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Farmington Hills Mercy has one
major advantage over tho zoftball
teams it will play: Amy Edward.

‘The senlor plicher iz the best play-
er in Observerland, and sho alone
rmakes the Marlins bonafide contend-
er In the Catholic Leegue.

Edward has been Merey’s ace the
jast two seasons and has complled a
career record of §5-19-1, She was 25-
9-1 as a junlor, posting 167 strikeouts
and a 1.37 carned run average.

“She’s changed her motion a little
bit and added some zpeed,” coach
Suzanne Browa sald. “She'll bave the
opportunify to throw some pitcdes
that are starting to move,”

Edward's talent is not Limited to
the pltehing: mound, however. The
obvlous college prospect can swing
the bat, too.

“I FEEL she's a future Divislon I
cplayer,” Brown added. “She can
pltch at most Divislon I schools, but
what impresses most coaches I3 ber
hittlog."”

After batting .400 as a freshman
and 500 as a sophomore, Edward hit
an nstoundlng 715 last year. Her of-
fenslve stats included 21 doubles,
efght triples, three homers and 47

RBI, Furthermore, she struck out
only twlce.

“Shc‘u one player who can hit a
hard ground batl and get on base, be-
cause the defense can't handle it,”

Amy Edward won ali-area honors iast year and is ono of the top
Brown said. players in Obsorverland. She won 20-plus gemos and hit over

RANDY BORST/ctaft photoprepher

softball’

across the infleld mrnm Thompsm
and Gondek are third-year varsity
members,

Cyndi Viall, who had started in
left fleld, chose not to play her sen-
for year, elther. She and Cook are
pear-perfect students and are con-

on college pi
azcording to Brown.

“IT SEEMS these aro things that
happen, and you wonder what the
reasons are,” she sald, “but there al-
ways seems {0 be a blessing around
the corner.”

Brown will be forced to put some
younger players in starting roles
sooner, but she also sces potentlal in
::m. Plus, theyll gain needed expe-

Sophomere Moe Paulin, & return-
ing varsity player, will Gon-
dek's place at third and also perve as
the back-up pitcher. Lee Albrecht,
another varsity holdover, will start
1n left fleld. The 5-foot-11 junior was
the center on the basketball tsam
last fall, and Brown thinks she has
the patential to be a power hitter,
“We're g to change her atance
a lttla and get her into that mold,”
she sald. “She can move well for a

ms have one of best in Edwaw

Mercy's talent 13 not lmited to
Edward, and the Marlins, who were
259 and won a district itle last
year, should bave a good supporting

.

cas

Another key player is center field-
er Kerry Sayers, who also was an
all-Observer selection and s one of
four senfors on the 1989 baliclub.
Brown thought about putting Sayerz
at shortstop but decided abe was
needed more [n the outfleld.

"Kerry has a great glove, a great

700 in her junlor season.

has a good arm and will be instru-
mental at the plate, like Edward.”

IN FACT, Brown has moved
Sayers from No. 2 in the batting or?
der to the cleanup position behlnd
Edward. Senjor Pam Thompsan will
lead off, and freshman Kathleen
Berrigan will bat second.

“Amy can bring those two Ir, but

[n Sayen to get the job dene.
Sayers, a four-year varslty plnyer
as |s Edward, hit 421 and also ha
23 RBI, nine sacrifices, 14 walks and
seven sloten bases last year,
Thompson will move from right
field to sccond base and {il) a need
created at that position when senlor
Lisa Cook, the would-be starter,

blg girl She dave for threc balls (ina
Wednesday) scrimmage and  got
three. I was [mp'essed that she can
move llke that.”

Completing ﬂne lnﬂe.ld i3 Berrigan
at shortstop, is In ltself a
statement o! her nblmy that Brown
would put a freshman at that posi-

thon.
“She's a natural athlete, and the
kid s quick,” Brown gald. “She cov-
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Kerry Ssyers is & voteran center fielder who raturns after an

sense of Lhe ball,” Brown sald. “She

Jorry Hakala la ono of only two returning var-

then we have no one to bring Amy
in,” Brown said, implying confidence

sity players on the North ¥

team, but he wlli miss the ﬂm monlh of tho

s tho other returnce.
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scazon while he con\lnuo- to rocover from 8 Plymou
‘Center flelder Joo Sturtz

didn't comp 6ut for the team. ersalot of greund”
The {otirth sealor, Jenny Gondek,
started at third base but moves Please turn to Page 2

By Dan O'tdosra
staff writer

A year ago, North Farmington
baseball coach Iry Horwﬂ.x had too
many up} and too few
underclassmen in his program.

The dilemma facing Horwits this
year s just the opposite, The mlden
bava too few uppm:lam

Thr: hller is [ood 1a terms of the
futare, but the freshmen and sopho-
mores will bo on the junlor varsity
this year.

