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staff writer

Farewcils are seldom as perfect,
complete and fulfilling as the one
Farmingten Hills Harrison sentor
Chad Burgess enjoyed Thursday af-
ternoon.

1t was pure storybook stuff when
Burgess, a three-sport star whohas a
llngerlng knee problem, ended his
high school carcer prematurely in
the annual city track and flcld meet
at North Farmington.

In his prep finale, Burgess won the
800- and 400-meter runs and an-
chored the winolng 3,200 and 1,800
velays tcams while leading the
Hawks to thelr third straight cham-
plonship.

Farmington's girls team also cap-
lurcd its third stralght title with lit-
tle dlffleulty, The Falcons had su-
perb efforts from a number of peo-
ple and ran away with the crown,
beating runner-up Harrison by §%

polnts.

The latest triumph for the Harri-
son boys was a golog-away prescot
to Burgess from his teammates.

“WE DROUGHT that out last
night at practlce, and we sald if it
was (his last meet) we wanted to
give this to hlm as a gift,” Harrison
conch John Schumacher sald. “We
dedicated the meet to him.”

Burgess, whom hls teammates
holsted onto their shoulders and
tossed into the air afterward, hes
“fatigue knee,”" which oaly rest can

Fond farewell
Hawk runner excels in prep fi

nale

I thought it was kind of neat lo win the
800, because I've always been beaien
by great runners like Al Stebbins and
Brandon London at Farmington. To
win all four of my races is a great

feeling.’

— Chad Burgess
Harrison track star

cun: apparently. Burgess, who made

All-Observer teams In football
nnd basketball, sald kls doctor told
him he nceds o rest the knee for a
perlod of several months.

Burgess plans to continue In ath-
letles at the collegiate level next
fall, however, Ho s still undeclded
but could play football at Ferris
State, basketball at Grand Valley or
all three sports at Alblom.

“] thought it was kinda neat to win
the 800, because I've always been
beaten by great runners like Al Steb-
bins and Brandon London at Farm-
ington,” Burgess sald. *To win all
four of my races i3 a great feeling.”

Schumacher remains hopeful that
Burgess will be able to continue,
however. The Hawks achleved an-
other clty title with a much younger
team than they had last year, and a
veteran athlete like Burgess is cru-
clal to any addltlonal success

Mark

laz:kle at the University of Michigan, spoke to
El

sterold use.

son hopes to have this spring.

“He has that fatlgue knee, and any
meet could be his last,” Schumacher
said. “His doctor tells him {t's a mat-
ter of pain — how much he can en-
dure,

“IT WOULD burt the team a lot.
He's gnt a lot of abllity, and he's a
great athlete.

The Hnwb who swept first place
In the relays, also had key contribu-
tlons from Bobb Beauchamp, Dave
Foss, Jeff Barringer, Cabe Morphew,
wi Mauhews, Joe George and Jake
Murdock.

Beauchamp and Morphew were
double winners in Individual events,
t0o, Beauchamp won the 100 and 200
dashes, and Morphew was first in
both hurdles races.

Ir addition to Burgess, Beau-
champ and Morphew,

Foss, and John, Berry
WIT o 052 o more of the relaw

teams.

“What was important about this
meet Is that we had some young peo-
ple come through” Schumacher
said. “We've got 50 many young kids,
and we're golng to have to rely on
them, I've got 47 kids out who've
never been out for track.”

Farmington dominated the glrls
meet, winning 11 of the 16 events,
includlng the sprint relays. Coach
Bruce Brown hopes the convinclng
victory is a harbinger of things to
come.

“WERE STILL golng to have
some tough meets, but It should glve
the girls a lot of enthusiasm for the
season coming up,” he safd.

The Falcons weren't short of stars
entering the meet, and the competi-
tion produced yet another one —
senfor Jennlfer Reed, a transfer
from Massachusetts. Reed won both
sprints and tke loog jump, and she
was on the winning 400 relay team.

