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_;Base them on

PEED LIMITS should be basced on safe!y
standards, not arbitrary guidelines —
even when natural beauty roads are In-

volved.

To best serve the cummunlly safety should be
of utmost concern when the city council reviews
speed limits along the three newest mile-long
siretches of natural beauty road in nurlhww.
Farmington Hills.

“We don't want to live with fast tra !flc every
- place,” councilwoman Jean Fox sald in defend-
ing the low-speed philosophy along natural
beauty roads.

Sure part of a natural beauty road's charm is
tranguility. Slower speeds encourage that. They
help motorists enjoy the environmentally sensi-
tive vistas,

But as councilman Philip Arnold put it, ordi-
Hince guldellnes aren’t “the vehicle for ndd(ess~

11 speeds.”

Z"That’s especlally true in this ease. Speed llmlts
a5t the city’s fast ping northwest quad:
Mere set justa ycar ago.

_:NATURAL BEAUTY road ordinance guide-
llnes, adopted last May, call for a-35 mph speed
{ivnit along paved major roads.

-»That’s already the speed limit on 13 Mile, be-
tween Drake and Halsted. But it's 40 along the
ather two newest mile-long stretches of natural |
Bgauty road: Halsted, between 12 and 14 Mile,

.Along the city’s only other natural beauty road
a}loward a dirt local road — the speed limit is

..Is 40 too fast for Halsted? Maybe not. But a
posted specd limit of 40 often means traffic is
going 50. A natural beauty road designation
shouldn't lower the speed limit, But safety con-
ctrns certalnly should.

How fast traffic goes- along Halsted should
rightly be decided by the city council. Working
with the city's traffic engineer, the council must
weigh existing conditions, planned development
angd the natural features that prompted the natu-

Pulb

T'S A GOOD place to get a videotape or a
compact dise. It’s even a good place to get
books.

¢ Public libraries are important assets to
thelr communities. If you haven't visited your lo-

. cal branch lately, it’s time you pald a return call.
‘This week is National Library Week, and it
z:llw attentlon just how dramatic the change

Unllke the dark, stuffy places we remember

from childhood, ‘most modern libraries are bright
and Inviting,

issue must not
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safety factors

To best serve the community,

safely should be of utmost ! .
concern when the city council
reviews speed limits elong the

three t mile-fong str

of natural beauty road in

northwest Farmington Hills

ral beauty road designation.

Residents of Nova Woods Condos, northwest of
13 Mile and Drake, think 40 mph along Halsted is
just fine, thank you, They point to the city’s uni-
form 40 mph speed limit along mile roads.

But resldents along Halsted think 35, or even
30, 13 more appropriate for a road that has poor
sight lines.

MAKE NO mistake: The three newest natural
beauty roads are wooded, rolllng, historic and
picturesque. . .

A drive along any of these roads, each with a
canopy of trees and a captivating character, in-
stantly relieves the stress of the day. For a
moment, storefronts take a back seat to green-
ery.

Designation as nalural Beauty roads will pro-
tect native vegetation, wildilowers and rock
walls in the right of way from unintentlonal and
unnecessary damage resulting from mainte-
Rrance ar construction activities.

The city took care in paving the roads to pro-
tect trees, vegetation and slopes. Homeowners
have. preserved stone fences. Even some devel-.
opers tied the architecture of their projects to
the area’s general character,

Natural beauty road ordinance guidelines
should be changed to reflect maximnum speeds —
say, 40 on paved major roads — but leave the
exact speed Ilmit to the city councll so it can
consider a road’s individual characteristics.

¢ libraries
It’s time to give another look

They contain a substantial amount of material
of interest even to ron-readers. Many offer vi-
deotape rentals, including movie hits. Many also
have large, well-stocked collections of records,
tapes and dises for your listening plea-
sure. Many also offer the latest in financial plan- -
ning and tax information (though you better
move quickly if you're still doing this year's re-
turns.)

We salute our local libraries — and encourage
you to take another look.

