Social services rate as

This is the first column in @
nes series on child care. Marcie
Walker welcomes your input —
questions, suggestions for col-
umns, examples of good child
care. Write her in care of the Ob-
server & Eccentric, 1225 Bowers,
Birmingham 48009, or 38251
Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150,

When scarching for the right child-
care alternative for your needs, a
good starting point Is the Michigan
Department of Social Services.

1 recently cailed their local num-
ber for day-care licensing and found
that they will send out llstings of li-
censed child-care facilitles for speci-
fied areas, a3 well as the names and
numbers of licensed private homes. I
asked for a list of such facilitles in
the Blrmingham-Bloomfleld area.

By the next day, I recelved a sev-
en-page computer printout of child-
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care facilitles In those creas. The
helplul printout includes such infor-
mation as the age range, hours and
days of operation, months of opera-
tlon and capaclty. Phone numbers
and complete addresses are also pro-
vided. Prices are not listed.

Note, however, that while many.
centers list programs for infants/
toddlers between the ages of two
weeks and two-and-a-half years, this
is merely an indication that they are
licensed for that age group.

In reality, few cenlers accept In-
fants under six weeks of nge, and

resource

many take them only at 12 months. -

‘The agency also sent an alphabet-
ized listing of registered day-care
homes Jn Blrmingbam and Bloom-
field Hills, The listing includes last
name and phone number alone, but
is also o good starting point i chlld
care in a private home is your pref-
crence,

The number to call for Oakland
County is 858-1612, For Wayne Coun-~
ty, call 256-3814. Be sure to state the
speclfle clty or cities for which you
seek informatlon. Consider asking
for information in nelghboring cona-
munitles, especially these on your
way to work.

Marcie Walker, a Bloomfield
Township resident, is the mother
of onc and one-to-be. Her doctor-
ate has nothing to do with child
cre. Her column was prompted by
her own research into area child
care.

AAUW honors Rosalie Perry

The Farmington Branch of the
A . T

ol
Women recognized one of its mem-
bers by giving a graat to the
AAUW's Natlonal Education Foun-
datlon in her honor.

‘The honoree is Rosalle Perry, a
Farmington Hills resident and a
teacher at William Grace Elementa-
ry School.

The grant is made possible by
funds ralsed from the group’s annual
fall used book sale.

Perry was born In Van Wert, Ohlo,
graduated from Miami University In
Chlo with a degree in education. She
carned her master’s degree from
University of Michigan.

hS)m became actlve In AAUW ln
Ohlo.

After moving to Michigan, she be-
came invelved in Camplire Glrls,
served on PTA committees and was
o Sunday School teacher,

She’s been 3 member of the Farm-
ington branch of the AAUW since
1969 and has served as Hospltallty
Chalr, Women's Chair, and co-chair
of the branch Gourmet Group.

Her professlonal memberships in-
clude the Assoctation of Childhood
Education Internatlonal, the Michi-
gan Assoclatlon for Children and
Adulis with Learning Disabilities
and Delta Kappa Gamma, an honor-
ary soclety for teachers.

Her husband Is David Perry. The

couple have three grown children,
Susan, Ginny and John.

Rosalie Perry

Those with hearing problems
~ benefit from support groups

In an ideal world, all physiclans
wculd make all their patieats “as
good as new.” In the real world,
however, that isn't always possible.
When a medleal condition results in
a chronic problem that persists de-
spite therapy, patlents can often beo-
efit from support groups — people
who are coplng with the same diffi-
cultles, faclng the same problems,
experiencing the same frustrations.

The Michigan Ear Institute of
F Hills and Provid
Hospital in Southfield, conduct sev-
cral such groups for patlents sulfer-
Ing from dlzziness, acoustic tumor,
faclal paralysis, hearing impairment
and those who have had cochlear im-
plants.

The Dizzlness Suppert Group be-
gan in November 1887, under
Charles Stockwell, vestibular phy-
siologlst.

“People with chronic dizziness
that is mot amenable to medical
treatment find it very disruptive to
their lives,” says Dr. Stockwell. “So
group meetings are open also lo
{riends and families to help them un-
derstand what the patients are going
through.”