"J'd say she helped us quito a blt,"”
Brown sajd, adding Reed's arrival
was well timed, She bas filled a vold
on the relay team created by the
graduating of Jo Fox.

] flgured she was pretty gwd but
I dldn't know she was that g
Brown safd. “She's a quiet nnd mms-
sumlng person. I asked her what she
bad done previously, and she gave
me some times. 1 flgured she was

George, Chris Bucalos, -Murdock,
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Messner, an All-American dofensive his football career and the dangers of drug and

Is a formor all-stater at

. By Dan O'Meara
slaff writor

‘Tom Niemi was fired as Plymouth
Canton boys varsity balketbul]
coach last week, use th 001
district wants a coach who also
works in (he building.

Niem), who coached the Chlefs for
the last four years, teaches history
at Balleville High School. Ho was un-
available for comment Friday,

Nlemi was informed of the decl-
sion Thursday during & mecting with
Canten Principal Tom Tattan and
Athletic Director Paul Cummings.
The Observer also was unable.to
reach Tattan for his comments last

bu
statement released Friday, sald:
“We have appreclated the effort
shown by Tom Niemi during his lncu;

at Plymouth Canton

Howaever, we bellove a change in the
basketball position iy in order.

*Mr, Nleml was employed only for

- the coaching posltion, He was not a

-

y School about

full-time employee in the district.
We are sceklng someone who can be
more directly involved with the dis-
trict and district activities.”

CANTON WAS 11-10 last season,
but the Chiefs had won back-to-back
the Western Divislon of the
Western Lakes Actlvities Assocla-
tion the two previous years: Canton
was 19-5 and won the school's first
district champlonship in 1987-80,
"“Tom's record speaks for itsell,”
Cummings sald, adding he was
pleased with Niemi's coaching pere
formance and felt no animoaily
toward him. He sald he would do
whatever he could to help Niem! find
another coa job,
“As far as we'ra concernad at the
present time, (the p:u:nluu) says
i right there,” ho added, “Somebody
in the community might not kmow he
wasn't & teacher, I didn't want uy-
ono (o think we were releasing him
from two posilions.”
g8 sald the action was not
tho result o! player, parentai or stalf

Redford Catholic Central,

Canton brooms boys basketball coach

complalnts about Niem! personally

or ln conchln;. He sald
Lhe ded.ulnn to fire Niemi was
prompted solely by the deslre to
imva a coach in the high school build-
n|

8.

*“That's why I don’t think you waut
to make anything more of it than
there Is,” Cummings sald.

« “It's important for the coach to
see the players In the hxliways as
well as on the court or fleld. I just

plete In that regard, and
couladoltlnlllolourlotcolchln(
ons,"

NIEMI WASN'T the only cox
who taught or worked outside of the
building and cosched a Canton or Sa-
lem athletic team. Don Smith and
Ken Johnson coach the boys and

A

Plsasa tumn to Page 2
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Chad Burgess raises his arms in victory as hoe crosses tho:
finish line at the conclusion of the 3,200-meter relay. It was lha
tast track meeot for the Harrison star.

Messner: Don’t let -
dope spoil potential

By Casey Hans
stafl writer

Success is what has driven the life
and career of defensive llneman
Mark Messner, who recently gradu-
ated from the University of Mich!-
gan after an AH-American football
career and is anxlously awalting
Sunday's NFL draft.

“That was always my maln goal
— to be successful”" Messner told a
group of fourth graders at Longacre
Eleeen]:enury in Farmington Hills lnst
w

The former Redford Cathollc Cen-
tral star visited the class after cor-
responding  with student Garrett
Ogllvie for a school assignment. He
talked about his college football
days, his life, bis attitudes and the
dangers of drug use,

““The good lecllnp you have when
you succeed and win last longer and
fecl better than any drug,” he sald.

