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A view from the front of the Krauch log houso that has five
bedrocms, one full bath and three halt-baths. The Krauches
> now represent Wilderness Homes, the company the couple or-

- dered the home from.

‘New Book Break
‘columnist debuts
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.+ of Katherine Anne Porter? Reynolds
. Price’s “Kate Vaiden”?
Sce what I mean?

- 1llke short story collections, blog-
. raphies, books on writing, books that
| assurc me I canlook 21 egailn, and
! books on books.
,  11ké art books, gardenlng books,
¢ ‘books on the theater, on psychology
.. and psychlatry, books on movies, pa-
+ ture, sports.
. I am always attracted to travel
! books, and probably the most beauti-
« ful book I own is “Journey Across
. Russia,” Lingering over its 300-plus
: pages of lush, full-color photos and

text is armchaif tourism at its finest,
y Tthink, :
H Let me hasten to add, though, that
i trave books don't have to be big and
| beautiful to impress me. EB.
! White's black-and-white “Here ls
i New York" is pocket-alzed, but it
+ puts you in New York as surely as
! “Journey" takes you across the Sovi-
4 ¢t Unlon.
FOR SOME reason, somewhere
! along the line, I scem to have devel-
+ oped an inordinate affinity for what
some call Tales of Terror.

I happen to belleve that you ha-
ven't lived If you have not yet apent
i o dark and stormy night with
| Daphne du Maurier’s “Don’t Look
i« Now” or “Kiss Me Again, Stranger,"
! ‘The same goes for' Rachel Ingalls’

* creepy love story, “Mrs. Caliban,” or |

, Thomas Tryon's strange tale, “The
! Other.” :

.11 L. No, 1:don’t have .any rare or;am -

tique books. Tha closest thing to that
that you'll flnd here Is an 1899 copy
of James Lanc Allen's American
classic, “The Cholr Invisible.”

1t is, as they zay, one of my most
prized possesslons, and is absolutely
the only book I own that Is worth
more than a plttance in dollars and
cents,

In good condition and in fts erigl-
nal binding, 1 stole it for 25 cents at
a used book sale at Westland Mall a
few years ago. If I gave up the rest
of my life to bargaln hunting, I'd
never unearth a better treasure for a
quarter,

Finally, there are the books T am
stlll waiting to be too old for — “The
Wind in the Willows,” “The Velve-
teen Rabblt,” “Where the Wild
Things Are,” “The Trumpet of the
Swan,” “The Polar Express,” “I Had
Trouble in Getting to Solla Sollew.”
And, of course, what's a modernday
Ubrary without “The Essentlal Cal-
vin and Hobbes"?

I HOPE, as we've moved along,
that noae of you has been shocked at
the dog-eared, coffee-stalned, finger-
marked conditions of some of the

books.

I also write notes to myself in the
marging of these pages at times,
underline phrases I want to remem-
ber, or embelllsh whole paragraphs
with exclamatlion polnts — sins con-

sldered by many bibllophlles to be as *
red as the Ink I use to commit the -
erime. Sorry, but it's just the way I

am, I suppose that's what happens
when such an untidy sou) falls in love
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Rustic-style happiness ¢
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. They hired & crew from Wilderness

The Krauches are part-time dealers for Wil-
derness, They conduct periodle seminars and
open houses for prospective customers, For in-
formation, call 455-0484.

At first Ken Krauch, 33, was startled back
when Carol expressed her wish for o log home, &
popular style In western states, At the time the

two were engaged to be married.
“He looked at me llke I had 10 heads,” Carel
recalled.

Once the declslon was made, the eouplo or-
dered brochures from companies that deal in log
housing. They finally settled on Wilderness,
based in Plymouth, Wis,, north of Mlwaukee.
Wilderness offered more than 50 model cholces,
starting from as small a3 one-bedroom, one-bath
units.

