Schools try to cut, not hurt, FHS project

By Casey Hans
staff writer

School officlals are whittling away at a
multimilllon doifar Farmington High con-
situctlon project, after the flrst round of
bidding showed [t would be more than
$800,000 over budget.

They arc confident they can make the
project aesthetically pleasing desplte the
changes, done hurriedly during Lhe past two
weeks lo keep the project on schedule.

Some Farmington High parents say they
are pot sure the changed plan will be pleay-
Ing and are concerned at the discrepancy in
cost estimates,

“It was very disappointing to feel that
(the project) seemed to be crumbllng,” sald
deputy superintendent Michael Flanagan.
“We're gettng back on trnck. I'm fecllng a

Iot more cunfident now.”
+ Mod

the medla center and dou-
bling its size, major facade improvements
and changes to the front parking area are
all part of the project, originally estimated
to cost §2.7 mitilon,

‘THE DISCREPANCIES between budget-
ed amounts and costs were discovered when
blds were opened March 21. Even with revi-
nms the pm]ect will likely cost the district

than planned. Superintendent Graham

bc'wu said about $200,000 of the overage
was expected because of npmdm needed
in Hshung and electrical systems,
handful of

lllgh pun:uu and leachers appeared at the
April 4 school board meeting to volce con-
cern about paring the project. At least one
was angry at lhe situation, and told the
board 30, to the applause of others present.

“When you approved the $2.7 mln.on, ev-
erything was there. What happened?" asked
Farmington High parent activist Tina Jen-
sen, "You're almost talking another million
dollars. I don't like the ldea of the short-
cuts, 1t's no longer the thing we were told,
as the pubdlic. 1t's been 5o watered down."”

To Jensen's question about why cost estl-
mates were 50 low, a {rom
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‘It was very
'disappointing to
feel that (the
project) seemed to
be crumbling.
We're getting back
on track. 'm
feeling a lot more
confident now.’

— Michael Flanagan
depuly superintendent

lobby “a necessity.”

® The district will continue talklng with
Farmlnglon clty officlals, who are con-
cerned with a proposed driveway in front of
the school to be used by buses. Employces
of Farmlington High say they are concerned
with the current setup, and say “it's just &
mauur of tlme" before a student gets hurt.

TRUSTEES HAVE tentatlvely scheduled
a special meeting for 7:30 p.m. April 11 to
bear !lrm costs and award any bids neces-
sary to keep the project moving. Project
manager ‘Bill McCarthy said they were
working to vevise the plans with low bldd-
ers, but may have to rebid three or four
Htems.

‘Those working oa the project stress they
will not make any revisions affecting pro-
grams In the school, “We are reducing the
costs without reducing the quality of the
program,” sald Judy Miller of Grelper, "I
don’t think there's anythlng we took out that
wasn't cosmetle.”

When the school board approved I.he 327
million last October, at least one trusice
called the cost “rcasonable” and sald the
project would be nice but not Iuxurjous.
“We're not golng to get anything that’s
gulng m Iook llke elegance,” trustee James

the Grand Raplds architect, Grelner, Inc.,
sald: “This goes on In most construction
projects.”

AT THE April 4 board meeting, adminis-
trators gat..am-' direetion from the.board:

® Anenclosed hallway west of the medla
center, acheduled to go as ong of the revl-
slons, will be figured back In, Trusices were
concerned with students having to go out of
the building during class exchange, and
with security to the media center, which a
ballway would provide.

® Ravisions to the lobby area — which
was to be changed to not [nclude as many
tmprovements — will also be figured back
in. Trustee Jack Inch called a. P

last fall heads

the bourd's bulldng acd site committee.
GREINER WAS selected as the architect
for this project, and for the new west-slde

_clementary achool, after the school board's

bullding and site commitice toured the
state and did extensive reviews of several
architectural firms. Money for the Farm-
Ington High project is belng taken from the
dlatrict’s capltal fund.

