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Dear Barbara,

My fciend comes from overscas
gix times a year, for a week at a
tlme, and stays In my condo with
me. He's American, but lves out of
the country because of buslness. He
comes 5o frequently because he has
a 12-year-old daughter who llves
with her mother, my friend’s ex-
wife.

There nre.anly two bedrooms in

. my condo, I slecp in one and now

comes the problem of this letter, My
friend and his daughter have always,
for six ycars, shared the second
room. They even sleep in the same
bed.

Recently, when we were altogeth-
er, my friend’s doughter was rubblng
his back to help him fall asteep. This
dlsturbed me. I recommended to my
friend that his daughter could use
my room, & sleepiog bag or the
couch. My friend refused and said
his daughter would aleep with him
until she Is 18 or until she got mar-

ed.

rled.

1 took It upon myself to call the
mother, She was surprised and
alarmed. However, she has a termi-
nal [llness and Is totally dependent
on her ex-husband for financial sup-
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Set the rules or keep you

port. The mother asked her daughter
what sho wanted to do and was told
that she (the daughter) prefers the
steeplng bag.
Her dad, my best friend, sald abso-
lutely not, What do I do now?
Concerned {riend

Dear Concerned Friend,

My feeling ls that your instincta
are correct. Mental health workers
know from thefr work that such in-
timacy between parent and child can
be emotionally hurtful to the child.

The condominium Is yours and the
rules by which guests have to live In
it, arc established by you. If yowr
princlple of not allowlng this slecp-
Ing together to occur in your home is
important to you, then you should be
able to stand the loss of your friend.
1f your friendship ts more Important,
then you will have to glve up your
principle.

Barbara

Dear Barbara,

1 take care of my grandchild while
her pareats work. She ls with me
Monday tkrough Friday and goes
bome on weekends, Her parenty —
my son and his wife — come for din-
acr every nfght. They both work falf-
time.

STREET CRACKS

Barbara Schift

My daughter-in-law ls pregnant
and will deitver in four months, The
granddnaghter I babyslt is 1% years
cld. I have become very attached to
her.

I don't want to babysit two chil-
drex, but I don't want to give up ba-
bysitting the granddaughter who I
am with everyday now. What should
T say to my son aboot the second
child? Is it bad to separate the two
kids?

Oue other clrcumstance that I
have oot mentioned Ix that my
granddaughter has leukemia.

Perplexed grandmother

rfﬁend;'

Dear Perplexed Grandmother,

Your letter addresses an ever-If-
creasing problem In Amerlean socl
oty — familles In which both parents
work outside the home. This reallly
puls grandparents in a position
where their help is necded even
though they have reached an age ent
titling them to less responsibillty.

You have told me a great deal it
your letter. What you haven't told
me s whether or not you bhave spo-
ken to your son and daughter-ln-las
about the babysitting arvangements
after the new baby is born. .

Can they afford to hire help for
the new baby? If so, the separation
of the slblings will not be a problem
for at least a year? If this ls the case,
no immedlate prablem exlsts and the
situation can be re: in a year
or even two.

1t your children have diffteulty
separating the grandchildren, then
you will have to declde if you want
to care for two grandehildren or
none.

Barbara

If you have a question for Bar-
bara Schiff, a trained counsclor
and experienced therapist, send
it to Street Sense, 36251 School-
craft, Livonia 48150,

Felix comes naturally to Conway

By Larry 0'Connos
stalf writer

He ncver zaw the play. He never
watched the TV show, But to come-
dlar Tim Conway, dolng “The Odd
Couple” comes as natural as swing-
Ing a nine-iron does for Jack Nick-
Iaus.

“It's fun to do,” sald Conway, who
i3 appearing Tom Peston in the Neil
Slmon play Tuesday through Sunday
at the Fox Theatre. “No matter how
many times you've seen ft, it's like
an o}d friend that wanders into the
theater.”

