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New law will restrict
artists, critics contend

By Joanno Mallazewskl
statf writor
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IME to caucus.
Farmlngton Hills
fire Chief Richard

Marinuecl, newly
clected president of the
Southeastern Michigan Fire
Chiefs Association, attended the
flrst natlonal fire and
emergency services dinner
Aptil 12 in Washington.

‘The guest speaker, President
George Bush, told 2,000 of the §
million Amerlcans iovolved in
firefighting and emergency
services: “By saving llves, you
have deflned a successful life.”

The president, who received
a speclally made fire hat,
pledged to stand behind the fire
and safety community.

“Volunteers can joln hands
with government" to bring

If renowned artist Vincest Van
Gogh were allve today, he'd proba-
bly be unhappy with the Farmington
Hills City Counc|i's new artwork or-
dinance. But he wouldn't be alone,

“Art han to flourish. If we didn't
allow It to flourish, we wouldn't have
what we've had In the past. If we re-
strict it . . . the right to thought, the
right to create, we wouldn't have
what we've got today to look back
on,” Oxford Street resldent Massie
gum]a told the city council Mon-

lay.

“I we stagger it, we won't have
works of art, we'll have people's Idea
of art. You can't take someone's
mind and say thot's not art.”*

Kurzea's criticlsm of the new or-
dinance ranged from falling to offer
a distinetion between sculpture and
“similar structure” to allowing art-
work to pass muster with the Farm-
ington Arca Arts Commisslon before
lt wauld be allowed in pon-single-

about “a better, 3
more fire-safe America," he
said.

Farmington Hills has a
combination full-time, part-
time fire department.

In fust one year, the
Congresslonal Fire Services
Caucus, with 310 members, has
become the third largest of 98
calicuses on Capitol Hill.

Marinuccl will bo installed as
Southeastera Michigan Fire
Chiefs Association president at
a luncheon May 11 ln
Farmington Hilis,

QUOTE of the weck

... if we determine
what’s art today, then we're
going to determine what color
homes are going to be tomor-
row . . . And it’s truly offen-
sive. . .

— Farmington HIlls councll-
man Paul Sowerby, reacting to a
new ordinance regulating front-
yard accessory structures (sce
story thls page).
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“SPECIAL SECTION
INTODAY-S ISSUE

front yards,
Monkh: in the mnldng. the new or-

dinance allows “ome statue, sculp-
ture or similar structure” In front
yards of pon-single-family residen-
tlal property followlng review of
plans ang the strllcwn: by the plan-
ning com!

The ordlnume Is the result of dls-
cusston and argument over “Coving-
ton” by Bloomfleld Hills sculptor
Michael Hall In front of an office
buildlng at 30833 * Northwestern
Highway. Last spring, the board of
zonlng appeals voted agalnst it being
on the lawn in front of a bulldln;
City bullding codes have no provl-
slon for a work of art.

‘THE SCULPTURE'S owner, GlI-
bert Sliverman, an internationally
known art collector, at first opposed
early drafts of the art ordinance.

But when the ordinance was intro-
duced last week, be supported It. “1
think {t's a wonderful start. You
can't focus In and define art. Basi-
cally .you must have some confi-
dence In the people you select for
your arts commlssion, becauss of

Pleaso turn to Pago 8

chael Hall caretully positioned “Covington” in
front of the Kauiman & Payton Law Offices and

Fred Harris new district judge

By Joanne Mallszewskl
statf writor

after Hand's impending May 1 re-
urunent was publicly announced.
doesn't require

Farmington Hills attorney and
former Oakland County Road Com-
mission chalrman Fred Harris will
replace veleran retiring 47th Dis.
trict Court Judge Michael Hang of
Farmington.

“The governor has known Fred a
Jong time, They go back to when Jhm
(Blanchard) was in the US. Con-
gress," sald Greg Morris, dlrector of
Gov. Jim Blanchard's personnel off-
ice.