Farmington High s the olsst bullding In
the Farmington school district. Built in
1953, 1t has many of the original furnishings
and building parts. The upgraded medla
center will serve as the telecommunications
hub between schools In the district; It even-
tually will link the district and community,

to th N

Science training for teachers
sparks heated school debate

plan.

Farmington High, bullt in 1953, will undergo a major renovation pro!och

By Casey Hans
statf writer

0 Public Schools will roll back
its debt millage (wo-tenths of a mill this
year, deputy superintendent Michael Flaca-
gan said Tuesday.

‘The announcement came following a
multimtlllon dollar bond sale that brought
the district the lowest bond interest rate of
any district in the state so far this yeur,

School board president Jack Cetten
called the sale “an cxcellent report on the
status of the dlstrict.”

A total $4.3 miltlon In bonds were sold
April 4 to low bidder National Bank of De-
trolt, which quoted an 7.072 percent interest
rate over 13 years. Six financial companles
bld on the package, which will be used to
build a new elementary school on 11 Mlle
Road, cast of Halsted.

Percentages in the blds ranged up to
7.290, and represented an interest spread of

School boarc
president Jack
Coftton called the
sale ‘an excellent
report on the
status of the
district.’

$146,000, The fssue will cost the district

to close [n about three w

SALE OF the boods was spproved by vot-
ers Jan. 31, following a boud election defeat

onds sold, debt tax dips

for a larger amount last fall. School offi-
cials had promised voters a favorable sale,
promising they would pay no more {n debt
mlllage than the 1.2 mills currently on the
books. :

Flanagan zald the bond sale was *beyond
expectations” and the district’s healthy
flnancial position was a plus In getting the -
district 2 AA rating from both national rat- °
Ing services. :
‘Thmsnoquut!oum!undequltyw
tion balancad the negativa | | of lasiagthe
first election,” be said. “It made a big m-lde
in casing thelr minds.
*“The lesson It taught me, is we mum
continue the good, strong ﬂnandal position
wehave.”

Bond proposals were opened Lt after-
oooa of April 4, andukmtol.\wlchml .
board at @ special meeting that cvening. -
mw&omammemw :
NBD. Helen Prutow was absent.

By Casay Hans
staff wrlter

Farmington school trustees are debating a revised el-
cmentary sctence curriculum that calls for extensive
tralning of classroom teachers. Some belleve sclence
should bechuuxht by spectalists, not by regular class-
room tea

. “1 do ot agree that an elementary teacher skilled in
language arts is capeble of belng in-serviced to deliver
clementary math and sclence,” trustee James Aber-
nethy sald at a recent schoo] board meeting.

“There are other approaches to allow p:ople who eat
and breatbe (math and sclence) to go after it.”

*We need & science teacher and a science room that

has the necessary equipment set up,” trustee Janice
Ralnitk sald. “T think it's a fallacy and I think it's irra-
tlonal to belleve all teachers can teach all things.”

REGARDLESS OF view, the district is focuslng in-
tently on sclence as educators try to beef up programs
and sagging sclence test scores belng felt across the
state.

“The jury ia out and It is not clear,” sald Judith White,
sssistant superintendent for curriculum and staff devel-
npment. "Wa will move canuous\y'. we're testing some

“1 don'l think there 1s a dur aoswer out there. If
there was, we'd be dalng it.”

The dhanslo:x came duting an Aprll 4 meeting, as
trustees approved curriculum revisions and textbook
pudum tnuu.ug $150,000 for a number of education

Desplte feellngs to the contﬂry trustees voted to ap-
prove the 7 the oo the
promise that ndm!nlsintnm wmdd closely monlwr the
program and [y effectiveness,

WHITE SAID that although the Michigan Educational
As&mmthommﬂ%)tuh are one too), the dis-
trict would seek other m for analyzing the district’s
elementary science’ program.
wnl mnke the program “coordinated and articulated,”

'I‘nmee Helen Ditzhary supports the idea of thorough
staff tralolng.