Messner, who has played for U-M
in two Rose Bowl games and was a
member of last season’s winning
team, sald he hopes to play profes-
sionally for the Detrolt Lions — the
bometown team ha calls “Numero
Uno"” — where he could be part of 2
comeback,

“YOU'RE GOING to ride them on
the way to success,” he explalned.
“If 1 go to the Lious and they start
dolng very well, I get to ride that
emotion.”

glirls soccer teams at Canton and Sa-
lem, respectively — four high-pro.
file programs.

Smith teaches-at-Gompera Ele-
mentary School in Detroit, and John-
son works for Detrolt Diesel Corp.

from their coaching posl
Cumpmings sald it was a matter of
evaluation ln Nlemi's case and de-
clined to comment further on that
aspect.
“T'm not trying o be cvasive,” be
sald. “From the standpoint of the
school district right now, this is the
dlrectlon we're golng to go.”
g2 sald he plans to post
Immedlnu:ly within lhn
uhool district for the

apply but has no specific candldate
In mind.

“l tell you that after 10 or 11
ys,” bo 3aid. “Thers aro a lot of

hlball coaches in the system.”

I the school can't find & c‘mch

e e e =

‘Drugs in athietics is
becoming a tarrible
problem. Every drug
affects your brain. it
kills brain cells. It
doesn’t heal. it never
changes. if you try
(drugs), you'll never be
the best you can be.
You'll naver reach your
goal.’
— Mark Messner
U-M football All-American

But Messner would be just as hap-
py playing !or three of his favorite
teams - Los Angeles, Mlaral or
Seatde.

Messner started his love affalr
with football as a sixth grader, and it
Just grew from there. The only foot-
ball injury be ever sustained was a
in high echool, He
bad no special desire to play football
for Michigan, but nttended col.l:ga in

Ann Arbor so he cocld be close to
hume and famlly.

“Until I got ln Michigan, I wasn't
l dlchard fan,” he sald. “But once

get to Mlchlun. your blood
lunu blne.

{rom among lu current staff, it will
behlhoumcpmlumuilwu
with Nieml The district woa't have

& tea tion to olfer a coach
(rom outside the district sloce it re-
cently gave pink alips to more than
:::,.tuehen. according to Cumm-

“I WON'T know the answer (o that
until after I post the job,” ho zald.
Cummings m resalvo the

teaching
offer to go Into business with hls fa-
ther, But bo has yet to submit an of-
flcial letter of reslgnation to Cumm-
ings.

Cummings sald Niemi's {lring and
resulting vacancy la the pro-
gram waa not related to Neu's ap-
pnl\:nl vacillation and his unresclved
stafes,

i

His cholce was Mich!gan’s galn, a1
he ended his career leading the
Wolverines in tackles and taking
with him good memories of his col-
lege carcer and Michigan athletic di-
rector and head coach, Bo Schem-

er. :
“[ Joved to play for Bo,” be sald.
“If T could bring Bo with me, I
would. He makes you the best plxye(
and the best person yoo can
That's why Mlchlgu 1s s0 good. He
demands perfection.

THROUGH HIS four-year carcer, *
Messner said he tried “to talk with -
Y'i’uﬂ people . . . and Jead by exam:
er 3

“Hard work and setting goals —
that's what each and every ope of
you has to do," he told the students!
"Sct it very high, That's how you be:
come!hebm.laeugmwben

All-Americon” )
Messner encourages youngsters (0
stay away from all drugs, includlsg

sterolds, which are popular for m:
cle bullding with some ulhlm g
stressed, however, there “are still
more good luxlctu llun bad” R

“Drugs in al is becoming &
terrible pmhlcm," ho sald. “Every.
drug affects your brain. It kills brain
cells. It doesn't heal. It never
chabges. If you try (drugs), youTl-.
never be the best you can be, 3
“You'll never reach your goal,”" ha

ed.

Tom Niemi
coached Chiofa four yoars
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