Patient rights

be abandoned

play &n integral part in

Company’s charge of

FARMINGTON SCHOOL boud
trustee Janlce Rolnick called It
“maliclous, derogatory and an at-
tempt in trymg 1o destroy the integ-
rity of this board.

Supetintendent Grabam Lewls

:nld he felt it tarnished the school |

strict's image and “hurts
eyes of the community.”

Three days after the school board
walved attorney/cllent privilege and

urts us in the

challenged the date on the photoco-
pled veraton — a baseless challenge
in my book,

Granted, In that veraion the dato
appears lighter than the body of the
mporf. But it surely doesn’t look al-

tered, as charged by William
Menaster, PR man for the Farm-

ington th-bned We insurance

company.

In checking the original copy In
députy superintendent Michael Flan:
agan's office, Observer stafl writer
Casey Hens found that the date's
typeface indeed matched the body of
the report. She found po &lgn of al-
teratlon.

Flanagan,
sured the publle “we didn't change
anythlog” - -

a man of his word, as-

WE SUPPORTED Alcxander
Hamilton Life’s Freedom of Infor-
mation Act request to try to examine
that key document.

On Jan. 31, voters by & 3-1 margin
approved $73 million In bonds to
build a west-side elementary to help’

requests were turned down, compa-
ny economist Patrick Anderson filed
& Freedom of Information Act re-
quest to cxamine all district docu-

altered date low biow

mentation that openung money
can't be used to bulld a new school.

The district administration made
flve documeants available but — clt-
ing attorney-client privilege — with-
held district attorney J. Kingsley
Cotton’s legal report. To its credit,
the school board walved tbat privi-
lege March 31,

TO ME, McMaster's claim that
the date was altered before he even

glnal
copy came off as a blatant lunge for
puhlicity.

Ditto for company economist Joel
Wittenberg's March 24 letter (o
achool board president Jack Cotton.
Instead of inquiring why the date
secrus to look lighter, he couclnded ll
had been altered and
know why. .

As it turns out, the reason the date
might look different is because the
original two-page opinion was re-
duced to one page for general re-

lease — a taxpayer savisg, in my’

mind.

Bob Sklar is editor of the Farm-
ington Observer. .

‘Farmington readers’ forum

Letters must be signed, orginal coples and Include the auufess and lele-
phone number of the writer. Names will be withheld from publication only
for sufficlent reason. We reserve the right to edit them. Send letters to
Readers' Forum, Farmington Observer, 33203 Grand River Ave., Farming-

ton 48024.

Parents laud
school board

To the editor:

It s great for Farmlington Schools
that our parents and educators have
openly verbalized what wo bhave
knowa for so long: that parents do
thelr chil-

ATIENTS' RIGHTS 1 in Michi-
. gan is far too important and necessary
to dle at the hands of the abortion con-

. troversy.

State Rep., David Hollister, D-Lansing, has
worked 15 years for legal means to allow pa-
tlents to designate an advocate who will carry
out their expressed desires for medical treat-
ment, including termination of thit treatment.

But Holllster s glving up after long battles
with special interest groups — both pro-chol

Right-to-die legiglation Is not and

should not be an abortion lssue.

We support prahtbltlny a paflanl
te from

treatment for a pregnam patient

that would be detrimental to the

emfryo or !e:un without probete

and pro-life factions — that have turned the pa.
tent rights legislatlon tnto an unresolved abor-
tlon controversy.

We urge Holllster to hold his ground and con- |

tinue providing the leadership necessary to le-
gally honor patient wishes without foisting crim-
fnal and clvil llability on medlcal professionals
and family members.
* Right-to-die legislation is not and should not
be an abortion issue. We support prohibiting a
patlent advocate from exercising medical treat-
ment for a pregnani patient that would be detri.
mental to the embryo or fetus without probate
court approval.’

! BUT RIGHT-TO-DIE legislation' can and
should stand on its own. Today, family members
of such patients appeal to the court system for
help. If this {ssue 15 a thors In the side of special
interest groups and legislators, remove the thorn.