The Krauches' custom-designed kit cost ap-
proximately $60,000. That price covered logs,

interlor tongue-ln-g walls,
doors, shingles and other components. It also in-
cluded the cost of shipping.

APPROXIMATELY %35,000 THAT Carol had
realized from ihe sale of hes bousa I Plymouth
was used to buy a 5.5-acre parcel of land on
North Territorial, about flve miles west of Shel-
don Road, in largely rural Salem Townshlp.

“We used the property as collateral,” Carot
sald. “ think it helps to have your land.”

The Krauches sald they experienced no diffl-
culty in obtaining elther a mortgage or insur-
ance for their home, which carries o Plymouth
malllng address and Is located in the Plymouth-
Canton school district.

The couple attended a twoday seminar in

Artists’ workshop

tor of her own gallery, Joppich
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to put up the shell, including logs and tosulation,
That procedure, which cost $15,000, took about
two months.

Panic st {o the day the “kit™ of bullding ma-
terials arrived in four, 45-foot semitractor trail-
ors.

“They were all lined up on North Territorial,
Carol recalled. “There were all these bundles of
logs. I thought, what have we done? Are we ever
going to be able to do thls?™

The Krauches selected plne for its warmth
and utlllzed an option that Incorporates extra
insulatlon, The logs also are avatlable in cedat.

“It's a 13-inch thick wall," Carel sald. “It's
just a very warm house.”

Interior walls are flat, tongue-In-groove pan-
els whith flt together. Only tho bathrooms, be-
cause of dampness, were constructed with
drywall, rather than wood.

it took about six months to construct the
house.

Local crews were hired, at a total cost of
around $26,000, to do the interlor work. For
some, It was thelr first experience with log con-
structien. Coordinating the different tasks re-
qulred much juggling, and some crews had to be
replaced.

“REALLY, IN THE LONG RUN, we were just
glad it was bullt and over with,” Carol sald.

A few weeks after the house was completed,
about 80 friends and famlly members celebrated
as Carol and Ken were married in front of
Carol’s cherished fireplace. The ficeplace is en-
cireled with eye-catching stonework. The mel-
low, honey-hued cak fireplace cover dates to

ame in a kit
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around 1910 and came from a heme in Detrolt
that was golng to be razed. .

The log house has become a haven for the
busy Krauches, Both Ken and Carol bold full-
time sales jobs. Carol also has additional de-
mands as a -time college student and W
mother of four clildren from her prior mar- B
riage. 5

Son Patrick Sheehan, 20, a construction work- |
er and college student, helped a lot with the inte-
rlor. Erlk, 18, and Sarah, 15, are students at §
Plymouth Salem High School. Jennle, 13, has se- |
vere mental and physical Impalrmenta and at.
tends Qur Lady of Providence, a privale school
in Northvitle Tcwnship. i <

Carol, who is active in advocacy groups for [
mentally impatred, hopes to obtaln a degree in
psychotogy and work with families of handl- 1
capped.

The house — filled with antiques and old,
homespun furnishlngs — reflects Carol's deep
love for the country look.

“You can’t put new things in a log house,” she

sald.

Old-fashioned farm lmplements and tools
bave taken new life g3 decorations and wall
hangings, In the bedrooms are four-poster beds
and brightly-hued qullts. Hardwood floors are
bare, Here and there are heart-shaped bralded

rugs.

A bench in the great room, refinished by B
Carol, came from an old traln station In Adn N
Arbor, In the kitchen is a handsome, oak Hoosler
cupboard, dating to the early 1900s. bR

“A log house lsn't for everyone,” Carol
“If everyone liked the same things, it would bea’
dull world." NS

briefly speaking ‘ -s

A resident of Lathrup Village,
Thayer is presently an instructor at
the Center for Creative Studles and
the Detrolt Institute of Arts. Her art
work s In galleries In Chicago, New
York, Boston and Detrolt, as well as
In corporate collections at General
Motors, Ford Motor, Dow Chemlcal,
Michigan, and at least 20 other col-
lectlons out of state,

Joppleh, of Farmington Hills, will
share practical ideas and sugges-
Ulons based on 30 years’ experience
as an artlst that includes being cura-

's
Bay Street Gallery In Northport in
the heart of the plcturesque’
Leclanau peninsuta. Currently a
teacher with the Visual Arts Associ-
atlon of Livonla (VAAL), she has
taught at the University of Detrolt
Architectural School, at Marygrove
Colege and at Midtand Center for

the Arts.

