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She’s a mother
Actress relates to role as Kate -

By Eihe! Simmons
stalf writor

AROL HARRIS can Jdentify
closely with the role she
plays, as the housewlifo-
mother in Nell Simon's

“Broadway Bound” at the Birming-
ham Theatre.

“Ew.-rybad brings to a role who
they are,” said the attractive, dark-
hatred actress, during a backstage
interview onc afternoon last week.
“I'ma mou:cr. 1 have three daugh-
ters.”

Deeriblng u:e character Kate, she
said, “She I8 very stern as a mother.

gz; thinks she knows best for every-
Hards Joan Rivers

I& Cathio Broidenbach
speclal writor

<When the Muppet Babies come to
Wwn next week In the musical
‘Yhere's Anlmal?” Bill , Prady,
writer for the show, will visit hls
parents [n B! gham and take
them to sce the Muppets playing at
e Fox Theatre,
« For the last four years, he has
tiog scripts for Jim Heo-
Bon's crew of colorful Muppet char-
hc{em 1In a phone interview from
Callfornia, Prady quipped that he
{5 good at 'writing for kids because
YI'm immature, It seems to-be &
Yensibllity e plugged into. I write
for the child inslde of me.”
21 grew up watching Kermit,"
Bays the 28-yearwld Prady, who
went to school at Cranbrook In
Bloomileld Hllls and was ralsed in
0%k Park, Southfield and Birming-
Ham.
= Rermit the Frog, the indomit-
mu Miss Plggy and thelr lovable
friends spark ‘the imaginations of
TV-era children as much as Pooh,
Biglet and Raggedy Ann thrilled
¢arlier generations. Since he was a

Baby Animal poses with Bill Prady of Birmingham, who
wrote the show “Where's Animal?” that will be on stage
Tuesday through Sunday, Aprll 23, at the Fox Theatre in
potmil‘

Scrupcs bring out
ithe child inside’

kld, Prady has been. rooting for
Kermie. Now be writes for Kermie
and the gang.

‘THE SHOW "Where's Anlmal?”
spins off from “Muppet Bables,”
the Saturday morning TV adven-
tures of the Muppets when they
were young. It stars Animal, the
electric-baired, wild-man
drummer — when he was a fuzzy,
rambunctious tyke riding his Big
Wheel. .,

Prady explalns the theory behlnd
the medeap Muppet plots. “Muppet
Bables can go anywhere through
the power of [meglnation and we
(writers) get to think up wonderful
places they can go. We teach kids
o use imagination u a problem-
selvlngnndleamlu

In “Where's Anuml?" the Mup-
pet Bables play hide and seek and
Animal hides with such Ingenulty
that none of his friends can find
him, The show encourages children
in the audlence to get involved in
the hunt because the characters on
stage can’t find Animal, but the au.
dlence knows his hiding place.

Please tumn to Page 8

on Broadway, in the role of Kate,
and also understudied the role of
Kate's slster, Blanche. She did two
performances when Rivers was out.
Before the Broadway production,
Harris was in the national tour of
“Broadway Bound.” She understu-
dled Carole Shelley as Kate and did
one performance, [n Chicago, when
the star was sick.

*“1 consider myscii a ioving per-
50n,"” she sald, pointing out onc cle-
ment she believes adds to her por-
trayal of Kate, Linda Lavin created
the pivotal role of Kate In the origl-
nal Broadway production, “T thought
she was very warm the role,”
Horris sa

“Broadway Bound” continues a
flve-week run through Sunday, May
7, at the Blrmin, . The show is
Sirected by Peter Lawrence, who di-
rected the comedy “Soclal Sec\u"lly."
which was held over there last sea-
s0n.

‘THIRD PLAY in Simon's semi-au-
tobiographical trilogy about lhe
Jerumn {lmlly. 'Bmd"y Boun

Memvln“ and “Biloxi Blua" ('both
plays had long runs at the Blrming-
bam} left off. “It’s the same family
10 years later,” Harrls sald.

The most poignant and talked-
about scene in the play Is the one
where Kate “tells about the night she
danced with George Raft. We get to
sce her as a young glrl before We
affected her so harshly,”

In an Intimate momest, Kate and
ber young son, Eugene (Peter Birk-
enhead), dance to “It Had to Be
You,” playlng on the radlo.

Harris the dance sbe shares
with Eugene i based on the Castle
Walk, which was popular in 1915-18,
when Kale would bave danced with

Carol Harric, who began her performing career
at 4, gave it up willingly to raise her family of
three daughters. Since her return to the stage,

in the Bir

on Broadway and on the national tour. Now nhc
is starring as Kate, mother of Eugcnn Jerome, |

she has understudied for “Broadway Bound”

Ralt “35 years ago.”

» she sald, why

Bound"” is set in 1948,

1t wasa't difficult for ker to do the
dance scese, “I started In the busi-
ness as a dancer,” she pointed out.
“Peter (lhe director) and I kind of

a teenager, she
danced with a eborus Line of 18 girls
— the Gae Foster Roxyettes — at
state fair grandstands all over the

country,

Harris was bom in Long Island
and started in show business at the
ageof 4.

SHE SAID ber parents always
took her and her elder slster to the
ballet and theater when they were

She sang and danced, w
summers. After she started with the
Roxyettes, abe -found the business
difftcult. Harris got married, had
three daughters und was happy to be
nthomcmlslna

issnd an audet for my

she and a {riends started a children's
theater, tbe Musical Players The-
atre, on Long Island. It ran for 10
years, when her chlldren were grow-

lng np
stasted studying acting again
and d Including one
1or Bagu Spaghetti Sauce that ran
four years oa television. Al

lock very Italian, especially on cam-
era,” Harris sald,

She did showcases, “small things
o get experience. There are a ot of
off-off-Broadway theaters fn Man-
hattan.” Harris and her busband, di-
rector Michael Mannes, live in Man-
hattan where she teaches at the Cir-
cle In the Square Theatre School. She
conducts the musical interpretation
clasy, telling how to sell a song &s an
actor,

‘Harris and ber busband have wﬂt‘

lay about
age in the Bronx “in what Is baslcnl-
1y a ghetto.” Mannes grew up in the

Theatre p

X
mothu." X

xhe £aid with a smile. a

Harris also is writing a stage phy}
about growing older. The main chares
acter Is a woman whosa careed de-
pends on her staying in her 40s. Ut—"
ing a serum for test acimals, “Ghod
stays the same and her boshand gm-
oldc.r ... Inwardly you age nny-
Wﬂy

Harris' wardrobe for “Bmawny
Bouad" was banglnz on a rack ln hc:»
dressing room. “She has (wo house:a
dresscs, and the blne and white dress 3
for the Gmrgc Raft d.mee. the u\‘
tress saj

o

thing the role of a stmple hm~
wife from Brighton Beach, “I don't

bave to wear any makeup, They gray.«

my hair, [ can relax. The costumes |

are very comlortable.” . s ; .
H
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