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Anthony Jogeph Bonelti
charged with murder

Monday, Aprll 10, 1988
s
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An open-murder cbarge against 2
17-year<old Farmington Hills man
accused of drowning hls teennge
giritrlend was upgraded to murder
In the first degree last week in 48th
District Court.

Asslstant Oakland County pro-
secutor Fred Mlller sald investiga-
tors have uncovered additional evl-
dence Indicating premeditation in
the casc agalnst Anthopy Joscph
Bonelli, who 1s accused of taking the
Ufe of Kristina Marie Fracchls, also

of Farmington Hilla,

“We have evidence to Indicate that
he talked about this shead of time;
that's all I'll indicate to you at Lhis
time," Miller sald Friday.

Premeditation Is a pecessary ele-

ment In fIrst-degree murder.

Bonelli Is scheduled to appear at'a
pre-trinl exam Tuesday, April 18 be-
fore 48th District Judge Gus Cifelli
of Bloomfleld Township.

At Bonelli's April § armaigument,

By Casey Hans
atatf wrlter

A 4l-year-old decorated Vietnam
veteran sald Friday he will not ap-
peal o flrst<degree murder coovic-
tion, which places him behind bars
{or the rest of his fe.

Saying he was sorry for his wife's
1085 shooting death, but that it “was
not murder, but a tragic accident,”
Jon Vermeulen of Farmington Hills
was glven llfe In prison without
parole, a mandatory seatence for
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that charge.

Before handing down hls sentence
Friday, Oakland County Circult
Judge Fred Mester called Vermeu-
len's 39-month wait for trial in the
Oakland County Jail an “unaccept-
able” delay, but sald he belleved the

Jury bad reached the proper dec-

slon.

“The famlly is sulfering today,
and they will contious to suffer,”
Moster sald, referring to the famlly
of the victlm, 24-year-old Urime
“Rense” Lewls, who had married
the defendant one month before her
death,

“There's 0 Way Wo C&h remove
the hurt, the sore that has been
caused by this action.”

Lewls was planning (o leave the
defendant, according to testlmony.

ALSO suggested Ver-
meulen “pay a ittle back to soclety”
while serving his time, by helplng
other inmates better themsclves and
ultimately belp soclety.

W can't t peoplo to assault
and physically abuse others,” Mester
said. “Hopefully that was not the

Defondant Jon Vermoeulen listens to Clrcult Judge Fred Mester Friday morning before belng sentenced
murder. A jury convicted the Farmington Hiila man March 23, -

Vet gets life for killing wive

‘hy:pvsld wd.nty you were fighting for

Mester also told Vermeulen he
fiad good qualities, Including tighting
for his conntry.

VERMEULEN ANNOUNCED,
followlng his sentencing, that be did
not intend to appeal. He has 56 days
to doso.

Defense attorney Larry Kalumy
of Birmingham sald he had encoar-
aged Vermeulen to appeal the con-
viction, because of the lengthy de-
Lays In bis trial. The lssue of whether
Vermenlen's first wife coald testify
agalnst him was eventually decided
by the state Supreme Court.

“He owes It to the system to pur-
sue that. !Bart that’s his decision,”

RANDY BORST/tef photographer
for his socond wifo's

Lewis, the victim, was Vermeo-
len's second wife, whom ke married
before a divorce from his first wife,
Sharon Vermeulen, was finalived.

shootlng Lewis with a .44
revolver Dec. 26, 1985, in their two-
unit . at eirwood

Apartments in Farminglon Billa

He was convicted In March of
first-degree murder and for uxing a
firearm while committing a felony.
The first count brought 1ife in prison
wilhout parole; the pecood a mands-
tory two-yeur sentence to be served
concurrently.

Tho defecse conteaded the incl-
dent was a botched sulcide attempt.
Vi len will receive credit for
the 1,102 days he spent in Lhe Oak-
land County Jall.
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_Ised on tha chest.by a bullet fired.
1 coln,

No special treatment —

By Joanne Mallazawski
stalf writor

Farmington Hills city councliman
Ben Marks says he's not getting spe-
cfal treatment as ono of many bulld.
cr/developers n the city with out-
standing (emporary certiflcates of
occupancy, even though city policy
prohiblts such certlficates,

“That I'm recelving spacial treat-
ment is absolutely the wrong con-
ception,” Marks sald, “It scems o be
that the only selective treatment I'm
gelting Is from the people out there

{the public’s atteation).”

