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MICKY JONES

One place you don't want to mias when in Nashville is the Grand Ole Opry, It's synonymous with country and western music.

Nashvillie: The best there is in ‘country’

‘Nlagaca Falls. Nearby 19 the center of the commerclal country music ".

By Carolyn DsMarco
statf writar

The third best thing about Nashville is the air farc, $19 one way from
Detroit Metropolltan to Nashvllle International aboard Southwest
Alrlines in a promation that continues until May.

Expect that for $18, however, that you'll get no assigned seating,
elbow-to-elbow discomfort and flexible scheduling — you’ll leave when
the){'m good and ready. Grin and bear it and remember how much you're
saving.

Sccond best? The fricndly people. Apparently, listening to all those sad
songs about lost love, illicit love, unrequited love and undeserved love
cheers them up. “How're y'all doing?" s a staple, dellvered with a

cere smile.

Once they catch your non-native accent, you'll have to explain where
y'all are from and that you've never met their Aunt Mabel {from
Belleville.

Naturally, the best thing about Muslc City is the music — COUNTRY
HUSIC lu capital lettors,

1f you don't like the George Jones-Lelty Frizzell-Hank Snow-Grandpa
Jones-Dottie West-Skeeter Davls schoel of musle, stay away, Nashville is
not for the borderline country {an, the ones who only listen to Willie
Nelson and Kenny Rogers. Nashville is for fanatics.

Wealthler fanatics stay at Opryland Hotel, adjacent to Opryland
U.S.A,, “the world's only musical showpark” (apen March 25 through
October), Hotel visitors pay $139 a night plus a whopplog 12 percent
roam tax during the off season.

‘I'EE BUDGET-MINDED who have made Opryland park a destinatlon
stay across the Music Valley Parkway in aight of Opryland Hotel at
Ramada, Shoney's or Fiddler’s Inn for considerably less.

Wherever you stay, you'll want to tour the vast Oprylmd Hotel just to
ogle at the sheer size of it — nearly 1,900 rooms. It is not to be belleved
unless seen. Pleture two acres of tro, plcal plants underpeath skylights
with dancing fountalns and wilh
names like Sarah’s Kitchen, Rhett's and the Jack Danfels Saloon.

Breakfast menus here and In other local restaurants arenot for
cholesterol-watchers — eggs, biscults and redeye gravy, ham and
sausage, catilsh, fried potatoes and grits,

Getting around Nashville ia easy, thanks to a clreular freeway system,
A tour of downtown Nashville u lncamp!eu: without a pass through -
Muste Row Yo'l know you've found it when you sce the parked tour

Indmdunl museums and gift shops have sprouted specifically for the

'dedl:atcd fans of Loretta Lynn, George Joncs, Conway Twitty, Willie

elsbo, Minnle Pearl, Alabama and Elvis Presley, Never mind that

P:ulny lived not in Nashville, but Memphls. It's all ove state for the fans
ol Ihamm from Teancssee.

estern boot stores, wax museums, record swm and clothing wﬂ.!l '
fdngu are also on the strip, which hos a tacky

" wlth 64 years behind it, broadcasts several

publishing industry, street after street of recording studios and related
offlces, -

Not enough reason to go to Nashville? Here are more: -

e THE GRAND OLE Opry, the nation’s oldest continuous radio show,

times during the weekend

from a theater on the grounds of Opryland. A half-hour segment Is
filmed and broadcast on the Nashville Network, Send ahead for tickets
and you can be there for the performance, which features musiclans such
as Hank Snow and Roy Acutf, who have been around since the 1940s.

® Opryland features a number of llve shows on the amusement park
grounds, and 21 rides. All-day tickets are less than $20 for adults. On the
grounds and available for an additional charge Is a crulse oo the General
Jackson paddlewhee] showboat.,

@ The Country Music Hall of Fame and Meseum is on Music Row, It
features highlights from the Grand Ole Opry and memorabilia from
noted country stars. A tour of the RCA recordlng studio Is included in the
$8 admivsion price.

# Nashville Palace is located across from Opryland Hotel and
features shows by up-and-coming artists for a reasonable cover charge.

# Ernest Tubb Records has three locations In Nashville. You won't
find any Guns 'n’ Roses here. You will find all the new releases by
country artists and a lot of the out-of-print stuff. At the location on Musle
Valley, across from the Opryland Hotel, the Midnight Jamboree Is held
every Saturday with free performances by old standby Opry stars and
new talent as well.

If you're only in l.olhe e]dla,awpby the Great Escape, a used record
store on comic books and baseball
cards.

® JACK DANIELS Distillery is 70 mlles south of Nashville, but it's
worth the trip, even if it Is In 2 dry county and you'll never get a sip. A
good ol’ boy wiil lead you on an interesting free tour through the nation's
oldest registered distillery seven days a week. Our good o]’ boy was
Randall, great at answerlng questions:

“‘How many people work here, Randall?”

“I'd say about hall,”

There's & souvenlr shop of Jack Daniels memorabilia in nearby
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The vast Opryland Hotel lan!unn 1,900 rooms and
* two acras of tropical plants
with [/ and in-
torsparsed.

L g, but not much

There's lots more to Nashville and not all music related — the home of
Andrew Jackson, Vanderbilt Unlversity, riverboat tours and a tour of
Belle Meade Mansion, a former plantation and later a thoroughbred
pursery. Or If you haven't bad enough country music, several tour
cornp:mlu offer tours of the homes of country stars.

about for tourists, contact the

Nuhvllle Area Chamber of Commerce, Convention and Visltors
Division, 161 Fourth Avenue North, Nnxhvule. Tennessee 37219,
Telephone (6135) 259-3900.