Morris announced Harrls' appoint-
ment late Tuesday, less than o week

' Senaw confirmation.

Harris was one of seven candl-
dates, most of whom bad been In the
running to {111 Oakland County Clr-
cult Judge Norman Lipplit's seat
“We had already gone tarough the
(evatuation) process,” Morris sald.

Harris, 58, will serve as interim
district judge untll the November
1990 election, when he would have to
seck electlon if he chooses to contin-
ue In the posltion,

Hand's fourth six-ycar term ex-
pires Jan. 1, 1991, Hand, 78, a Farm-

ington resldent, sald he doclded to
retire while he still was in good
health and could enjoy reticement.

VISITING JUDGES nre expccted
to take Hand's place untll Harrls
takes tha bench a!ong:ld'- 47th Dls-
trict Judge Margaret Schaeffer. And
Harris is uncertain of when that will
be. "I've got to get cut of the court-
house first before ¥ can ad this
issue,” said Harrls, who admitted he
was “absolutely clated” with hla ap-
polntment.

“It's certainly golng to be a
change. It's one more step in the lo-
g0l career, certalnly the ultimate

By Casay Hans
and Dlano Gale
stofl wrilers

‘Hard worker’
drowns on job

uled for 11 a.m. today, April 27, at
Thnyer ~Rock Funeral Home in
the Rev, Terry

Bllly Steiner of Canton Townshlp
grew up In a [riendly nelghbarhood
in southern Farmington Hllls and
pole-vaulted to great heights for
Farmington High School.

He had a bright future with his
wife, Torey, thelr 3-year-old son,
Dus , and their second child
~ yet to be born,
© The 28-year-old Navy veleran
dled Monday when an early-morm-
lng explosion ripped through an un-

derground sewer tunnel at the Ford
Motor Co. Rouge assembly com:
plex in Dearborn.

“He was a real hard worker,” his
{ather, Fred Stelner of Farmington
Hills, sald. “He worked all the
time, day and night to support his
family, He was a strict father.”

Stelner’s high school track and
ftetd coach recalled him as “one of
our leaders.”

Services for Stelner are sched-

with
Pu is Smith officlating. Burlal
will follow at Glen Eden Cemetery
In Livonia.

BILLY AND Torey reoenuy
bought a home In Redford Town-!
ship, according to family members,

‘While Billy served on the US.
Navy 6th Fleet during the Befrut
and Grenada uprisings, his family
nervously walted back home for
word of his well-belng. “We were
walching TV all the time, wonder-
ing If he'd be all right,* Fred
Stelner said.

Billy survived cach time.

On Monday mornlng. however,
Stelner and another man, $7-year-
old John Hatch of Detroit, both em-
ployees of Doetsch Industrial Ser-
vices of Detrolt, were working un-
derground  when  the  explosion
occurred. The maintenance work-
ers wero killed when a water-ll

Billy Steiner
‘all-American boy’
scarched for the men after the tun-
nel was flooded with 4 to 8 fect of
water. Thelr bodies weren't found
unti] that evening.

The cause of death for both mea

was drowning, a spokeswoman
from the Wayne Oo:mly Medical
s office sal

step — to become a judge," he said.

“In my 25-plus yun in law, I've
been abou fn a:

Just
courtroom but a judge.”

A 19-year Farmingion Hills resi-
dent, Harrls served as assistant
Wayne County presscutor from
1963-84, when he went loto private
practice, working In criminal de-
fense and civil litigation.

His speclalties include labor and
domestic law, as well as work in
negllgence, administrative law and
workers' compensation.

“Based on my yenrs of practice,

Ploase turn to Paga 4
' .

RANDY BORST/stafl photographer

a shallow stream with weeping willows., The
artwork stands on the west side of Northwest-
orn Highway, south of 13 Mile.

