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By Joanne Maliszewski
ataff writer

EX-cOounciiman

set the example for the other taxing enti-
ties, but that it call upon Lhose bodies to

The Farmington Hills City Council won't
tell the Farmington Board gl Educatlon to
hold the line on taxes, But it doesn't mind
sharing a Ietter from a former councltman
who spells out the need for lower taxcs.

In & letter to ¢ity manager Willlam Cos-

- tick, former councllman Ear) Opperthauser
applauded clty officials’ Intention to roll
back the clty's tax rate in light of this year's

increased property tax nssessments,

But Opperthauser urged the council to
adopt a resolution putting its Intentlons In
concrete as an example to other taxlng
unlts, such as the public schools and Oak-

land County.

“I also urge that such resolutlon not only

and” hopefully convince the
school

roll back the tax rate to a

take similar actlon. Such a resolutlon would
allay the fcars and concerns of our cltizens,

boards to take slmilar actlon. If such
action is not taken, a citizens tax revolt is a
distinct likellbood,” Opperibauser wrote.

A couple of weeks ago, Costick told the
city council that cfforts were belng made to
hold the line on city tax Increases. A study
sesslon on the propesed 1989-90 budget is
scheduled for 7:30 p.m. Monday, May 1, in
council chambers, 31555 11 Mile. .

CITY OFFICIALS expect to reduce or

homeowners won't pay more in taxes to the
city even thaugh residentlal property taxes

Urges iIiower s

we're dolng.”

level where ficiats said.

Increased an avernge 6-10 percent this year.
While city officials can pat themselves on
the back for thelr efforts, lhey're aware
that most Farmington Hills taxpayers will
county and * sce little reduction in their total tax bill “l
other taxing units don‘t follow suit.

“I don't want people in Farmington Hilis
to thiuk their tax bills wiil be lower,” coun-
cllwoman Jean Fox zafd. “People will not
_get a lower tax bill as the result of what

Ever-increasing  properly tax nssess.
ments and the fallure of other taxing units
fallure to roll back tax rates to offset the
increased assessments are to blame, clty of-

Stlli, only ene councitman, Paul Sowerby,
was willing to bluntly tell the school board

e awh@@!’,

Scouts tour computer wilderness

By Noreen Flack
speclal wrlter

Campfire aing-a-longs and lessons
on wilderness survival are not abl
anrc is to being a Glr! Scout these

ays.

Digital Equipment Cerp. in Farm-
Ington Hills is no Camp Kookenowa,
but the company pledged Scouts
Hanor by educating local girls in
computer lechnology for four Satur-
days in April.

Maureen Kaplan, 27, of Farming-
ton HIlls, a’senior software coglucer
at Dlgital and & member of the
Michigan Metro Glirl Scout Councll
In Detroit, organized the program,
designed to expose glrls to comput-
ers, in July 1988.

“When I went to college at Michl-
gan, only 10 percent of the students
were women,” Kaplan said. “The
program eacourages girls to be
more involved with math and sci-
ence.

DRIAN TOOVAUAN

Beth Baerman (right) of Digital and Girl Scout Shella Davis
(second trom left) of Livonia watch as another Girl Scout tries

her hand at robotics.

The 140 girls in green, ranging
Irom ages 10 to 14, showed up every
Saturday for hands on training In
clectronte mailing, word processing,
and sprcad sheets. They viewed
demonstratlons in graphlcs and ls-
tened to employees speak on the his-
tory of computers.

Kathy Crisp, 10, a fourth grader at
Willlam Grace Elementary School in
Farmington Hills, says she was
surprised that so many women
warked for Digltal.

“I thought it was just for men be-
cause mostly men work on comput-
ers,” Crisp sald. “You know, they
make buildings and houses. But I'm
not afraid to get In front of the com-
puter.”

THE ROBOTICS program cap-
tivated the most interest.

“I love robots,” said Jeonifer
Plchler, 10, a fourth grader at Gar-
field Elementary School in Livonla,
I like buttons. I learned a lot here.
The computers at school are a lot
more boring."”

The three-hour Saturday sessfons
focused on each girl as an indlvldual,
Although 10 Scout leaders did partic-
ipate In the program, girls dld not
attend in troops.

“This program Is part of a long-
range plan to get gtrls more involved
in math and sclence,” sald Lisa Ray-
craft of the Michigan Metro Girl
Scout Council.

“The girls can talk to profession-
als like engineers and scientlsts, This
will start a trend to move on to sci-
ence studles and let them know that

Businessman makes the way
sciences are taught

By Casey Hans
stafi writor

One Farmington Hills buslness.
man has a deflnite oplnion on how
sclence and techuology should be
taught In the schools.

It's hls business.