Which In a way describes Tim
Conway, the comedian,

His face is a familiar one, Whether
it was on televislon with “McHale's
Navy” or “The Carol Buractt Show"
or in Disney Films, such as “Apple

pling Gang” and “Gus and the
Shnggy D.A," his zanincss has
drawn many laughs through the
yCcars.

And in times of the four-letter
word oratories of Sam Kintson, the
slapstick comedy of the likes of the
Tim Conways has been sort of lost in
the shadow. Isn't that right Mister
Tudbali?

Nonctheless, Conway stlll keeps a
chuckle agenda, In oddltion to hls
current work as Felix in the “Odd
Couple,” he's busy putting together
more In the never-cnding serles of
“Dorf” videos. Dor{’s latest adven-
:l\‘xm will involve tackling auto rac-

8

SUCH ZANY spoofs, though, don't
fly in Broadway plays. Conway bas
made the smooth transition, despite
orly having scen “The Odd Couple”
movie, featuring Walter Mathan and
Jack Lemmon.

e

Comedian Tim Conway is a familiar face, having appeared on

TV in “McHale’s Novy” and “The Carol Burnett Show" and in
such films as “Apple Dumpling Gang” and “Gus and the Shag-

gy D.A”

“You can do a lot of things with
it,” Conway sald, “The lincs are sol-
id. What you do with {the part)
makes the dlfference." N

HIs partner is quite familiar with
“The Odd Couple” having per-
formed both roles as Oscar and Fellx
in read shows. His partnership with
Poston dates back to 1981 on “Steve
Allen Show,”

Both have simitar comedic styles,
which Conway sald glves their per-
formance added punch. “Both of us
are nuity, but subdued cnough to do

His ‘thinky stuff’

generates laughs
for Jim Samuels

By Larry O'Connos
otatf writor

As a comedian, Jim Samurls
knows you gotta get a reaction, Even
If it is only someone spliling a drop
of wine on th gan sweater.

The dean of San Franclsco come-
dlans has had his humor described in
such cosmopolite terms ag sophisti-
cated, cerebral and thoughtful.

My stuff Is kind of thinky stuff,”
sald Samucls, who will perform
Wednesday through Saturdny at
Joey’s Comedy Club In Livonla, “It's
lc:'u‘nz more that way the older I

oL

But leave the dictionary and the
thesaurus home, Samuels humor
does have wide appeal.

He just has some questions, like,
for Instance, when a convict waa sen-
tenced to death in Texas. Samuels
wants to know why did thoy swab hls
arm with alechol before Inserting
the lethal injection? Where they
afrald he'd get an infection or some-
thing?

Or like recently whea he saw a
road sign that satd, “Fine for Hiter-
Ing.” So he empticd out his car,

“Fads change; styles change,”
Samuels said. “If you have a solid
base of Intellectunlism . . . I think
Vs better in the loog run.”

SAMUELS I8 testament to that

a play without belng maniaes up
there on stage,” he sald.

Conway comes from the Cleveland
area, which brought us such jokes-
ters as Jonathan Winters and Bob
Hope. Unilke those two, Conway
l&andcd on the comedlc stage by accl-

ent.

After gradusting from Bowling
Green State Unlversity, a friend
urged him to try his skill as a writer.
He met up with Ernle Anderson, who
is an announcer with ABC-TV. The
two worked on a talk show together

“Make Mc Laugh” and Showtime's
“Comedy Club Network.”

He's performed with the llkes of
Robln Williams, Ray Cbarles, Joel
Grey and The Polnter Sisters. So,
perhaps, who 18 better at gauging a
crowd then Samuels?

“You can,” be sald. “You don't
judge 30 much on the Intellect as to
ftnd out how rowdy they're going to

be.
“If they're drinking beer out of
their boots, you know you're going to
"

Jim Samuels, the dean of San
Franclsco comedians, has
had his humor described In
such terms as sophisticated,
cerebral and thoughtful,

theory, performing, writing and
teaching comedy for more than 16
years. Ho's been a comedy writer for
such shows as “The Jacksons” and
“Rock Concert” and is o comedy
coach and consultant.

