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As expected, Judge Michael
Hand's ansounced retirement has
. opened tho floodgate for - rumors
+ about which attoroey secklng the va-
cant seat will receive a favorable
nod from Gav. James Blanchard,

The goverror has the task of ap-
pointlng an Interlm  judge when
Hand, 70, officlally retires May 1.
The interlm judge will finlsh the 1%
years of Hand's 7 term and

aies

A spokeswoman for Gov. Blanchard’s
personnel office said Thursday that
applications for the appointment were

already on her des,

k and many more

are expected. Names were not

released.

will take the beneh until the Novem-
ber 1990 general clccdon

successful bld for Qakland County

A
pctsanncl office sald 'l1mrsdny lhat
for the
were already on her desk and many
more are expected, Names were not

released,

Though the district court scat is
nonpartlsan, the appointment ls ex-
peclcd to be political — from the

ranks by a D
govcmnt.
That's a notlon former Oakland
County commissioner

1 publican, i3 keeping In mind as one
“who's Interested In the seat. “I am
wvery interested, But I don't think I've
got a snowball’s chance in hell. It's
-, strletly political,” he sald.

- ;s McDonald last year made an un-

‘Contlnuad from Page 1

p

WHILE THE rumor mill spins,
only scveral have publicly stated
their Intentions to seek the appolnt-
ment. Others' names have cropped
up, but attorneys were unavailable
to confirm their interest.

In addition to former Oakland
County assistant prosccutor
McDonald, Wayne County asslstant
prosecutor  Martin  Krohner and
Warkers Compensation Maglstrate
Gerald Freedman, both Farmington
Hills resldents, are writing thelr let-
ters to the governor.

“I was golng to run for the scat. I
was golng to be one of the many peo-
ple who would be Interested in run-
ning,” sald Krohner, 44, vice chair-
man of the Counell of Homeowners

tirement,” said, "He has a

slow 47th Distriet Judge Margaret
/Schaeffer said selectlon is generally
“left to the lower court.

“T wish Judge Hand well in his re-
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wonderful family and he and (his
wife) Elaine will enjoy the opportu-
nity retlrement gives to visit and
travel . . "

Running for clectlon has never
been really tough for Hand. He's
never lost an clectlon, which he
clatms s just pure luck, “When I
first ran, no one thought I would win,
including my wife,” sald the father
of six and grandfather of nine,

His one blt of advice for his sue-
cessor is simple: “All you can do ks
your homewaork — and be as conscl-
entlous a3 you can.”

But Hand also belleves the judicial
system could go a long way in re-
galning public trust if judges would
develop a rapport with the publle.
“Judges should be down to carth.
Judges put thelr trousers on one leg
at a time just as everyone else does,”
he sald.

IN THE Farmington area, Hand Is
histery. He Is the orlginal judge who
took the bench when the state creat-
cd the district court system in 1968,
Before that, he was an assoclate and
municipal judge in-Farmington for

roserves the vlghl not to accc"i an
edvoriisor's order. Ob3o Ec-
contrjc nd-takers nnvu nu m.‘uonly

puhllcallon"of a advonlaomcm mn(
constitute final accoptance of tho
advortiser's ordor.
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Assoclations of Farmington Hills,

Like other candldates and judliclal
watchers, Krohner expects the ap-
pointment ftcld and electlon slate in
November to be targe and hard-
fightlng.

Krohner is one of the founders and
first presidents of the Oxkland Coun-
ty Mothers Agalnst Drunk Driving

FREEDMAN, 56, Is a 30-year resl-
dent of Farmington Hills and In his
second year ag a magistrate on the
Wurlu:rs Compensation Board of

Freedman to the post.

Before that, he was in prlvnta
practlce, with experience in crlmi-
nal and civil cases. Freedman also
served as a clrcult and district court
mediator as well as a dlvorce medla-
tor in Oakland County. When the dls-
trict court system was established In
the late 1960s, he served with the
Oakland County Bar Assoclatlon to
select distriet court mediators.

man also was a special at-
torney for the state's Uninsured Mo-
torist Fund. He is a past member
and offlcer of the Farmington Dem-
ocratle Club and vice chairman of
the 18th District Democratic Party.