Y'all bave & good time.

y Dabble Siklar
peclalv«lmr
: According tottwcaleadu pring
has arrived. But don't let Old Mnn

Winter fool you. The Detroit area
Bas been known to bavo sow as late

as May,

If yourre a bot weather, outdoor
enthustast who complalns about the
bad weather, read on. There's maore
than enough things to do — outside
—evenil the weather i3 a bit nlppy.

‘Take a day and visit the Alpena
Sportsmen's Island Wildlife Sanctu-
ary, There you'll flnd wild {owl Jeed-
Iog arcas and roadside parks. There
am also qulel nature anas with

med , flshing and viewlog
pa!;lilonnl. For dAuIlu, cnll (817) 356

Reduscovermg}

shipwrecks, the preserve has ona of

lhv.- highest densities of wrecks, rang:
ing from a 130-foot schooner to a
485-foot steel steamer. For more In-
formation, call (517) 354-41B1 or 1-
800-582-1908.

If you like gardens, wander over
to the Matthae! Botanical Gardens in
Ann Arbor, There's a conserval
that houses tropléal, temperate and
desert flora. The grounds laclude
rose, perennial, mcdlch:al rvck and
herbal gardens, plus
woodland areas. Call 763-7060 (or
more Information.

OUTDOOR LOVERS also should
visit McCalmy Place . In Battle
Creck. Thére's a dowutown festival
mnrletplm with more then 35 m-

express cal caterics to
strolll ‘iﬁ“mm Call {818) 9857380
for more details,

MlnanreekCount Pnrknnd.

Nature Center in Berrien Springs,
nature eothuslasts will leel .-fm at
home. There are ed trials, hik-

groom
in and natuatist pruzmm. c:ll (m)"

4712817,

In Bloomfield Hills, you can walk
through tha gronnd.s of Cﬂnhrook.

place to find it. In operation since
1892, this 18 the largest market of its

enough to make apyone's winter  kind In the Unlted States.
blahs fade gway fast, Call 645-3212, Inside, visitors can bargaln with
Then there’s Chelsea and the Chel-  vendors for the freshest vegetables,

sca Milling Company tour, which of-
fers a tour of the home of Jiffy bak-
ing mixes, A alide show (with re-
freshments) explains the production
process and s followed by 2 walking
tour of the plan and warehouse
areas, Call 475-1361 for details,

If you haven't been on Detroit's
People Mover, consider taking a
ride. You'll enjoy a breathtaking
view of the city as you move quickly,
qumly and safely en one of tho most

systoma o the world.

u may want to gob off at the
Grécktown station, where you can

mlkammd,lpurmwwmom

or buy your mate a fresh

yoed from une of the street ven-

ﬁ?m 982-RAIL for more lofor-

‘Whether you're looklng for fresh
feuits, flowers or vegetables, the
Eastern® Farmer's erkel ia the

{ruits, meat, cheeses and flowers.
Call 833-1560 for more informatlon.

OR CLIMB aboard the trolley In
downtown Detrolt for a ride. You
can get & unlque operralr tour ol tha
city, from the Renaissance Cente:
Grand Clreus Park, on ono of me nu~
tique red and brasa trolley cars.
Stops include Hart Plaza, Mariner's
Church and Cobe Hall, Clll 833-7692
for detalls.

I-‘eellng like a Spaxiuﬂ How about |

a tour of Michigan State University?
Tour tha pation’s first land-grant
college. It han a-8,100-acro campus
and tours include tha gardens, muse-
um, p]murium, ilad.lum, carillon
tower, ceater, farms and class-

. room lldll:’lu. Call {517) 3554438

fer Informal

The Fitzgerald Park ledges In
Grand Ledge are wonderful to visit
and excellent for beautlful outdoor

hotography.

F Flugznld Park {s best known for
the view of the ledges along the
Grand River. The ledges are sedi-
mentary rock outcroppings aod a

the out-of-doors this spring

the first state capltals to emulate the
dome and wing of the US. Capitol in
Washington.

THE MICHIGAN State Caplicl,
in 1878, is considered an

E?nu, dua to their unique geolog!-
<al formation.

The park has & nature center, fish
Indder, three miles of nature trails,
three plenic pavilllons and various
play and plenic areas to accommeo-
date large groups, Call (517) #27-
7351 for detalls.

—Take a trip up to Hartwick Piacs
State Park in Grayling for a fun af-
ternoon. This 49-zcra preserve of
towering virgin white plm mnd:

architectoral gem and an outstand-
Ing example of Victorian craftsman-

 ship. Call (517) 335-1483 for tnforma-

tlon.

Animal lovers should pat the De-
trolt Zoological Park in Royal Qak
on Lheir agenda. It's the flrst zo0 in
the United States to use barless
dwelllngs to exhiblt more than 300

es of anlmals.

Some of Its 1,200 lpeclmem In-
clude polar tgers and pen-
guins, which the xoo Is noted for, azd

as a lving

tiles and mam-

once-fabulous mrihun forests. An
lntorprellve cnnlnr focuses on
umbering history. Additlonal attrac.
tions Include a log memorial bulld-
berman's

Buw about  visit to viow tha exte-
rior architecture of the State Capltol
Building: lo Lansing? This is ona of

rep!
mals found In natural habjtat seft- -
ings and In tho park's lakes and flow-
cr gardens. Call 398-0908 for detalls.

and resorts t?ﬁm

ranges 0Cp you

for a long time, For locationy and
more {nformatlon, call the Michigan
Travel Burcau toll-free at 1-aoo~
5432-YES,