Due to the wide gap between vet-
eran players and incoming talent
lul year. Horwltx had & Senlor-dot-

ted varslty and a JV ballelub
ltocked mostly by juniors.

Thus, the Raiders have only t“;_c

Lakes Division and 5-11 Io the West-
crn Lakes Activities Assoclation.

“I THINK we're golng to be a
spolling team,” Horwitx sald. “1
don't know how we can compete, be-
causa Lbe lcague is 30 tough and we
don’t have the
“] hope when John Glenn and

th Salem come over they
don't thlnk its North Farmington
and ag easy win.

Observer equad.

Joe Sturtz
vetersn outflsicor

“We have a good crop of freshmen
and sophomores, o maybe theyll

scrver football team last fall, will

N. Farmington short
of varsity experience
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the top baseball players in the

Kehadwhtwuldcwnyurt
him I 1283, hlmnx.nswlth(our
homers and nine RBYL Shurix hit
closa to .400 and had more home
runsand RBlasa

ed (1o terms of an athletie

but Hakala;
wasn't so forfupate in Avoldlu i.n}n-
Y.
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Mission accomplished for Stingrays

When the Farmisgton Hilla-based Michl-
gan Stngrays Swim Club registered 209
ago-group |wlmmm last fall, coach Peter
Leonhardt set three goals for his tankers.

Ono was w improve the awim Instruction

of West Flnrida'n natatorium.

LEONHARDT put the 12-aad-under pro-
gram under the direction of assistant coach
Chuck McClune, who coached that age group

lands, Doran and Goldsteln placed elghth
(7(001). and the 400 medley team of Frot-
tier, Knipper, Doran and Rowlands finished
15th (¢:01. U).

Ml
y timea were Kol ppu‘l

In additlon to the Stingrays, otber area
swimmers did

well at the Pensacoln meet.
of Ann Arbor was the lons
swimmer to capture a first-place

medal Sho tied for flrst In the 200 butterfly

for ibe 12-and-under swimmers. {. to a second-place finish at the stats meet in 1:00.42 ln the lM breaststroko, with a time of xozu.
he wanted to quallfy as many boys and gir! early March. That helped et the stage for 1:54.91 and Gowlng’s 1:38.40 In lhc zoo tmo-
a2 possible for tho Unlted States Swimming the Gtingray’s overall victory two weeks lat- styleand Pml!ln’l 24,83 In tho 50 l‘m:{yln. RON ORRIS of tbn Livonia 8; At
finals In March and retain the club's stats er when the 13-4, 1516 and 17-18 yi ‘Loophardt sald assistant coach ... guatic Club placed third in 200 M
ttle. swinmers com {10:10.1¢) and mh 1o the 200(1:63.04). per, a former swim star at o-unnd Unlm- (1:52.59). The Plymouth Salem High School
The third goal was to flnish in the wp l° Goal No. 2 e a reality when the Row! was 16th In the 100-yard froe- llly,wulgoodlddluwl.hhwun.—"’ or also was 15th in thoe 300 frecstyle
at the Jualor Olymplcs Sbart-Course Ean club’s older swimmers competed In thelr style (53.14), and Deran was elghth In the “Jeft {nstilled & gwim-yourbest attitude  (4:35.24). Clarencevills Swim Clubd's Jennlfer
Swim Champl ps In Pensacola, Fla. 1'ho xle mest. The comblned rosults of all Ago 400 individual medloy (4:! Mﬂ) and 16th in in our older klds," ha nld. "Wllh and  Knapp tied for 18th in the 100 breadtstroko
Stingrays completed {heir week- ps netied (he club over 2,000 polnts and mn 200 M (2:09.22). McCluns ding 8 witha 1:07.27.
end of April 2-3 when they placed ninth In ﬂﬂl pllod among 78 teams from across the tho relsys, Rowlands, Frottier, Doran reputation as the mw- Iinest ecmptﬁum Tho Pensacola meet bad other highlights,
o naticnal meo , slate. deoldnan placed third In tha 460 swim cleb™ too, Darby Chang, u 18-year-old from Vir-
goals were mtl,'lmnlnmtmd. To meellhclhldxul.Al.llllOawlna. ng,mwuudmeunn&noumm Mlor{umob]xﬁmumm:dlhpa ginla Beach, Va., clalmed first in the
“All of ottr swimmers — toys and girls, ex-  Gwen Rowlands, Kerry Doran, Katle  qualified them for the Senlor Nationals in to quallly a good many swimmers 100 buiterfly with a nations
. enced and those on the rise — each Kalpper, Danlelle Frottler and Linda Gold< long-course, competition naxt August {n Les state long-course champloashis record of §8.21, and 18-yearld Barbara
phyednpnunourwmnm" the 8 Bedford of the natioaal

girls carned 93 polnb to

cvents and threa

steln made quallfying cuts in 18 Individual Angeles,
relays.

-phennlnu:onlol 75 teamns in the L
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Junlor Lo the girls 200 & Umo
of 1:03.61. '