Onstage Is where Szmucls has
made his name, He's appeared on
soch {clevislon shows as USA cable's

facea group.”

Scouting the audience isn't the
hard part, but writing material to
make them laugh can be.

Untlke the old days when comed!-
ans would buy jokes from guya in
trench coats In alleys, most jokesters
today have lo come up with their
own material. Samuels has become
quite adept at it through the years.

Nonetheless, Samucls agrees com-
edy i3 somcthing that s not learned.
And this |s from a comedy coach.

"“The theory is pretty much bull—
=" he sald, “For every rule there ls,
someone [s breaking it and becoming
a success at It os well, But there are
some basles.”

Those who come under the tu-
telage of Samuels learn the flner
comedlc techniques such as how to
stand at the mlcrophone, how to
come across sell-assured,

Samuels said he's impressed with
the upcoming crop of comedians, cs-
pecially the ones who are writing
and performing clever material.
Those comedlans have Lho staying
power, he believes.

Jim Samuels will perform on
Wednesday through Saturday,
April 26-29, at Joey's Comedy
Cludb, 36071 Plymouth, Livonia.
For information, call 261-0555.

on a Cleveland TV station.

“The show was so bad we couldn’t
get any guests,” Conway sald, "I di-
rected the show and was a guest on
i

Steve Allen thought Conway's
guest spots were funny enough to ask
him to joln his show. Producer Ed
Montalgne caught Conway's act and
cast him In the role of Ensign Parker
on the hit TV show “McHale's
Navy.” Conway was nominated for
an Emmy in 1863 for hls work on th
show. N -,

Some of his most humorous spots
came as a regular on the “The Carol
Bumnett Show.” He served as the pep-
fect foll for Harvey Korman's stiff-
upper-Lip style of laughter. Even the
stralght-faced comedian would melt
when be came eye to eye with Con:

way. X
“It still happens today,” sald Con-
way, who added Korman and he
might still get together for a project.
“The moement I look at blm, he goes
to pleces . . . which I think s very
unprofessional on his part." .
Anyone who watched the skits by
Conway and Korman has a favorite
one. The characters he created were
deflnitely his own. Yet while hilaris
ous, they were never offensive.
Conway is proud of that. Though
comedy is big business today, In hls
oplnion, it hasn't gotten better, espe-
cially with the emergence of shock

comedy. N

“That’s the new blg thing ...,
where you use a four-letter word to
get a laugh which isn't really funny,”
he sald, “In the old schoe), first you
couldn’t do it and, secondly, you had
to be funny because we were live (on
TV). One show would eat up al! your
material, You had to be funny or you
didn't stick around.”

Chaplin’s .
goes west -

Buoyed by the success of its re-
cently opened club on Detroit’s west-
side, the owners of Chaplin's Comedy

ub opened a third club at the
Plymouth Hilton lost week. -

Housed In Charades nightelub,
Chaplin's Plymouth seats about 200
and will feature the same quality
acts seen at Chaplin's origlnal outlet
In Fraser and Chaplin's West in De-
trolt (which opened in January). Wil-
lie Farrell was the first headilner at
the new elub.

“We're going to expand Into the
Northville, Plymouth and Novi
areas,” sald Bob Hargls, owner of
Chaplin’s, “The area is growlng and
prospering and will continue to.”

Hilton general manager Tom
Galano agreed. “It’s a good opportu-
nity for the comunity and the hotel,
an added extra for our guests,”
Galano sald.

Future plans for this jolnt venture
include the adding of dinner/show
packages and weekend getaways,
Hargls also mentioned the possibitity
of utilizing the Hilton'’s banquet f{a.
cilitles to bring Lo major headlining
acta with concert-style seating. The
capacity :ulthl :nch ~usenung ar-
rangement could go as a3,
Galanosald, . © thas 300,

Hargls noted that the new club can
draw from the large population of
the 1-276 eorridor and could attract
r;medy patrons from as far as Ann

T,

“T think it's somelhing that’
needed in this area,” gum: m
e S e

ns, "
isbisgo, P Plymouth at

— Bob Sadler



