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Healthy lawn still possible despite draught

. AP — A healthy green lawn may
stil] be possible this season even if it
suffered damage in last summer's heat
and drought. .

If more than hall of the lawn is in
goadd shnpe, it can be rescued by reno-
vation and overseeding, according to
Bob Tracinski, consumer information
manager for John Deere, manufactur-
ers of Jawn nnd garden equipment.

Renovation includes cleaning the
lawn of weeds, thatch and debris.
Overseeding is planting new seed over
the entire area. “Not only will renova-
tion take care of the trouble spots, its
a beneficia) treatment for the existing
lawn,” Tracinski said.

He suggests starting the rehabilita-
tion by testing the soil, so that its lime
and fertilizer needs can be determined.
The testing can be done by most coun-
ty extension offices for a small charge.
Prepare the samples by cutting thin
slices six or seven inches below the
lnwn's surface, including soil from sev-
eral oreas of the lawn, Put them into
clean containers labeled with informa-
tion about the location of the soil and
what you intend to plent there.

NEXT, REMOVE unwanted weeds
and grosses, using a herbicide that will
not leave a residue that might harm
healthy grass or new seedlings. Expect
to wait several weeks before attempt-
ing to plant new seed.

Thatch, a inyer of lcaves, doad geass
and other debris, accumulates between
the grass blades and the soil surface, It

or fertilizer, add them next. For most
lawns, a fertilizer ratio of three parts
nitrogen, one part phosphorus, and
two parts potnssium works best. Use
no more than one pound of nitrogen
per 1,000 square feet of lawn.

The grannd is now ready for new

seed, which should be spread evenly

over the area, raking it in lightly with
the bare soil. Seeds should be covered
with no more than one-quarter inch of
soil.

Finish and maintain the lawn with
regular sprinkling, fertilizing and mow-
ing. In hot, dry weather, water several
times a day.

can build up thickly gh to prevent
water ond nutrients from getting to
the soil, and it con harbor pests and
disease. The easiest way to deal with
it is by using a thatching machine or
thatching attachments for riding
mowers and lawn tractors, which can
be rented. These function as mechani.
cal rakes, cutting into the lawn verti-
cally and slicing the debris with sharp,
blades or tines. '

Then the soil should be loosencd up
and aerated, to allow air, water and
nutrients to pass through to the roots
of the- gross. Aecrating can be done
manuaily by punching holes in the soil

with a large spike or by a machine thot -

can be rented, It's easiest to work ona
damp lawn.

IF THE SOIL TEST points to lime
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