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Zinnias, marigalds stili most popular

By Earf Aronson
spocial writer

UST AS there are polls to rate the
. popularity of candidates for elec-
J tion to public office, there are
surveys to determine the most
popular ‘flowering annuols for home
gardeny,
- According to one poll, the top 10 ore:
zinna, marigold, petunia, nasturtium,
alyssum, aster, morning glory, portula.
ca, snapdragon and sweet pea. The re-
aults of this survey were based on sced
sales figures. Petunias are first when
sales of started plants are considered.
Zinnin, a native of Mexico and Cen.
tral America, is “the jest.
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into the garden from seed, But you'll
get corlier flowering from started
plants (bedding plants) or seeds start-
ed indoors. Marigelds and zinnins like
full sun. A mojor problem of marigolds
is the leaf hopper. Aster yellows or
fusarium wilt also may attack them.
Destroy disensed plants promptly.
Petunins, believed to be native to
Argentina, have become much im-

grown annuals for seeding directly into
the garden, It is available in a wide
range of colors, flower forms and plant
sizes. Few pests bother zinnlas, but o
disease called powdery mildew may at-
tack folioge in late summer. New zin-
nia varieties are more mildew-resis-
tant.

MARIGOLD, ANOTHER native
Mexican, alsa is easy to plant directly

d'of late with regard to color and
size. Becnuse seeds are so tiny, it is
best to start them indoora or to buy
started seedlings. Petunias prefer sun-
ny locations in well-drained soil. They
are bothered by few pests, but may de-
velop disenses if planted in poorly
drained soil or overwatered.

When buying, petunia seeds or
plants, dstermine whether they are
single, double, multiflora or grandiflo-
ra. Single blossoms have only ane layer

of petals; double blossoms-have two or
more layers. Some fancy double varie.
ties have waved and frilled petal mar-
gins and resemble powder puffs.

Also easily grown are nasturtiums,
which are native to Mexico and Peru.
1t is best to plant their large sceds di-
rectly in the garden because nasturti-
ums don't transplant as readily as do
other flowers. Trailing and climbing
varicties are available, Sometimes,
black aphids attack the leaves' under-
sides,

EXCELLENT FOR edging is sweet
alyssum, o low grower with a long sum-
mer flowering scagon, In warm cli-
mates, this Mediterranean native can
be a perennial, While virtually pest-
free, sweet alyssum may be attacked
by flen beetle when first set outdoors
in spring. .

Asters ore subject to several dis-
cases that persist in the soil or are
cond rotate planting sites each year.

Morning gloriss are good climbers,
Occasionally, tortolsc beetles chew
holes in the lcaves.

Portulaca,

or rose moss, doesn't

have many enemies and is a fine low-
growing annual for a sunny spot.
Seeds often sell.sow. although these
volunteers eventually revert to single,
tess attractive flower forms.

Because suupdragon seeds ars 20
“small, it is best to buy the flowers a3
started plants or to start them from
seed indoors. Their best growth and
flowering occurs in cool weather, os
hot weather often discourages Nower-
ing. They are subject to a few insect
discase pests.

Swect pens are cool-weather plants,
They often decline rapidly when hot
weather arrives.

Not in this poll, but likely to be in-
cluded in other polls of this type, is
impatiens. The flower is availoble in a
number of colors and will provide color
for a Jong period.

Ear! Aronson is the garden writer
for Associated Press. For a copy of his
“AP Guide to House Plants,” send
$1.50 to: House Plants, AP Newsfea-
tures, 50 Rockefeller Plaza, New York,
NV 10020. Gardening questions must
be accompanied by a stamped, self-ad-
dressed envelope.)
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"~ White 48" Wide Closet

GIVE THE ONE YOU LOVE
SPACE!!

Closets « Utllity Rooms » Walk-Ins = Garages

Custom Designed & Built
“ALL MICA”

Closet systems
* Installed

$199°" i
« Adjustable
«Changeable
« Deeper Shelves Than Others
» Professional Service
+ Do It Yourself Kits
«No Snag Design .

« Closet Palnting Available
« Gift Certificates
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Call For Free
Home Estimate
PDS Co.

. 731-8259.

D 't walit. - Offer
ends May 31, 1989.

Seo tha Four Seasons differenca and
Save Bigi Choose from ning solanum
designs in aluminum o with ex-
clusive toatures hko Hoal Muror™ Glass.

ENTER THE BEFORE AND AFTER
DESIGN CONTEST.

Grand Prze: Win up to $15,000.°
CALL OR VISIT TODAY FOR
COMPLETE DETAL.S!

CEEES

OQutdoor Living..Indoors®
Over 250 franchised localions nationwice.
Four Seasons Design &
Remodeling Center

44809 CASS
UTICA - 284-4466
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. SPRING SALE .
© 15% OFF '
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i‘;..'ﬂ Specializing in 118" width
« fabrics {or seamless 7
. curtains & droperies.

¥ * Laces, Sheers,
Textures, Casements
* By the lg“aﬂl or Custom
de Draperies
* Decorative Pillows
¢ Trims
* Tahle Linens
" ¢ Wall Tapestries

* Brass & Porcelaln
Accessories
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! Located at: 124 W. Fourth

AR ARALIANT
oy '\y,;:,'-’

\{ (corner of Center)
o<y’ downtown Royal Oak
- 543-6920

., Hours: Monday-Saturday
( a 9:30 am.-6:00 pm. %y
& Evenings: by appointment »2%
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