Tlme will be altowed during both
sessions for questions.

Cost per sesslon is $3 or $5 for
both. For more information or to
reglster, call the arts commission at
!2]:&)00.

© FIBERARTS

The iSth annual Ann Arbor Fi-
berarts Guild sale wlll take place
from 10 am. to 4 p.m. Saturday,
April 22 at Matthact Batanical Gar-
dens, 1800 N, Dlxboro Road, Ann Ar-
bor.

Items for sale will include bas-
kets, scarves, hats, wearables, pla-
cemats, wall hangings, pillows and
rugs. There also will be demonstra-
tions of various ftber tlechniques
such as weaving, baskeiry, spianing

and quilting. Handwoven fashibny
wlll be modeled throughout the day.
There is no admisslon charge. For
more information, call 663-7454; ot
994-5475. v

© GARDENING CLASSES

A basic gardening semlnar wilk be
presented by the Master Gardentr|
Assoclation of Wayne County from §
a.m. to 12:30 p.m, Saturday, April 22,
in the Wayne County Extenslon and

Education Contes,

o

And if you'd llke to
help us, catl
91-0500
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A little bit of heaven

Nothing is better than finding a neigh-
borhood of friendly people, lovely homes
and shaded sidewalks . .

The Creative Living Real Estate section |
features hundreds of just such-wonderful

‘Watch for this delightful section in your
hometown newspaper.

IMMACULATE 3 year old colonlal i prim:
including 4 spacious bedrooms, 2% baiks, fanmily coom with fire-
place, suained woodwork, ausched garage and custom deck, NOW
$178,700. (5-303) 831-4400

tion of Latheup Village iv
“ksleldoscope of colars,
cory family room. $112,900 (RC-277) $37-6700

FARMINGTON HILLS

ELOQUENTLY GRACIOUS

THIS INVITING ranch nestled on & Qulet serect In the Esrate sece
dy to more into. A garden provides 8
3 bedroams, an updated kitchen and »

cea. Many feacurrs

FARMINGTON HILLS
GORGEOUS quality built calonial in # lovely sening. focludes 4

with fireplace, tecessed lighting, Stalnmasicr carpering sod at-

H

i

i
bedrooms, 244 baths, formal dining room, library, family room §~
1ached garage. $199,600 (F-211) 831-4400 :

S -

SPACIOUS CONTEMPORARY -
OPEN STYLE rench with cathiedral ceiliog acd 18 ft. s10ae fire |
place. 3 bedrooms, master bath, 15t floor lsandry, family room with -
geeat 00m effect. Custom built boene located in Palmer Woods Sob. *
of Oak Park. $98.000. (D-£01) 347-2000

SOUTHFIELD

CONTEMPORARY FLAIR, Professloaslly decorsted home with

ENJOY YOUR MEALS
IN THIS BIG PAMILY KITCHEN wh breskiass toom! Quatity

spaclous floos plan ideat for entertalalng: 4 bedroar
famlly room with fireplace. Very clean,
$98,500 (1-203) 647-6400

s, 2%5 bal
asement. Central wir,

built ranch in Oxk Park with 3 bedrooms, 2 FULL plus ¥4 bachs, *
paneled family coom, ceatral alr, sprinkler system, foll basement +
and appliances STAY! $74.900 (P-132} $$7-6700

Creative Livinf; with
Classified Real Estate
Your Complete Home Section.
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