Fal Hills residert Luclla
Hempel put the spotlight on Marks'
temporary certificate & week ago al-
ter obtalnlng a copy of a memo from

By Casay Hans '
statf writer

City Manager Willlam Costick, re-

ested by Mayer Terry Sever, re-
quested by .

garding the temporary leate.

As promised at a study session n
February, Sever said be intends to
keep taba on councll members and
other board and commission mem-
bers who have any type of buslocss
withthecity, -

The 1%-year-old temparary cextt-

- based Alexander Hamilton Life Insurance Co of

The Farmin, achool

legal report made public in March.

tarnished.

“We accept , .
no further questions on the matter.”

gton board bas denled
charges (hat tha district bad falsified a dato on &

Most trustees Tuesday sald they were con-
cerned that the school district’s Image had been

Meanwhllo, représentatives from the Farming-
ton Hills company that sought the report and
made the charges, sald in a letter to the district:
. verification of tha dats and have

Su| tendent Graham Lewlis spoke In support
of lhmnmct. followlng accusationa by mﬂim»-

13 £ 0 degree. It hurts Us In the eyes of the com-

munity.” .

Lewis cited the district's high bond rating and cloas, derogatory and an atl
strong un:.bmh‘lyd:.obeuld,:r"bud

L) lnw‘l our handla finan-
ﬁdmdw.m'nhmtywmimhlmue\ih fegala

ple, of

tion gets any worse.’

ORI

America,
“Wa have boen impuned for our Jack of integri- -
ty and hodesty,” ba sald, “and I feel It has tainted

“T don't want to get Into public fights wil
Institutions

otier
wro-will do that, 1 would support that {f the sitas-

Marks

ficats of occupancy ls on Marks® off-
ica building at 26103 Orchard Lake
Road, In the shadow of the city ball
A floal certil] is

pending completion of certaln items,

required by the city engineering de-
pariment. .

MARKS SAID this week that ba

Twenty-Five Cents

the court also approved & warrant to
take halr, blood and aaliva samples
from the defendant to compare with
evidence gathered at the scenme.
Bonelll was first arraigned In the
case’ on March 18 on the open-mur-
der charge. He pleaded inoocent.

Attempts to reach Bonelll's attor-
ney, James Andary of Detrolt, were
unsuccessiul last week,

CHIEF DAVID King of the Orc-
hard Lake Pollce Department, which
is alding the investigation, sald there

Robbery:
attempt
gunfire
grazes 1

By Bob Skiar
elatf writer -

A 13-year-old swimmer was bro--
through the pool window as 2 .
Gealer and a masked gunman

in a robbery at-
tempt outsida Mercy Center Sunday. *

No coe else was hurt by the gun-
fire, which broke out at 5:08 p.m., af-
ter the close of a coln, stamp and
baseball card show at Mercy Center,
11 Mile and Middlebelt.

The gunman, armed with an Uzt
9mm semlautomatic handgun, was
after $40,000 worth of rare colrs in
the back of the coin dealer's van,

ton”
Detroit had cordoned the area.

An off-duty Detroit police fntpec-
tor at the hobby show as a coln deal-
er saw the gunfire and radioed De-
troft police, who potified Farming-

cases of rare colos into his van after:
the daylong show coded when tho:
gunmsan knocked oq the driver’s swin-
dow with his Ud. .

Told be'd be killed If he didn't get
ont, the dealer complied but dropped
his keys, Ovutzide the van, he was bit
on the lde of the head with the Uxi
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Schools say date wasn’t falsified

BOARD members also made com-

SEVERAL
meats, It was the first time the board had met
gioca the acensation was made In a lstter to board
Prezident nd:mhymmm.!m Witten

berg. .
V] teel that this kind of an accmation Is mall-

t in trying to de-

%mhmwdmm ald trustoe Jan.
Iee Rolnick, §ho went 6o far a3 to suggest possidle

etion.
T abare Mri. Rolnick’s outrage,” added trusteo
really

offeng-
board

might want to take a formal position, which 1t
diga't, .
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