Fred Harris
‘absolutely elated’

Tax rate may
fall, taxes rise

By Cesoy Hans . -
statf writor "

Deadman estimates there will be -
a 2.8-percentoverallincrease in ex-

Farmington city officials are pro-
posing @ lower operating mlllage
rate for tho coming

But because of rixlng property
values In the city, the m“back will
not avert property tax hikes I the
proj overall $6.8 milllon budget
is approved. Most of that, $4.3 mil-
llon, Is the city’s operating budget,
up slightly from last year,

State eqt values on property
lnlheally have grown by $30 mil-
lion, making each mill worth more.
So although the clty plans to lower
operating millage from 10.85 to 10.4
mills, the lower rate L worth more
money. The city is required by law
to bold a public Truth in Taxation
e before votlng to Increase the
budget.

FORD SPOEKESMAN Jay
Melsenhelder sald the company
does not cxpect to know what

break flooded the (unoel, Divers

Plsase turn to Pago 4

In p! the new fiscal budget
Aprﬂ 17, CIly Manager Robert Dead-
man told city council members a 8.6+
perml ptoperly ux increass would

in the coming year, and
that the extra local revenue 18 need-
ed because of declining revenues
from the state and other sources.

The debt service rate of .98 mill is
proposed to n:muln the same as last
year. !

SOME OF the 198$-90 budget
highlights as offered by Deadman in-
clude: .

® Reorganization of the city's as-
sessor, clerk and treasurer stalfs
as the city continues its renovations
of city hall and physical moviog of
departments. The changes would re-
duce one part-time tion In the
city elerk’s office, add one employee
in the treasurer’s offlce and reorgan-
Ize some work dutles,

© Additional training for the pub-
lic safety department. All officers
will be atate certified ¢o Fireflighter
Level 11, and will bave computers in
patrol cars to 2ld In license plate

d oth

be necessary
General hmd bud et. In additlon,
the city will dip lnm Its surplus fund
batance for another $68,400.

checks

Please turn to Pago 4

3| Open enroliment coming to high schools

By Casay Hans-
stalt writor

A 'new policy giving high school

» students a cholco about where to at.
school has been Introduced in*-

gton.

Effective with tholr}::” -90 :ch:l
year, the open enroltment potley al-
lows students In the Farmington
Public Schools a cholce of attending
Farmington High, Harrison or North
Farmlpgton. It was upproved uneni-
mously by the school board April 4.

‘The district-wide policy follows a
trial run this year, in which Harrison
and Warner Middle School wete
deemed o
because of declining enrollment. .
Superintendent Graham Lewis
recommended tho change becauss,
he sald, only a small number of stu-
dents had elected to change schools
this year under the limited policy.
“It I3 time to ceasider removal of
‘set’ boundaries of the high school at-
tendanco arcas,” he told the board,

When dsked what the district would

earoliment” schools”

do If one school ran out of space,
Lewis repliod: “If we run out of
seats, we would say ‘The house is
full'”

UNDER THE new policy, students
attending a school out of thelr tradi-
tional boundary area would provide
thelr own fransportation. Although
the official policy is elfective with
the 1989-2 schodl year, Lowls sald
requests for transfers have been con-
sldered on an Indlvidual basis since
Janunry. ~

)..,.

School {rustees were cautious s
thelr approval, asking Lewls to keep
an eye oa enrollment shifts and eval-
uatg the progeam annually.

president Jack Cauon u.ld
the Issue was a philosophical o:
don't want to be chastised a
from now, (with tha publie saying)
it's nlansyprognmud we can't go
back,"” Cotton sald.

pals from the (hreo high
schools will meet with Lewis to draft
a letter to parents of high school atu-
dcnu and lncomlng nlnuwudcn.

sy

explalning the new policy.

LEWIS SAID although “thcml a
1lttlo apprebension about It™ amopg
achool administrators, he Is con-
fident the program will work.
““There’s no question .that
rationwide. . .bis has some-
uunz ‘the outside lchoel communlty ¢
Cf:' " sald Harrison-
prlnclpal ton Grabam, who pz: {
dicted a continued small shift in

Ploasa turn to Pngo‘:) 7'

. v



