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sent MDOT = resalutlon agrecing to
give up thelr zequest for an 1-098 In-
near Drake In exchango
{er the state-owned land. The state is
not expected to donate the land.
“The stata is under o mbadato to sell
for market value,” Costick satd.

Dy Joanna Maliozowaki
sl wrtter
Farmingtun Hills clty offlclals are
offeriog to buy nlmeat 37 acres for
" . %600,000 for o new park gouth of I.
. 698, west of Farmington Road,
“All we're doing at this point Is
.~ making an offer. It has not yet been
+-. purchased,” Clty Manager Willlam
. Costick gald,
. The clty council a week ago gave
;- Castlek tho go-ahead to bay the land
for $22,429 per acre. The city Is of-
. fering a $100,000 down payment and
.-t land contract to be pald within 10

years, .

The acrezge, owned by Jack Pelty,
_ 13 part of a swath of land south of the
-- frecway that city officicls are cyo-
. Ing for park usc. The Peltz property
. s Immecdintely east of 44 pcres
« owned by the Michigan Department
.’ of Transportation that city officlals
sare in obtat

». Two weeks ago, the city councll

SPECIAL CENSUS motiey from
increased state sbared revenues for
. a documented . population fpcrease
could help pay for the Peltz proper-
ty. But the city council last” week
sald it would prefer the parkd and
recreation commisslon use moncy
from the five-year, .05-mill Jevy for
parks and recreation, approved by
voters three years ago. That's what
the park levy ls for, according to the
coupeil.  °
The paris and recreation commls-
slon was expected to dlscuss the is-
sue at its regular meeting Tuesday,
Parks and recreation on
hal Dennls Fltzgerald was un-
avallable for comment Tuesday.

Next year’s budget for the park levy
.Is “pretty well programmed,” Cos-
tick mald,

City officlnls arc hoping to cecure
stute grants to help buy the MDOT
property. Purchase of the Peliz
property with state grants 1 not a
possibility. Grants muzt bo obtained
before property ks bought, not during
or alter the purchase, Costick said. ,

‘Though plans are stlil speculative,
city officinls would-like to acquire
the entire strip of land south of 1-698,
west of Farralogion Road, totaling
110 acres. That would Include 40
acres owned by Mike Harowitz and
the Selective Group. The planning
Jeommisslon recently npproved a site
“plan for 72 cluster houses on thal

property.

City officials are conaldering addi
tlonal land for youth athletle factli-
ties, such 23 goccer and softhall
flelds, A new 18-hole golf course ls
also an option, though a difficult one
because of the terrain of some of the
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acreage south of 1-608,

“IN MY view, we can develop
playlng flelds on the northerly por-
tlon closest to the expressway where
trees are more sparse,” Costick sald.
“On the south side, thero's more
trees and rolling terrain for lelsure
recreation — jogglag, tralls.”

Costlck aald he lan’t optimlstic
about buying the Selective Group
property because of prico, timing
and the sultabllity of tho land for
golf course,

Even {f the Selective Group prop-
erty could be bought, the 110 total

. acres of the lend south of I-496

would probably be 10-20 acres short
for a sultable golf course, Costlck
sald,

“All we're doing is assembling
property as this polnt,” Costick safd,

As a prelude to any buying of addi-
tonal park land; the city council In
carly April authorized clty adminis-
trators to apply for financlal belp

Possible Parkland.

1635

Michigah Departmentol . 5
Transportation property - . B

"——‘I,

Drake Road

Quaker Valioy Subdivision

through the Michigan Natural Re-

sources Trust Fund.
Clty officlals are applying for a
grant to buy ap;

1y 85 acres for a cost of up 1o $2.5
millien. If the city ls awarded the
grant, the state would pay for 75
percent of a total profect cost and
the clty the remalning 23 percent.

MAYOR TERRY Sever sald he
bas been working this year (o find

Man gets life in prison for murder of 4

Sralth, 24, were stabbed to death,
The Darnells’ Old Redford house
on Cooley, ncar Grand River and

s« ‘The min convicted In the slashing
;deaths of &Farmingten Hills exceu-
tive, his pregnant wife, their young
daughter and an unwed mother the
«family. hind sheltersd hos been sen-

Darnell was .vico president of
American Business Computer Infor-
mation Systems in Farmlington Hills,

stenced to We in prison without

»chance for parcle. L

. Detroit Recorders Court Judge

.iMicheel Talbot zentenced Holston

\+Martln 111, 31, of Detroft, on Friday.
1A jury convicted Martin of first-de-
:r.gree marder charges Aptil 4.

¢ Or Jam. 11, Willlam Darnell, M,
his wife, Beite, 40, thelr 2%-year-old

.idaughter, Stephanle, and Allcta

inappropriate to talk about capital
punishment in the context of this
case,” Talbot sald In seatencing
Martin. “We should, rather, pray for
the keallng of vietims In'this erime
and all others,”

Michigan law prevents capltal
punishment!

Lahser in northwest Detrolt, afso His wife :m 4 coatract pro-

was ked for at Genzll A
Because of the deeply religlous 1 Troy, The couple took Smith in

Dammells' “commitment to Ilfe, it ks  during her prr; . Smith's 16-

month-old daughter was with her fa-
ther In Inkster at the time of the
slayings.

THE ADULT victims' bodies were
found gagged and tled to 2 pole in
the basement of the Darnell house.
‘The child's body was found in an up-
stoirs bedroom.

Martln, who has spent 18 of his 31
years {n Michigan zald in a
confession that he stabbed the vie-
tims after arguing with Smith about
a debt be belleved she owed him for
& car repalr. Martin later withdrew
the confession and insisted on Friday
that be was Innocent.

