By Janice Brunson
staff writer

Yvonne Atkloson of
Bloomficld Townshlp and a
loose coalition of voluntcers have
been varlously called all of the
above. But Atkinson and the others
prefer thelr own designation,

They call themselves Court
Watchers of Oakland County, a
group of men and women who say
they help support a strong fudicial
system by monltoring the county's
14 circult judges.

“We watch for anyihlng that adds
to or detracts from a feellng of jus-
tlce, sald Atkinson, who founded
Court Watchers In Jate 1975 In re-
sponse to the country’s bicentennial
celebration tha following year.

“We are not lawyers. We do't
bave the expertlse to judge whether
the law is being followed. We go on
appearance {n the courtroom, the
sense of justlee.” said Atkinson.

ATRINSON noted a possible "de-
traction from justice” last month,
during a murder trail before Circuit
Judge Fred Mester. During delibera-
tions, Mester briefly permitled news
photographers access to the froat of
the court to photograph the 41-year-
old defendant, his defense attorncy
and the prosecution,

“In this particular instance, with
(his particular judge, I'l} probably go
and talk to him about jt. You can al-
ways talk to Judge Mester,” Alkin-
so0n said. -

Vi Pcarson, & Bloomficld Hllls
mother of four adult chlldrea and a
court watcher twice a week for
nearly 10 years, took exception to a
sentence banded out by Clreuit
Judge Francis O'Brien several years

ago.

Four-year-old Nicole Bien dled af-
ter belng hit by an auto driven by a
young man found guilty of drinking
and driving. O'Brien sentenced blm
to one year in jail, He was eligible
for parole In four months.

“The judge lamely sald the de-
fendant had no prior convictions and
had a family to support. That didn’t
set well with anyone, other than the
man's famlly,” sald Pearson.

In response to a sentence she felt
unfair, she also became an actlvist
In Mothers Against Drunk Driving.

WHILE COURT watchers may
perzonally disagree with judicial de-
clstons, their role kn the courtroom s
not one of opinion. It is to observe

udicial bebavior.
i**T just think It keeps everyone on
thelr someone Is

{oes,
watching,” sald Polly Penzell. She
has observed twice weekly I circuit

oLk fow &l yoars LAY
Ing a friend who Is 0o longer a volurs
teer watcher.

Penzell hns noted such non-judi-
clal behavlor as tardiness and rude-

ness.

One sltting eircult judge s noted
for schedullng court at 8:30 a.m. and
arriving at 11:30 a.m. Another is
noted for belittling attending attor-

Until the early 1980s, court waichers
issued annual report cards, publicly
grading each judge. But few judges
responded. ‘it didn’t have the effect
we had hoped. Judges believe in their
own ability to do the job.” ’

Qakland Court Watchers

— Yvonne Atkinson

neys and witnesses,
Penzell and the others report thelr
findings to Atklnson.

“THE NEWSLETTER jlggled peo-
ple up nleely,” Atkldson said.

Published by her until 1995 and
circulated to judges throughout the
state and other Interested citizens,
the newsletter reported on court-
g%am behavior without using names.

e newsletter elicited lively reader
response.

Another project was less success-
ful. Until the early 1980s, court
watchers completed comprehensive
written reports and lssued annual re-
port cards, gradlng cach judge. The
grades were made publlc. But of
these who were judged, few respond-

cd.

“It dido't have the effect we had
hoped. Judges belleve In thelr own
ability to do the job, They trust thelr
own declsjons. They slncerely be-
Ueve thelr way Is the right way to do
things. I guess they have to have
falth [n thelr own judgment In order
to do the Job,” Atkinson sald.

EXCEPT FOR conferring with
judges, Atkinson has few avenues for
stimulating change.

Court Watchers, a registered
name, has no ‘governing procedures
by which to take action. Each inci-
dent is based on its own merits. For-
tunately, in 18 years of watching,
there have been no serlous Incldents.

“We zlways have more compli-
ments than complaints,” Penzell

said.

Of the 14 circult judges, Atkinson
estimated more half are articu-
tate, dignified, falr and good ad-

Most “are
dlligent and honest, a good cut above
the average In terms of dlspensing
Justice.”

“IT WAS THE first time In my eo-
tire life I bad ever ecn In coart. it
was something 1 always waated to
do,” said Albert Lindnw, €8, recently -
retired from the Michigan Credit
Unlon League in Scathfield.

Since Lindow

retiring, | now has
e tor 2 s b wants 15 Jo,
including court wat hing.

Lindow Is one af 4,000 volunteera
trained by Atklnson who developed
training techniques alter months of
“pmv‘vllng"’ the courts and asking

of the
who In 1975 was Fred Mester,
Lindow bas spent hours convers-
ing with Atkinson, atlemptlog to

Oakland parks
veteran retires

Chuck Ross bas seen the Qakland
County parks system grow from six
parks and golf courses to nine since
he bas worked with the county.

Ross Is retiring as chief of admio-

Istrative services for the 4,000-acre

k system.
me, a Waterford Townshlp resl-
dent, has seen diversilication and
growth of the parks during his 16
years with Lhe county.

