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Role of polyurethanes IS expandmg

AP — Polyurethanes, once consid-
ered ideal for finishing certsin types of
wooden floors, have developed into
versatile coatings with a much wider
range of practical uses. For one thing,
they now serve equally well as furni-
ture finishes.

The popularity of polyurcthanes is
due to several things, even though
they often cost more than most of our
traditional finishes.

They are almost impervious to
household chemicals, water rings and
other stains. They are tough and resis-
tont to scuffs, acrapes and everyday
wear and tear. And, for clinchers, they
took great.

With the introduction of satin and
antique flat versions, polyurethanes
now offer do-it-yoursellers a full range
of sheens. Also, certain polyurethane
formulas now contain inhibltors to pro-
tect them from the sun’s ultraviolet
rays, for exterior use.

SINCE THE DAYS when polyu-
rethanes were considered an optimum
woating for Lowiing alleys, which ca-
dured intense wear and required a fin-

ish wuh maximum impact and abra-
sion resistance, they have had the rep-
utation of being a bit difficult to
handle. This was especially so on proj-
ects requiring more than one coat.

The technical director at United Gil-
sonite Laboratories, John Molski, says
the truth is that the successlul appli-
cation of a palyurethune finish is guite
simple. The key is in the care taken
during the preparation.

Most often, polyurethane clear f{in-
ishes are applicd to bare wood surfac-
es. They may also be applied to previ-
ously coated wood surfaces, but spe-
cial care must be taken.

Existing finishes in poor condition
must be stripped completely. Lacquer
or shellac finishes should nlso be re.
moved because polyurcthanes do not
adhere to them. Existing vamish fin-
ishes in good condition should be thor-
oughly sanded to remove all gloss. In
any case, a smoothly sanded surface is
essential to the success of any wood
finishing project.

Many projects are stained to a de-
sired color tone before final coating
with a polyurcthane. Before staining,

woark the surface from a medium (150)
to o fine (220) grit sandpaper.

AFTER THE STAIN has been ap-
plied and given sufficient drying time,
the surface can be prepared for coating
with the polyurethane. Lightly sand
the stained surface with 220 sandpap-
er. This will ullow the pulyureliene to
better adhere to, or “grip,” the wood
surface.

pension — or, evenly reincorporated
into the mixture. (Never mix any type
polyurethane coating on a paint
mixer.) Periodically, stir satin and flat
polyurethanes during use, also.

Pour the t of polyur
you expect to use into a smaller can,
and reseal the originat can. This keeps
dust and dirt that the brush might
pnck up from contaminating the re-
mmmng product, and also minimizes

Alter ding is pleted, v
or brush the surface clean, then use a
tack cloth for a finnl wipedown. Il a
tack cloth cannot be located in stores,
moke one by dampening a good quality
cheesecloth in mineral spirits.

The polyurethane can now be ap-
plied. To ensure successful application,
use at temperatures between 65 and 85
degrees Farenheit. If using a gloss po-
Iyurcthane. DO NOT STIR: the coat-
ing is ready for application as is, Mol-
ski says. Stirring moy introduce air
bubbles into the coating that will
adversely affect the finish.

Conversely, satin and flat polyu.
rethanes contain a flattening ogent
that must be gently stirred into sus-

ski Using & natural or nylon
bristle brush with a topered edge,
“flow on" the polyurethane evenly.
For smoothest application, hold the -
brush at the same angle at which the
bristles are cut.

A foam applicator may be subsmut-
«d instead of o brush, especinlly if the
jobis small.

Dip the brush or applicator into the
can, letting the excess drip off. Don't
wipe cxcess off on the rim of the can.
Doing so can create air bubbles on

. both the can and the wood surface.

Stroke as smoothly as possible, trying
10 keep a wet edge so strokes blend
well,
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