! Deleting the pregnancy provision from Hollis-
ter’s tegialation would not change the legality of
;zutedm.g an embryo or fetug in this state. But

removal would open the gates for changes in
thé:statc probate code for patient rights,

Special interest groups have a right to their
opinion..But {erminaliy Il patients have a right
uu'elld fram Hngering in frustration and agony

court app

process.
mmmmhwn’ml-

dow Cam-
whlch Highmea commen
modeled — really says it all:

We applaud the {rustees of the
Farmington Board of Education {for

PP sibling pricrity at Bigh-
They patiently and re-

as captives of modern medical t

1

o our facts and.

Abortion and fetus rights ly don't
appear to have a resolution in our tlme< ‘The
number of patients, families and medical profes-
sionals who could benefit from right-to-dle Jeg-
islatlon far outweighs the number of pregnant

patients and their families whn may be forced to
seck a lengthy and to thelr

eelings. Thoy were senaitive {0 our

oa!. lppredxﬁnl our sense of bu-

1nor and empathizing with ou some-
times intenso emotions.

1t Is timo to make way for more

mmmnnlly participation ard io-

dilemma in the court syatem,
As Hollister told reporters recently: “A preg-

ing, polley
uoa) 'm

nant weran fatling into a persistent veg

state happens about three times in a decade.
That concern has prevented this devlee from
being used many, many times. This bill Is im-
portant. Abartion Is not the Issue.”

WE AGREE. Now is the time to address over-

riding human needs, not the political needs of

« legistators and special Interest groups eyeing the
clection year.

While legislators and special interest groups
have successfully thrown this human and medi-
cal Issuz into the abyss of philosophlcal debate
over the deflnltion of new life, terminally ill pa-
tiénts continue to linger In agony. And their fam.
Ilics and physiclans continue to suffer the toll.

P
luna thu public for thelr committees.
Let's follow It Jead when it comes

1 will ccho your editorial for “ac-
celerating the u.meuble .. fora
second Common Campus” to make
this educational lyymad: available
to those who do desira It

in the district doea
mon campus for thelr child. We need
to continue to be a dlstrict of cholces

and options.
Sczan J, Shapiro, president
Bigkmeadow PTA

Sowerby a
solid choice

him to be competent and well-qualt-*

fied for the poaitton of council mem-

Some of tho very key issues that
face our city in the near futare re-
quire astute, well-thought-out, deci-
slon-making our council.

clty’s future,

A vigll attitude should be main-
talned on a continuing basls 50 as to
assure that foture development is

“managed” and that our city’s resi-
denta are given maximum benefit
from our tax dollars,

I belleve that Paul Sowerby could
add the stability and positive ele-
ment to the decision-making process
enl within our The
council surely had a tough task in at-
mﬂn& to choose from the candi-

that there were sev-
eral candidates that one could con-
#ider as belng *“‘well ed.” the
balloting process In selecting
“ " y was pot an
enviable cne. However, the ultimats
test Is based on the result and In this
case, 1 am glad to commend the
council on Its cholce.
—————Andrew J, Hatlw, IH,
Farmington Hills

Corps says
thank you

your generous con-
tribution of time and effort, we are
able to report to you that we have
becn able to urva m 000 poople.
part of

o1
perienced by Farmlagton Hills In the
10t v years, it Is imperative
that those pcrsmn charged mlh ro-

av-

to and

* activities; public announcercents,
vitations to joln and npply for posl
tlons on temporary or permanent
committeen

Dick taham goneral manager

m:!navnrdtynnd luuuuconlm-
uo {o recognixs that their decision-
making power has the ability to
saverely alter tho course of our

Suburban Communlications Corp.
Phillp Power chairman of the board
Richard Aglnian prosidont
Richard Brady advertlsing managor
Frod Wright chiculation manager

our pmviﬂln a mxmnn seryices In
the metropolitan Detroit area In
1983,

We are over mindful that oor abil-
ity to serve is greatly dua to thuup-
port you have mvcn tous.

Col. Clarence

Salvation Army’
=== @Observer & Eccentric Newspapers -

Stovo Bamaby monaging oditor
Rich Periberg assistant managing oditor
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