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" points of view

Oakland politicians play by the rules

THE TIME wes ripe for such a ru-
mor, It surfaced in mid-April at the
Oakland County Republicans’ Walled
Lake gathering, and it was bigger
news than Ed Meese's 5

Dan Murphy Is resigning I! county
executlve, sald the rumor mill.

Balderdash, or words to that ef-
fect, replied deputy executive Pa-
trick Nowak and PR lady Suzan
Singer the next day, Dan just had ml-
nor surgery, and he would be back at
work next week.

And they were right.

MURPHY, the only exccutive
Oakland ever has had since voters
adopted the system in 1974, hadn't
planned to seek a new term In 1988
— until then-prosecutor L. Brooks
Patterson began eyeing (he post.

Murphy ran to keep Patterson uu!
Now, in Wayne County, sheriffs,
clerks, treasurers, drain commls-
sloners and reglsters of deeds have a
hablt of quitting {or dylng) in mid-
(erm, enabling tiny Mttle committees
of politlclans and the UAW to ap-
point successors.
But Oakland

Tim
Richard

zoul to

and he has beea

So where Is an
07

Nowak, an exlrcmely able soul,
would be Murphy's heir apparent if
s0 many pollticlans didn't dlslike
him.

Boy Rewold, chatrman of the
county board, wiu tell you without
that i Murpby's job be-

y by
the rules, and It wouldn't be like
Murphy to qult In mid-term unless
he really were going downhlll,

The Oakland GOP, however, s fer-
tile ground for such rumors. Five of
the six countywide offlceholders are
in their middle or late 60s — Mur-
phy, Sherlff John Nichols, clerk Lynn
Allen, draln commlssioner George
Kuhn and treasurer Hugh Dohany.
‘The only kid In the courthouse s pro-
secutor Dick Thompson, 50.

One of these years, llke maybe
1992, there's going to be a massive
turnover.

MEANWHILE, a lot of young men
and women are turning middle aged
walting [n the wings.

US, Rep, Willlam Broomfield, 66,
1s having too much fun at dlplomatle
receptlons and forelgn policy briel-
Ings to retire. Flgure he'll be around
another decade.

comes vacant, a successor s ap-
pointed by the board. It's mot like
Wayne County, where the charter
hands the past to the deputy, Rewold
polnts out cheerfully.

Then we have G. Willlam Caddell,
R-Walled Lake, doctor of chiroprac-
tle and chair of the county board’s
finance comittee,

STATE SEN, Doug Cruce, R -Troy,
must have somcthing in mind. He
was Dick Thompson‘s highly visible

busy in lots of other contests across
Qakland.

Dave Honigman? The state repre-
sentative from West Bloomfield will
try to take Rick Feasler’s Seaate
seat by stormn in 1990, even if Fes-
sler doesn't vacale voluntarily.

Fessler? Others may figure his
personal problems will doom bim,
but Feasler has a lot of brass. Don't
count him out — for a Senate race or
anything else.

George Kuhn? The drain commis-
sioner has itched for Murphy’s job in
the past, and the Kuhn surname has
belped three other famlly members
into offce.

Patterson? Far from abandonlng
himself to accumulating wealth in
private law practice, he's working

on an anti-tax campalgn. Formt
lung -range purpose?
50 FAR, only olﬂm
have been dhnmed.m
mind Cakland will add
lour drcnu judges and two pmtrte
judges in tha pext four years or £o.
Those $90,000 jobs are good for Mfe,i
once you're
And if some distriet judges move
into them, why, thelr seats open up,

too.
For the potlitically ambitions, Oak-
County is the place to be —
cven If Bill Broomfield hangs on to
the turn of the century.

Tim Richard {s director of the
Suburban Communications News,
Service, SCC {3 the parent com-~
pany of the Observer & Eccentric!
Newspapers.

School bus drivers —
a truly special breed

" The writer, Sharon Lee, is a
Farmington Public Schools school
bus driver.

SCHOOL BUS drivers are the peo-
ple who transport your most precl-
ous resource but who get pald less
than those who haul this country's
most toxic waste.

School bus drivers drive in all
Kinds of weather and must contend
not only with the “clements” but
wlth the inconsiderate people who
Just have to “get in front of the bus.”

We are subjected to pre-employ-
ment screening that, in some cases,
includes (lnzerprlnung, polygraph
tests, references attesting to moral
character, and psychological tests to
determine how the driver responds
tostress,

Drivers must go through physical
examinations and must pass hearing
teats, vislon and agliky testa. Blood

pressure, pulse, weight and urinana-
lyn.ls must conform to established
standards.

1f physically and mentally quali-
fied, schoo) bus drivers must then
learn how to drive a vehicle that

guest
column

could be seven to 10 times longer
than today’s compact car and hald
the equivalent of three 20-man toot-
ball teams.

AFTER LEARNING to drive this
special bus, drivers are then trained
In basle first ald, advanced first ald,
CPR, pupll behavior management
and hazard detectlon.

'l'hc also are tralned in transport-
ing chlldrcn with handicapped condl-
tlons, emergency driving techniques,
pisblic relatlons, state and local
laws, rules and regulatlons of the
district they work for, as well as in
the malntenance of their vehicle.

