Raccoons, skunks in daytlme?

By C. L. Rugonatain
stolf writer

Last fdll it rainod raccoons in
Troy when the distemper-infected
animals fell out of thelr trees and
into people’s yards.

It was an odd sight, and its mem-
ory revives worries now that spring
ia bringing out area wildllfe, includ-
ing rambiing racoons with ail thelr
cute, cuddly bables.

“We want people to be mmlul of
wild raccoons and skunks they sce
during the daytime hours,” :ald Carl
Anderson, manager of Oaklond
County's Animal Control Division.
“These anlmals are nocturnal and
shouldn’t be out during the day. If
lh:y are, they are probably dls-
cased.

ANDERSON 1S cspeciaily con-

cerned after two recent cases of ra-
bics, the flrst to occur o Qakland
County in at lcast seven years.

He also noted an outhreak of ra-
bies tn the Tuscola County urea last
spring.

The latest Oakland County In-
volved a raccoon fn Spring,ﬂtld

north of

stray cat turped into the Auburn
Helghts anlmal shelter.

“The cat acted perfectly nomml
‘when we got it in,” Anderson sal

At Lirst Lhey mpeckd the m had

, which b: slmi.

lnr 1o rables, Andemu sald,

But during a normal 10-day
he cat dled on the ninth

raceoon was In a family's yard dur-
ing the day and “tangled with the
family dog,” Anderson sald.

Anlmal coatrol officers caught the
raccoon and shipped It to Lanslog,
where it tested positive for rables.
‘The dog had been vaceinated for ra-
bles, however, and was unaffected
Anderson noted.

“It was the {lrst fn 10 years,” An-
derson sald of the rabid raccoon.

‘THE SECOND incident involved a

day.
A veterinarian nnd assistant at the
lhnllm' who had been scratched by
the cat had to undergo the painful
rnhlu prevention treatment.

t least nine le in Tuscola
Cmimy’l Mayville area had {0 have
the series of five shots last year af-
ter being bitten by farm animals,
dogs and barn cats,

ANDERSON ADDED that there
has alwoys been & reservolr of ra-
bles and dmemper in the wildlife
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Be waiy

Eut the Springfleld Township incl-
dent puis him on the alert because
“my own biggest fear is that rables
wlll get into the domestle aniral”
population, Anderson sald.

That's what happened in Mayville,
where farm pets bado't been vaccl-
na

Similarly, Anderson fears Oakland
County pet owners haven't adequate-
ly protected thelr pets against the

isease.

di

“About 40 to 50 percent of dogs
and cats are vaccinated a t ra-
bles” he said. "The World Health Or-
ganizatlon guidellnes recommend at
least 70 percent of the animals be
vaccinated to prevent a rables epi-
demie.”

(Bustsation/MARYIN TEEPLES

Raccoons and skunks may carry a bigger bite than a dog since they could be infected with

rables.

The best way to avold a possible
problem is to be prepared by having
pets innoculated, Anderson sald,

THE RABIES innoculation for
puppies Is good for one year in dogs
under six montks of age, said Dr.

Gasow of Gasow Vetrinary
Clinle in Birmlingham. Shots for dogs
a year or oldrt are good for lhrce

years.
Rables immunizations for cats,

- however, are only good for one year,

Gasow
‘Anderson noted that there are two
types of rabies — the furlous rables

familiar to most people, and dumb
rables,

*The animal just gets very lethar-
gic, just lays around and drools,” An-
derson sald of dumb rables.

With dumb rabies, a wild antmal
such as a raccoon or fox would ap-
pear tame enough to touch, but again
Anderson warns, “Don't!”

If the anlmal Is behaving strange-
1y Anderson said to call the Jocal ani-
mal control officer, or his olfice in
Oakland County to pick it up.

THERE'S NO cure for rabies, a
virus that attacks the central per-

vous system and destroys the braln,
Anderson said. It's always fatal
within 10 days for unvaccioated ani-
mals. Unless treated immediately in
humanps, the disease is fatal within
14 days.

A person bitten by a suspeeted ra-
bid animal should wash the wound
Immedlately with scap and water,
then get medical attention.

Anderson also stressed capturing
or killing the anlmal.

“Don't shoot it in the head or
smash the skull,” he said. Theghead
of the antmal is preserved «od sent
to Lansing for testing. i
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