"“They (the teachers) are qualifled to teach all sub-
jects. I have a feellng they can learn these thinga given

¥
. the right kind of training and support,” Ditzhary sald.

SEVERAL YEARS ago, the school board set a goal to
place sclence rooms at each elementary school, some-
thing Rolalck hopes will still occur.

But untll a new el:mentary school Is buflt and the
eased, the district
doesn't have the room 1o cpen sclence rooms, Superin-
teadent Graham Lewls zaid.

“This alternative may be a better way to go,” he sald.
“We don't have the facilities or room available to move
Into that kind of a program, even if we wanted to.”

Kathy McAdaragh, science coordinater for the Farm-
ington dlstrict, sald she believed thorough planning and
schedullng of teacher lclmcc tralolng might “alleviate
some of the concerns

Workshops are planned for throughout the year that
wlil be “tatlored to teachers' needs,” she sald.

Hills couple face tax charges

A Farmington Hill3 buiband and
wife were arrested at thelr places of
employment Friday s the result of

& 10-count federal grand jury Indld-

come for the samo period of
$100,485, failed to flle tzx returns
and falled to pay taxes due and ow-
Ing, lmrdlng 10 a US. attorney’s

ment returned April 4,
Hayes.

Michae! mmhmnl and Mar-
Jens Ltzabeth Tarrant each face five
counts of falling to file federal In-
come tax returns for the years 1902-
08,

The {ndictment :hnrgu that Ml
chael Tarrant, who had a gross o-
coma of $116,812 1or mus. and
Marlepe Tarrant, with a gross Ine

offlce

“An indictment Is only & chnrge
and is not evidence of guilt. The de-
fendants are entitled to a falr trial
where it will be the government’s re-
sponsibility to prove gullt beyond a
reasonable doubt,” Hayes sald.

US. District Court Maglstrats
Marcia Cooke Thursday postponed
the Tarrants’ arrsizament until
Thursday, Apri) 15, She advised the

couple that it was “in lhdr best lo-
terest to retaln an attorney.”

The Tarrants' were released on
$20,000 unsecured personal boad.
They could not be mched for com-
ment Friday afternoon.

1f convicted, each defendant llm:
a maximum sentence of five years'
imprisonment and a $125,000 fine.

The caso was lovestigated by spe-
clal ageats of the Criminal Investi-
gation Divislon of the Internal Reve-
gue Service. The case is assigned to
asslstant U.S. Attorney Exic Straus.

Guard is
arraigned

_on obscenity
X charges

R! Apanmu ta In charged with
ngfx:hlngouemcmmhhwu&

yo'.rold zirl who lves In the Farme-
ington Hills spartment complex,
nur L1 Miln and Orchard Lake

Armgned Thursday before Dis.
tﬁct Judge Michael Hand of Farm-
ington, Dale Douglas Denton, 40, of
\Wﬂled Lako, pleaded not guilty to
obscene toa

$1,000 pending a prelimisary cxam
in 47th District Court.

her over to the gatehouse, The girl
was nceompanled by a 12.yearcld

P Comiction of the high mis-
demeanor carries » penalty of up to
two yeaa I prison and & #10060

mnd sct cash/surety bond nt

The girl, suspicious of tbe man's
Intentlons, gave the video to the
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100 YEARS OF LENOX
Meet Lenox-Historian Ellen Denker
Friday, April 14, 10 a.m.-Noon
Store for the Home, Birmingham
Saturday, April 15, 8-5 p.m.
China Shop, Livonia
Ms. Denker will identify and tell

you the history of your Lenox pieces’

created during the last-100 years.
Lenox Centennicl Dinnerware and

Commemorative Giftware created for .
this anniversary will be or display

Jor purchase or special order in

our China Shop. Shown, recreation
of the Kate Sears Vase, 9%"H, §300.
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