Drivers undergo an annual physi-

.cal, an annual review of thelr driv-

Ing record, an annua) road test of
their driving ability and two in-ser-
vice educatlon programs annually. A
school bus driver is required to carry

a speclal operator’s lcense.

Your school bus driver Is a mem-
ber of the best-screened, best-quali-
fied and best-trained profession as-
sociated with the motor industry In
this country.

SCHOOL BUS drivers are mem-
bers of the motor transport industry,
which possesses the safest transpor-
tation record in the world. School
bus drivers are one of Lhe few mem-
bers of soclety who arc entrusted
with the care and safety of children
when they are not at home with their
parents.

School bus drivers are, at times,
nurses, lawyers, judges, psycholo-
glsts, and once In a while, “re-
{ferees.”

‘The next time you sce a schiool bus
driver, think about all this, and may-
be as you drive by glve her the fa-
mous “schoel bus wave.” No matter
where you go or what district you're
in, when you sce the bus drivers pass
cach other, you will sce that lricndly
hello wave.

We're a great group of people in a
great profession that we dearly love.
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Spring thoughts: Limit
terms of office, greed

SOME MISCELLANEOUS
thoughts on an almost-warm spring
afternoon.

We've got a big job abead of us —
you and L. We've been avolding it for
awhlle, but the task just won't go
away.

I got to thinking about this recent-
ly after a visit to thls office lmm Re-

frop
state Sen Lana Pollock, came to vis-

nationat leaders are Josing touch
with the nation. By Limiting terms,|

uu!
'
it and talk about poli- Afreg t change in ~ mggmmgh,,mmm“ 1
tes. national leadership will " Soupds lixe a good ldea for mast;
With all the scandals we're seeing  ave an impacton how G O COT N tbe comtry.!
with pseudo-hero Ollie North, Speak- your tax dollars are i
er of the House Jim Wright and John !
Tower, falled Defense socretarydes-  Spent and on the KS LIKE greed s getting thei
ignate, it might be wise for the us to quality of your life. best of vs when It comes to develop=:
pull in the leash on the boys inside 5 g cur suburba. How many more
fhe Beltway. strip malls, office bulldings and coo-
do developments could be on the
Pursell does better than most in Certalnly, Purscll belng a3 close to wing 7 .
staying in touch with the folks at (he trees as he is, doesn't sce all his Evergbody desérves a retum on
home, But after listening to hlm for  colleagues that way. But anyone lis-  hls investment, but the way develop-
a tlme, it's obviously impossible for  tening to him describe the scenecan  ers are g the pe
anyone, no matter his intentions, to  come to no other Senlori- i a
avold the of ty, p ge and money  wonder if there Ls anyone left io that
Congress. from 1?.‘.05 ox'mlalgh natlonal con- buslmd'to cares sbout plamned,
cerns far too often. seasthl L.

In describlng congressional opera: ) ey strive for ahsolute
tons, the con| kﬂﬂ"mui When faced with the question of

gressman

ts a swrealistic picture of
powerbrokers mare Interested In
protesting thelr turf 53 the gumcr-
ous committees and subcommitlees
rather than statesmen who are con-
cerned about dolng the best for the
country.

FABULOUS TIFFANY-STYLE EIXTURES
BEYOND DESCRIPTION, WITHIN REACH!

INTRICATELY CRAFTED GLASS
IN AN AFIRAY OF DAZZUNG COLORS — %

limiting eongressional terms to sa7,
10 or 12 years, he hedged a bit but
iealiy admiticd B might oot be 2
bad idea.

Actually, s~ about ttme the ~
American publle insists on it. Our

OUR ENTIRE lN-STOCK
COLLECTION OF TIFFANY
FIXTURESNOWONSALE
AT ENTICING PRICES.

will L& our collective goose that ls
cooked.

Steve Bamuby iy mnnoo'lng ed-|
itor of the 12 Cbserver & Eccen-
tnl:Nm.vrpcpm

FROM NOVA AND
BROSE — A GREAT
SELECTION OF

SIZES, STYLESAND
MOTIFS — EACH
UNIQUE IN THE,
TRADITION THAT
IS DISTINCTLY —
TIFFANY

and textures. Leathers, too!
Seleet Your Frame from over 150 styles
of sofns, sectionals, slecpers and chairs.
We'il build and deliver your furniture
within 45 days with a Lifctime Warranty
on spring unlis und solid oak {frames.
Custom Furniture YOUR WAY.

Indecd! A very British 1ook in the grand
manncr. It just one of the thousands of
home furnishing room designs made
possible with EXPRESSIONS CUSTOM
FURNITURE.

Choose your upholstery fabric from
umung more than 1,000 designer patterns

VISIT OUR BEAUT-
" IFUL SHOWROOM.

@% OFE
Our Already Discounted

40%-50% OFF PRICES
Prices start at $4300

SALE LASTS 10 DAYS ONLY!

Lighciag Fxtares For Every Decor » Wiceg Segolios ad Ligh Batve

custon? Plrurnituae

EXPRESSIONS ELECTRICAL

CONSTRUCTION,INC
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Credit Card
' now available

27400 W. 7 MLE ROAD

950 Souts Woodwend (pear Lincoln)  Blmlngham, MI phons: 647-8382 LIVOMRA, Ml 43152 {313} 404-221
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