Freedman belleves he has the
1t takes to be a district

chapters and a co-founder and legal
advisor for the state organizatlon.
He believes he's got what it ulk- to
be a distrlet judge.

“I've got what is judiclal lempern-
ment. I have a working knowledge of
the law. I know when people come
into court, they want to be (rmlcd
fairly and res)
these qualitles,” Krohner sald. "Peo-
ple want a falr, honest and hard-
working judge. That's me.”

five years, using the Farmington
City Council chambers as his court,

Hand leaves the bench with years
of memories, The greatest change he
has wlitnessed Is an increasc In drug
usc. But he also recalls cases that
have turned him [nslde out. “The
ones you remember are the ones
you'd like to forget,” he sald.

Two immedlately come to mind.

The recent murder case involying
former Farmington Hills resident
Jon Vermuelen, convicted of shoot-
ing his wifc to death, struck a chord.
“That was a brutal, brutal case,”
Hand sald.

Another was somc years ago. An
1l-ycar-old girl was kidrapped,
raped, sodomized and murdered.
“The details on that would turn your
stomach,” Hand said.

But over the years, Hand has
learned when to turn off his work.
“You have to leave it on the desk,”
he sald, “You can’t take your trou-
bles home or you wouldn’t be able to
steep.”

Judge. He made an unsuccessful bid
agalnst 47th District Judge Marga-
ret Schaeffer when she first won the
scat in November 1974,

“1 have two years equlvalent to a
district judge (as workers compensa-
tlon magistrate), I have the tempera-
ment to be a good judge. I always
thought I could be a good judge. But
you never know until you do it,”
Freedman sald.

“Big frog’ leaving ‘small pond’

HAND ADMITTED that he's not
been unllke many lawyers who see
themselves edging up the judicial
ladder.

“I had an inkling for It " ke said.
“I've submitted my name several
times for circult court and coutt of
app«i:als, T was consldered but dldn't
get it

“That’s OK. When I think about it,
that's 20 miles up and 20 miles down
{lo Oakland County Circuit Court,
Pontlac). The pay’s not that much
more and there's a helt of a lot more
headaches.”

The one-time asplring pre-medl-
clne student and journallst considers
his caveer a suceess.

He has served as a visiting judge
in Detroit, as recently as last year
and, notably, after the 1967 Detrolt
rlots.

He has spread his Iegal knowledge
teachlng at the Institute for Continu-
ing Legal Education and the Michl-
gan Judicial Instltute. “It keeps you
sharp,” Hand said.
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White Cane Week

Farminglon Area Lions Club member Jack Kavinkian
(left), Farmington Hills Mayor Terry Sever and Ed

of the F ity Lions Club
promote White Cane Week, April 23 to May 5. Lions club
members will sell white canes to raise money for pro-
grams that help the sight or hearing impaired, as well as
other charitable groups, The Lions pay for eyeglasses for
any Farmington or Farmington Hills resident who can't af-
ford them. To join the morning or evening Lions clubs,

open to men and women, call Kavlakian: 563-4850.

Teachers pink-slipped

Cantinuod from Page 1

Special servlces programs are es-
peclally affected this year, Declining
enrollment in countywide special ed-
ucatlon center programs, decentral-
ization of the autlstlc and carly in-
terventlon programs and changes In
the on-campus program at Boys Re-
public 21! had an impact on staffing
requirements, according to speclal
educatlon supervisor Jan Richards.

Also having an tmpact this year
are many teachers at Highmeadow
Common Campus, who are new to
the district. “It would appear most
of these teachers are golng to be lald
off,”" said Trustee Helen Ditzhazy,
who has heard from many of these
parents while campalgning for re-
clectlon,

TWO NIGHMEADOW parents,
Bruce Fay and Jennifer Mart, had
wanted to speak before the board on
the layoff issue Tuesday, but were
refused by board Presideat Jack
Cotton, who said “there's nething we
can do.” Mart, a teacher in another
district, said she understood that ap-
proval of the list was necessary, hut
wanted to volce her support for the
Highmeadow teachers.

Coleman sald he also heard from
parcnts and teachers from High-
meadow, a pilot elementary pro-
gram, but sald the district must fol-
low the contract and state tenure
laws. “That |3 a matter of equity and
Iairness we sct in our conlract,” he
added.

Most of the names on the list were
teachers hired after January 1987,
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