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He flnds humor in musnc

eynobmm
special writer

A man, a gultar and a decade.

Hand Gerry Grossman his Ovatlon
acoustic guitar and he looks '60s.
Onee he begins to play, ho feels '60s
Md heckom hu audlence to do the

And he loves it. Just ask him.

“The only dlfference between the
sudlence’s part of the show and my
part Isthat1 gel pald for it," be satd.

Grossman, 38, is a rock'n'roll co-
median, Hls reclpe for Jaughs is sim-
ple — a mag, a guitar and the music
of the decade be loves, He claims
that ke can play any A-slde of any
rock'n'roll 45 released before 1970,
50 he’s mever at a loss for material,
The final ingredient is the audience,
which is expected to get Involved.

“The show starts off with me get-
ting the audience comfortable with
the Idea of singing,” Grossman said,
“This i3 not like lstening to a record
or watching a video. With my show,
the audience is part of the action,

“The humor does not come from
Ihe music itself. The way I look at it,

ther than a hot dog and beer at
erg,luy Fleld (Grossman Is a native
of Chicago), there’s nothing more en-

. joyable than mtznlng to music and

Inughlng.”
Witk Gmmman just about any-
thing can be to the '30s

Gerry Gros mnn, with his Ovation acoulllc gullar, Iookn ke a

Brooks, Johrn Denver, REO

rod: nml! even his Improvisational
style of humor.

‘I've pever liked comics who just
go up there and reclte thelr lnes,”
Grossman sald. “It's just like going
to se¢ a band to hear them play a
certain record. On one hand, you
want It to sound as good as it sounds
on the record, but on the other hand,
you want something more.”

GROSSMAN grew up in Chicagoe
during the "60s, He bad a gultar and
played in a band for awhile. In 1968,
be declded to go sclo. He took hls
trusty Ovation with him, and ia the
next 20 years, the rock’n’roll/com-
dey combo took him all over the

country.
“I've played in cvery possible clr-
cumstance,” Grossman sald.
“Avenas, bnrs. clubs, even tents,
Anywhere,
He opcned for the likes of Albert

and Cheap Trick. He is
close {rlends wllh John Prine, with
whom be's done some recordlng.

“I've got tons of my own material,
stralght ahead rock'n'roll," he said,
“The only recordings I care to men-
ton' are one atbum and lour singles
though.”

Grossman refers to rock’n‘'rol! and
comedy as “the twln sons of differ-
ent mothers.” But when he gets up
on stage, sometimes he bas some
walls to break down because of his
appearance,

“The bulk of mlddle America may
look at me and think ‘hlpple burnout
old rock'n'roller, " he said. “To
those peaple, I say, ‘Listen for a few
moments and then make a judg-

ment.*

"“The way I look is not a calculated
thing. It's just the way I look, and
I've Jooked that way for 20 years,”

Once the barriers are broken
down, Grossman and his audience

product of the '60s. By chance, ho is, and his style of
rock'n'roll/comedy is a reflection of that era.

can get down to fust having fun.

“I can see humor in all kinds of
things, but mostly things baving to
do with our culture — and
rock'n’roll is a part of that culture.

“IT'S ABSOLUTELY wonderful
knowing that after 20 years of play-
ing ‘Johnny B. Goode' you're still
playing ‘Johnny B. Goode. What it
comes down to Is this: ¥ it's good, it
stays good.”

For that reason, Grossman docsn't
look at the upsurge in "80s nostalgia,
fucled in part by the whole “Blg
Chlll” gencratlon, as a prime compo-
nent In the continued popularity of
that decade's musie.

“1 don't look at it as nostalgia,”
Grossman sald, “As long as people
want to hear it, I'll play it.”

Gerry Grossman will appear
Wednesday through Saturday,
Apnl 183-22, at Chaplin's East,
34244 Groesbeck Hwy., Fraser,
For reservations, call 792-1902.
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COMEDY CLUBS

Here are some listings of conie
dy clubs in our area. To let us
know who {s appearing at your

ub, send us the information:
Comedy Listings, Observer & Ec-
centric, 36251 Schooleraft, Livo-
nia 48150,

© BEA'S COMEDY

Garry Pollack, Lisa Recker zand
Downtown Tony Brown will perform
Friday-Saturday, April 21-22, at
Bea's Comedy Kitchen, 541 Larned,
Detroit, Showtimes are 8:30 p.m. and
11 p.m. For Information, call 981-
2581,

© CHAPLIN'S EAST
Gary Grozsman will appear with
Mu'(o Scortino and Downtown Tony
Brown Wednesday-Saturday,
19-22, at Chaplin’s East, 34244
g;x;ubedk Fraser. Shuwﬂmu are
p.m,

@ COMEDY SPORTZ -

Comedy Spotiz at the Heldelburg
will havo § improvisational comedy at
8:30 p.m. and 11 pm. Friday and
Saturday. The club is at 215 N, Maln,
Ann Arbor. Showtimes are 8:30 pam,
acd 11 pm. For reservations, call
905-3888,

o JOEY'S

Todd Jerdan from the “Improv’ in
Las Vegas will perform Wednesday-
Saturday, April 19-22, at Jocy's
Comedy Club, 36071 Plymouth Road,
west of Wayne Road, Livonta, Show-
times are 8 p.am. Wednesday and
Thursday and 8 p.m. and 10:30 p.m.
Friday and Saturday. Thursday 1s no
smoking night. For information, call
261-0555.