Martin had visited Smith at the
Darncll home and knew they were
deeply religlous, essistant Wayne
County prosecutor Robert Agacinski
sald. Although they kept guns In
thelr home, they apparently made no

attempt use them, ngcordlng to
court testimony.

“This was known lo bo a family
that would be meek, mlld and hope-
fully would use decency and com-
mon sease Lo work their way out of

It It just dldn't work out that way,”.

Agacinskl sald.

The Darnells moved to Detroit
{rom Houston In 1986 In scarch of a
fresh start because of Texas' sagglng
economy.

The Associated Press contribut-
ed to this story.

Lawyer,won’t face homicide charge in accident

By Carciyn DeMarco o -  charge was made because the vic-
stal! writer — 's neg)l; ibuted to the
accldent, according to Sterling.

f Negligent Romiclde charges won't Sterling, a Pontfac attorney, was
““be lodged against Bruce Truex, the )} 23 & speclal &
Lake altorndy whé struck ~ by Qakland county prosecutor Rich-

band killed a West Bloom(fick pedes-” ard Thompson o avold any appear-
“"trian Nov. 20, . ance of impropriety. Thompson's
o - wlfe is employed by Kohl, Wardle,
' Instead, Truex wilk appear ln 48th  Lunch, Clark and Hampton, the
District Court charged with driviog  game Farmington Hiils firm in
while prosecutor J.  which Truex is a'partner,
“Robert Sterling sald in'a press re-
",‘Ic.ue Monday, HANT TOMA, 40, of West Bloom-

The decislon to go with the lesser  field was walking on 14 Milc at Bri-

arwood at 1:55 a.m. Nov. 20 In the
raln. He had run out of gas on & re-
turn trip home with hls wife and
daughters. He wes walkicg within
two feet of the edge of the roadway
when be was ‘struck by Truex's
Porsche, and thrown to the shoulder.
He dled immediately of head inju-
ries,

Truex called police from his mo-
ble telephone to report the accident,
His blood level at the scene was 0,12,
A 0.10 level is consldered legally
drunk in Michigan. He was driving
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Home Equity Loans
Are Overpriced.

Compare Our Home Equity Line of Credit

Financlal % of Equity Varlable
fnsiltutlon Aval. Interest Rate*
Dcarborn -
Federa) Credit Union 80% 12.25%
- 1st Nationwide Bank 80% 13.45%

Manufacturers Bank 5% 13.50%

. National Bank
of Detroit 5% 13.50%

Information a3 of 4.3-89

.. N
- A Hom\a Equity -
8 Linc of Credit from
Dearborn Federal

| 8 Credit Union is an
economical way to borrow money
for your msjor purchases. If you are
a member, it’s a convenicent source of
cash that lets you borrow up to
$100,000 against the equity in your

prepayment penaltics. For more

AEY Desboen Frderal Crodit Union fs 4n equal sppoxtuatty bender.

*Annusl Percentage Rate

PR P ..
information about 2 Home Equity Line
of Credit or membership eligibility,
call our Real Estate Lending
Department at (313) 336-2700,

400 Town Center Drive
Dearborn, MI 48126
(313) 336-2700

home,
You can also take advantage of the . D
ol take advantage of JEARBORN
payments, no annual fee, and no Federal Credit Union
Leadership in Financtal Services

HCUA Your savings fedetstly Iasared 1o §100.000 by he Karlomal
Creéit Uaioa Admislatratios. & U.S. Gomerement sgescy.

within the the 40 mph posted speed
limit, pollce said at the time.

Truex's blood alcohol concentra-
tion was not a contributing factor to
the accident, Sterling said.

“The deceased was pegligent In
that . . . he was walking in the west-
bound 1ane of 14 Mile wearing datk
brown clothing. The deceased falled
to uso either an adjacent sidewalk or
the shoulder of the road.”

THE SCENE was recreated by a
traffic_accident reconstruction ex-
pert, Sterling sald. It was. deter-

mined that a sober driver driving
nine miles under the speed limit
would bave struck and killed the de-
ceased In simllar clreumstances.

“Both the driver and the pedestri-
an were negligent,” Sterling satd in
the press release,

Had Sterling sought a negligent
homlcide charge, he sald, he “would
have been required to prove that the
negligence of Mr. Truex was the sole
proximate cause of the death of Mr.
Toma, That burden cannot bo sus-

v

and possibly acquire additional lang
in the clty for and recreation
needs, such a3 ball fields, Costick
said the city has pleaty of passive
park land; such as the 211-acre Heri.
tage Park on Farmligton Rozd, be-
tween 10 and 11 Mije.

Parks and recreation offlcials in
February conflrmad, the need for a
west-slde park to met the fast-grow.
Ing need to provide four more soft-
ball flelds, two soccer flelds, rest.
rooms and concession stands,

State Department of Natural Re-
sources delines say the clty
should have 10 acres of park land for
every 1,000 residents, which would
mean approximately 680 acres for
Farmlngton Hllls. The city, however,
has 238 acres — primarily in Herl-
tage Park.
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Fine Jewelry Appraisal Glinic

Aprit 28 and 27, 10 a.m. to § p.m.

Fine Jewelry Salon, Birmingham

Bring (n your preclous jewelry or loose gems

for an expert

by our ki

appraiser. Fees wlil vary with the services
required, For your personal appointment,
Ppleasa call 6%4-8900, extension 863,

-~ Jacobson’s

s welcoms Jacobson's Gharge, Aas

tzrCard} VISAM and American Express®
6 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednestay and Saturday,

Ghop until ® p.m. on Thursday and Friday. Unti!




