got the glove,”
Herrington sald, “Having played
shortstap in the summer and belng a
plteher, we know be has a strong
arm and felt he was best to go to
that pasition.

“We was a cornerback In football
and a polat guard in basketball, so
we know he can take the pressure of
the shortstop position.”

Senlor Jeff Skinper, an all-area

OU. He can come back and play for
the Pioneers, according to coach
Greg Karape, but not under scholar-
ship.

Why would Howard cripple his
team's chances for a title, and possi-
ble NCAA Divislon II tournament
berth? When questioned, he offered
nothing more than the eatire eplsode
was “a misunderstanding.”

By whom?

ERYAN WAULDRON was onc of
the heroes of Farmington Harrison's
Class B football champlonship team.
He was tbe goat of the Hawks' bas-
ketball campaign.

‘Wauldron may be the best exam-
ple of the dislntegration of the team
concept in sports. After all, Harri-
son's basketball team was among the
top-ranked in the staie. Then, just
before the state tournament sterted,
be quit the team after a disagree-
ment with coach Mike Teachman.

ceording to Wauldron, he left be-
cause he had a -time job that
confllcted with practlce, and Teach-
man wouldnl give him a break. He
needed the job to earn money for a

in defeat

Brum(leld, Marty Boyd and Kellh Turmbull took first
place in 8:54.15.

The Chargers finlshed the meet with 18 polnts.

was fl1th (32.4).
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Catholic Central wins
pair from Benedictine

Well there's no doubting Redford Catholic Central's pliching Is In

Thc Shamrocks opened thelr 1989 baseball season by blanking Detroit
Benedicline twice, 8-0 and 1-0, Saturday at Benediciine. Keith Bozyk
hurledlh:llnl{ourlnnlngpo!wnapcncrnndgotmnln,ln Just
one kit while walkmg four and striking out nine. Ryan Bell pltched the

Paul Pln'omlios three hits — including two doubles — and two runs
batted in paced the offcnse. Brett Welllng also bad a double, two walks

In the second game, Leo Hutcblnson fired a thres-hitter in shutting out
Benedictine. He walked three and struck out 11,

The Shamrocks got their only run in the third. Tom Hill walked and
went to third onnn ecror by the third baseman, then scored on Hutchin-

CC hosts Unlvenny of Detrolt High [n a double-header startlng at 3:45

f think defensively we'll be good, and
it the hitting comes through we’ll be In

pretty good shape.’

— John Herrington

Harrison baseball coach

tackle on the 13-0 football team, will
start again at first base.

Either junlor Brian Ellison or sen-
ior Juson Fox wIl get the starting
nod at second, and sealor Dave Na-

arian bas been penciled in as the
third-base starter. Fox and Najarian

trip to Florida over spring break,
and to pay for awards to adorn his
{ootball letter jacket.

But what about your teammates,
Bryadz.n His answer: They under-
stan

EXAMPLE NO. 3 is Rick Taylor.
The Plymouth Salem product was
cuphotic when given the opportunity
to play NCAA Division I basketball
at the Unlversity of Detrolt two
years

cluded, he quit.

Taylor's clreumstances might best

compare to former U-M ‘coach

Frieder’s. Neither was really need-
ed. Indeed, Taylor would have prob-
ably been better off playing Division
I, if court-time concerned him.

Tv's hard to convince kigh school
kids of this. A contradlction I3 creat-
ed. Success, young stmeu: are o~

ago.
Before bls sophomore season con- .

are varsity veterans, apd Ellison
phycdlor the JV team y.

kinner) had a great sophomore

‘ymranduﬂedoﬂlmuebllua

funlor,” Herrington “but we're

looking forward to having him back

at firgt base.

ipp’s legacy no longer idealized

structed, i3 the summation of hard
work and determination. Belng told
you're not good enough, In spite of
your work, ls dlffienlt t5 accept
Sometimes it never i,

Taylor's skills are Umited. He
lacks the speed, quickness and jump-
ing abtllty to play Divislan I basket-
ball on a full-time basls.

BUT HE COULD M;:rdwi:mbnb
cd. if only by wurkh:x prac-
ce. Instead, he left a struggling
!edn that was trylng to prepare for
the Midwestern Colleglate Confer-
ence tournament and took off for.
Florida.

TheTlun: chances of winning the

“He's got @ lml’c pt‘wva. but he's

mosCy a spray hitter and kits the
ball in tha gaps. As a sophomore, ha
drove in a0 of runs.”

Herrington thinks the Hawks will
have a solid outfield with funior Milt

anchoring
fleld. He will miss.the first
es while on vacation with his

gam
- Iamlly, bowever.

)
“HE HAS good range and zraat
speed,” Herrington sald, “He has
played some shoristop” and third
base, but because of bls speed and
g;:ylmnkhc’ubengoodemm
Senior Tim Horton will start agaln
in left fleld, and his hitting looks as if
it has improved, Herrington sald.
Senlor Dan Justice and junlor Ken
Pcliegrino are contending for the job
in right field Devine will star{ the
season fn center fleld during Cole-.
man's al
Junior Sean Murray, who waos sé-
lected the all-division designated
hmer last year, fs counted on
meet some of the offemive peeds

a Class B team in 1982 apd as &
ClanA outfit in 1985,

" think defenstvely we'll be good,
and {f the hitting comes through
-e’ll be lu pmuy good shape,” Herr-

ment finals before losing. Thelr
1987-83 scason ended one win shy of
the NTAA tournament.

Taylor might bave helped gat U->
Instead, his own in-

coach Ricky Byrdsong

Tuesday that Taylor won't be back.
H=Isn'ylngwtnns!=rtouchwnn
Florida, Byrdsong said.

None of this is meant as a defease
of the Lostitutions involved. Amatear
athletics are y diposaurs,
The only true amateur sports are
those with few supporters.

I don't belleve a achool sulfers
greatly when its basketball team los-
3. But the players do. Aod when one
person endanxm his teammates’ fu-

tare, i
And it wukurs zbe lmdsuon sports
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