Meetlngs are at 7 pm flrst Tues-

day of the month at Providence Hos-

1! pital, 15001 W. Nine Mile. Often

Ithere will be a speaker — & putri-

Uonist to discuss special dlets; a psy-

chologlst on the effects of stress on

dizziness; 8 Michigan Ear Iostitute

physician on the causes of dizziness,

The program Is followed by & ques-
tlon and answer sesslon.

THE ACQUSTIC Tumor Support
Group meets at 6 p.m. the second
Monday of the month in Michigan
Ear Institute, 27555 Middlebelt,
Farmington Hills.

“Acoustic neuroma Is relatively
rare,” says Malcolm Graham of the
Instilute, “Many people have never
heard of it untll thelr own Is diag-
nosed. Talking to others who have
had thls type of tumor allows them
to resolve some dllficultles and
glves them the strength and courage
to go on.” .

The particlpants reccive profes-

slonal input about the problems re-
lated to acoustle tumor, such as
hearing loss, faclal paralysis, loss of
energy.

The Faclal Paralysls Support
Group meets two Lo three times a
year with speciallst Jack Kartush.
The group may hear presentations
on toples such as a new medication,
Botulinum, that can kelp the spasms
and Involuntary tics that occur when
partial recovery of a netve occurs,
or on the gold bar cyelld Implant
that makes it possible for a para-
Iyzed eyelid to it at a lower, more
natural position.

Thé Hearing Impaired and
Cochlear Implant groups are just
getting started. “Learnlog to deal
with hearing loss is a major problem
for many people,” says Dr, Graham,
“The problem breeds isolation and
people tend to withdraw {rom zocial
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contact. It's that restricting of actly-
ities and withdrawlng from people
that needs to be worked agalnst in
the suppart groups.”

More Information on any of the
support groups Is available by cal-
1llng the Mlichigan Ear Institute at
476-4622.
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Adelaide’s Lament
“Just from waiting around for that plain litile
band of gold, a pergon can develop a coid,”
sings Linda Rainford. “Adelalde’s Lament™
from “Guys and Dolls" is but one of the love
songs on Farmington Community Chorus's

“Love Noles” playbill. Curtain for the spring
concert is 8 p.m, Friday and Saturday, May
5-8, in the North Farmington High School au-
ditorium. Tickels at the door.

New referral device created
for those with special needs

The Health Professional Advisocy
C PAC) of the
Michlgan Chapter of the March of
Dimes has developed a zlmple
means of directing the parents of
children with special needs to agen-
cles and health organizations that
provide the services they seek.

A small wallet-slze card listing a
varlety of health and social services
has been developed for the city of
Detrolt and Wayne, Mooroe, Wash-
tefaw, Macomb, Livingston, St. Clalr
and Oakland counties. The cards
have been distributed to hospltals,
publlc health department offlces and
a variety of health and social service
agencles in each area.

Parents of children with special
needs, such as birth defects or devel-
opmental delays, often have difficul-

volunteer group with the Intent of
bridging this gap.

According to Darlenc Blair, “Al-
though there are agencles providing
informatlon, medical services, finan-
clal ald and refervals, the people
who need these services aren’t al-
ways aware of them and don’t know
where to go In their areas for assi-

tance. That's why we developed
these cards.”

The cards arc available to bealth,
non-profit and soctal services agen-
cies In the seven countics and De-
troit for free. Cards may be obtained
by contacting the Southeast Michi-
gan Chapter of the March of Dimes "
at 423-3200 during business hours.

ty In finding the or ser-
vices they scek. The card was devel-
oped by the March of Dimes
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LOWER SCHOOL
(Pre K-Grade 2)
3003 Wes Maple Rosd

bam, Michigan 48010

433-1050

DETROIT COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

Admissions Testing .
Saturday, May 6, 8:30 am.
for
Pre-Kindergarten - Grade 12

Please call to make an appointment for your
child to take the admissions test.

UPPER & MIDDLE SCHOOLS
(Grade 6-12)
22303 West Thirteen Mile Road
Birmingham, Michigan 45010 '

646-7717

| i

JUNIOR SCHOOL
(Grade 3-5)
3600 Bradway Doulevard
Bitminghae, Michigan 48010
-
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John R.'Sa}inborn, M.D.
an
Evan J. Griffiths, M.D.

take pleasure in announcing
the opening of their new practice
in

OBSTETRICS, GYNECOLOGY
and INFERTILITY

300 Park, Suite 420
' Birmingham

647-9850
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