The facliities developed have in-

courne,
dependence Oaks County Park and
Nature Center, Red Oaks gol! course
and domed driving range, o new ten-

nis complex and the acquisition of

Orion Oaks County Park.

More than facilitles, programs °

and operatlons, however, Ross cred-
{ts the people he bas worked with as
his blggest job asset. Many of thase
employees in the accounting,
net and g areas ha directs
have been with him since be started.
An avid golfer, Ross has honed his
skill on the county’s four courses,
giving him a chance to sce what he
had accomplished.
i “T've enjoyed the diversity of my

Chuck

work and the parks system and bave
been able to see s0 many visible re-
::}E of our accomplishments,” Rass

Dinosaur expert to speak

Jack Horper, tho paleontologist
whoss name s synonymous wilh di-
nosaurs, will discuss his latest dis.
coveriea from the Mesozolc age dur-
ing threo lectures Saturday, April 8,
at Cranbrook Institute of Sclence,
Lone Pine Road, Bloomfield Rills.

Curator of paloontology &t the Ma-
seum of the Rockles in Bozeman,
Mont., Horner 1a the only scientist to
dlscover an cxtensive dinosaur nest.

Hls work kas led him to

ports of his work in Nature, the pres-
tiglous British scleatific journal, and
Scientiile America,

In @ speciat visit to Cranbrook In-
stituta of Scieace, Horner will con-
ducta duaouu;e workshop for ages 12
through adalt begicning at 9:30 am;
a one-hour presentation called “Di-
nosaurs for Everyose,” designed for
all ages at 8 pm.; and finaily, “An
Evealog With Jack Eomet” for
adultsat 8 pmL

ckets aro $25 for the workshop
$5 for adults and $3 for chlldren at
(ho famiiy presentation; and $10 for
the evening lecture (locluding re-
freshments), Tickets can ba rescrved
by calllog 645-3230.

“sonk up” her experlence. After a
single court vislt, Lindow knows
watchlng requires skills boned from
cxperience.

During that solltary visit, Clreuil
Judge Hilda Gage preslded over a
personal Injury case. Lindow sald he
found himself s0 caught up in lestl-
mony, he forgot to observe court-
room procedure,

Atkinson is a typleal volunteer,
middle-aged or older with lme on
his hands, well educated, of at least
moderate Income and somewhat
conservative In personal views, ac-
cording to Atkinson.

“These are our courts. We can
walk in and observe anytime we
want. Unfortunately, most people
don't know very much about thelr
court system.”

Court watching, she added, Is the

public’s commitment to support of a
good Judlciary.
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STEPHEN CANTRELL/stafl photographer

Yvonno Atkinson and Albert Lindow keep tabs on behavior of Oaktand’s 14 circuit judges.
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Save $16 to 3150 on bedpillows

Save 825 to $35

A Purk Row Quualiafil? Soft support
. filled with Quallofil® Dacron® polyester.

Made in USA. 3000°

Park Row Qualloftem®. Extrs fiems

support with 100% DuFont Dacron®

polyester Glt. Both machine wash and dry

and hypo-sliergenic, Made in US.A. 3000°

Reg. Sale
Standend 25 2 for 825
Queen 330 2 for 830
King 35 2 for 35

HE RIGHT PILLOW is
essential to a good night’s
sleep, and a great sale is
critical to any budget. In our
Pillow Area we have the
perfect combination of restful
pillows and soothing prices.

Save $20 to $30

T, Boundary Waters® Screne® Sofl

suppart. Filled with Celancse Fortret®

polyester, hypo-allergenic, machine wash

and dry. Made in U.S.A. 5000
Reg.

13 Sale
Siandsd 320 2 for 820
Queen 125 2 for 825
King 130 2for 830

Save 816 to $24

€. Boundary Waten® Dacron® I8,
Medium support, Filled with Dofunt
Hollofir®* Dacron® 11 polyertee, hypo-
allergenic, machine wash and dry. Made fn

feg. Sale

Sunderd 316 2for 316

veen 1 2fur 818

King E R 2for 824
Save $100 to $150

D, Park Row white goose down. Filied

with the finext European while goose
down, Made In USA. and Imported. 40002

™ 3
Standard  $100 2 for 8100
Queen 2130 2 for $130
King 115¢ 2 far 3150
Save $60 and §80

E. Purk ftow down and feather,

Medium suppart, 30% white goase down
£nd 50% white goose festhers. Hade in
USA. and Imponed, 40007

Reg. Sele
Sundard 30 2lar 859
Queen 380 2lor 880

Save §25 to $40

F. Park Row feather and dosenr, Fiera
pillone 95% small white goose feathers and
§% white goose down, Made in USA. and

Imported. 60008

Reg. Sale
Sandard 425 2 fors2s
Quern 835 Ztor RS
King 340 2 for 40
Save $50 to $85

G. Comforel, Whether you sleep on your
stomach, back or side she comfare will
2djust ita shape 10 provide marimum comfort.
Uypo-allergenic, machine wash cod dr5.
Mede in USA. 10007

g Sale
Standard 350 2 for 330
Queen 00 2 for 370
King . 305 2 forsts

Sale ends April 29,
Brd and Buik, 02 stoves ewept Fart Rrnn
STotal natu i oY Medson's viorrs tisted
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