@ LOONEY BIN
Gary Hardwick will perform Fri-
&

and 8:30 p.m. and 10:! 30 y.uL Friday
and Saturday. For information, call
1921002,

@ CHAPLIN'S WEST

Scott Novotay will appear with
John Novosad and Joyce Nadar
‘Tuesday-Saturday, April 18-22, at
Chaplin's West, 16890 Telegraph
Road, south of §ix Mile, Detrolt. For
Information, call 533-6868.

April 21-22, at The
lmncy, ‘The Wolverine balmgc. 1655
Glengary, Walled Lake. For infor-
mation, call 669-9374.

® MAINSTREET

Jobn Riggl will perform Friday-
Sunday, April 21-23, at Malpstreet
Comedy Showcase, 314 E. Liberty,
between Division and Fifth, Ann Ar-
bor. Showtimes are 8:3¢ p.m. and 13
pm. Tickets are $12. For Informa-

ton, call 9£8-9080.

® COMEDY CASTLE

Billy Bmer will appear Tuesday-
Saturday, April 16-22, at Mark Rid-
ley's Comedy Castle, 2593 Wood-
ward, Berkley. Showtimes are 8:30
pm. 'Puud:y through Thursday and
8:30 pm. and 11 pm. Friday aod

Saturday. For reservations, call 542- .. K

9800,

© STEVEN WRIGHT

Steven Wright will perform at & .
p.mn. Thursday, Apri} 20, at the Pow.

er Center In Aun Arbor, For infor-
matlon, cali 423-6666.

@ SANDRA BERNHARD
i will perform at 8

p.m. Saturday, May 8, at the Power
Ceoter in Ann Arber. For informa-
tion, call 423-6666.

© HOLLY HOTEL
Nick Poradies, Tim Slagle and

ly Club
Holly Hotel, 110 Batile Alley, Holly,
Showtlmes are 8:30 p.m. Tharsday
and 6:30 and 10:20 p.m. Friday and
Saturday. For information, call $34-
5208.
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_\/ Jamie Strikes Again!

SPRING BREAK ON PRICES

Livonia

29703 W, Seven Mile (Just W. of Middlebelt)
4

77-9077

LUNCH SPECIALS -
{taclades Saup & Salad) WAS NOwW- { ~ -
Hot Roast Beef with PM.IIA) 325 .75 —
Hot Meat Loaf with Potat 1325 1.7 P
Roast Chicken with Drmlnl and Potato =25 s
and Sa uu‘i.n wllh Pr(r.d Potatoes ey "
Battered Cod 325 .78 -
Bl Pork Sl&lk with F‘rmch Fries 335 "rs
Ox N.Y. or T-Bone Steak with Potato Hes
PLUS SPECIAL SAVINGS ON SANDWICHES
DINNER SPECIALS
TUES-WED-THURS.  5P.M.TO9P.M. COCKTAIL HOUR
WAS NoW MON. THRU FRI.
N.Y. Strip Steak ~ * 150 5:30 P.M.-8:30 P.M.
Broiled Fish ’ U 30 P(M c;‘.',,?," P.M
Cmy(euqll)(ggg Includes Soup, Salad, Vepetable Hors d'Oe:
MANY OTHER SPECIALS uvre

Travel
Planner

SAN FRANCISCO
BUELLTON/SOLVANG

LOS ANGELES
HOLLYWOOD

" Prige includes:

alines with in-fight meals
¥ To-Your-Room boggoge

handiing

¢ Hotel/Alport transfors
(in Catifornio)

¥ Hotel Accommodations

. Entrance Fees
¥ Fully Escorted

LIVE L.V. TAPING (Secsonal}

EOBEN CoAsT TOUR

Departs Tuasdays from most major U.S. Al

May 23, 1989
June 20, 1989

v Alr Transportation on scheduled

# Sightseeing & Special Events

Sponsored by
THE

Glbgerer & Eccentric

NEWSPAPERS

in cooperation with

O TOURS g,

Due to limited space on these tours, your
fully refundable $100 deposit must be made
early. Reservations can be confimed with
deposlts only on a first recelved basls.

)

WM”IS_‘@

24824 Michigan Ave,
Dearbom M! 48126
(313) 278-4102

PLEASE SEND ME AT NO OBUGATION A TOUR BROCHURE
EXPLAINING ALL THE DETAILS AND APPUCATIONS FOR THE

FOLLOWING TOURS:
Q Golden Coast Tour
Q Hawali King Tour
Q Hawall Queen Tour
Name
Address
Cty ——— ————
St e e —— — — —

o e
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HAWAII KING TOUR

Deaparts Tuesdays

WAIKIKI
KONA & HILO
MAU!

KAUA!

sultcases may bo takon but will be chargod
by the escort at §15 each, A fight bog may

be carried froo of charge.
Porsond Transfers-Alport to hotel round tip
#Tips for boggoge handing aro includod
VGratuilies fo divors and escorts are net

[ butleft to the 10! the

Incividual four momber,

KOMA & HItO
MAUI
KAUA?Y
Departs: -
May 2/1989
May 23, 1989
Pnao Includes:
Ak Transportation round tip via echodidod jot ak Ino
wﬂn mugm meat sorvico ps inter-sand tights,
ol Accommadations based on twin/doublo
bod.roon'a In fino resoit hotels
vVSightzaeing and spocial events as Bisted, All Entenco
Faes and Tronsion Includad,

In o single sufieao. Extra suitcesos may bo taken
butwt bo chargad by tho EscotatS15each. Aficht . '

bog may bo carmod froo of

chargo.
+Pononal Tranzstors aport to hotel sround trip,
T3 for baggage handing aro includod,
* /Graluitios to divars and oscorts are [t tncluded but
Toft to tho discrotion of tho Indiviual tour meminer.
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