Richard “Buzz" Brown, president
of the Farmington Hills. Ad-
vanced Center of Technology train-
ing, took exceptlon to views present-
ed at an April 4 Farmington schoot
board mecting, where several trus-
tees sald they were skepticzl a gen-
eral cducation teacher could effec-
tlvely teach sclence to students.

“I think they're mixing issucs,”
sald Brown, also a parent with a
child at Wood Creek Elementary. “1
find that to be absolutely not true.
People have an inherent fear of de-
livering that subject matter. They
{the board) may be sensltive to that.

“It's really an unnccessary fear
people have of math.”

BROWN SAID he has written to
superintendent Graham Lewis and
invited the board to vislt his facili-
ties on Northwestern Highway.

Brown travels around the US.
speaking to school boards about
technology, sclence and math train-
ing. He Is working with Southfleld

Richard “Buxx" Brown
trainer in technology

schools and Oakland Intermediate
Schools in teaining teachers in tech-
nology, math and science.

“I have found the biggest barrier
to empowering teachers to dellver
math and science Instruction is the
unnecessary fear about the materi-
)" Brown said in his leter to Lew-
Is. “Once that {ear Is overcome, the
teacher may actually become an ex-
cellent source of guldance for the
students.”

his job

The issue was ralsed by board
members Apirl 4 as Farmington
school adminlstrators presented new
elementary science curriculum and
textbooks for adoption. The adminis-
tratlon recommended staff in-ser-
vice sclence training instezd of hir-
Ing speclalists — a similar stance to
Brown's.

ALTHOUGH THE board voted to
approve the new curriculum plan,
they approved it contingent on a re-
view of the program in one year,

several voiced reservations
about the Inck of sclence specialists.

Trustee Janice Roloick sald: *
think it’s a fallacy, and I think it's
{rrational to believe 2ll teachers can
teach all things.”

Trustee James Abernethy agreed,
saying a language.arts teacher may
not be capable of delivering math
and science.

In a position paper Brown will de-
liver this year in Oklahoma, he says
“we need the general education sys-
tem to adopt creative lnstruction in
applled math, physics and sclence.

“We have experienced significant
success In developing these abstract
problem-solving skills through a
modular, handson, systems ap-
proach to teaching technology ltera-
ey

Open enroliment on the way

Conlinusd from Page 1

rollment. “I don't think i's galng to
be & substantial amount. Most want
to go where their friends go.

“There's good points and there's
bad,” he added. “It's been suggested
that It (a choice program) makes a
schoal get on its toes.”

Farmington High principal Jerry
Potter agreed. “Kids are still golng
to want to go to school with their
nelghbors,” he sald, “I guess we just
don't know {the impact)., I don’t think

‘It ig time.to consider removal of “set”
boundaries of the high school
attendance areas. . . . If we run out of
seats, we would say “The house is

full.”’

—Graham Lewis
superintendent

Farmington Public Schools

1t will make any differ-
ence. I think you'll sec minlmum
movement this spring and fall.”

Potter said once improvements to
tha bullding facade and medla cen-
ter are mada at his school, students
may want o attend there.

AT NORTH

ton High and North Fi

C is the mea-

have reported larger caroliments
than Harrison, but all three high
schoots have had decreasing enroll-
ments over the past few years.

The Farmington schools decision
comes just as a state Senate x‘ubcomx;l;

Don Cowan Is watching carefully for
studonts requesting transfers to hls
school, but 30 far, he sald, “It looks
like maybe it's not golng to be im-
pacting as much as I thought. Time
will tell.”

. Because of residentlal expansion

mittee is

would altow votera to petition for an
clection proposing a, “schools of
chalce” program for their district.

1 approved by voters, the dlstrict
would have to nllow parents to
choose from among the schools in
the district for thelr children. The

\»{n Farmington Hills; both Farming- Sgoata Education and Mental Health

sure; a simllor bill is before the
Housc Education Committee. .

Lewls sald in earller reports he
sees viability In Farmington for
open enrollment policles st the sec-
ondary Jevel, but not In the near fu-
ture for elementary schools.

Fai Public Schools covers
the clity of Farmington, most of
Farmin, Hills and a small por-

glon
tlon of West Bloomileld Township at

the northeast corner of the distriet.

The Associated Press contribut-
cd to this story. -

~

all these career optlons are open to
them.”

The program cnded Saturday af-
ter Scouts recclved thelr diplomas
by the Digital vice president for east
central sales, Chuck Pickle.

“The workforee has become high-
ly technological,” Pickle sald. “The
US. recognlizes women at a substan-

tial competitle advantage. Digital

and other companles want to take

‘I learned a ot here.
The computers at
school are a lot more
boring.’
— Jennifer Pichler
Girt Scout

and county taxing units that they nced to
follow the clty's lead. “I don't see any harm
in being candld with the sche
favor of telling the school board our posl-
tlon. We're not telling them how to budget.”

CITY OFFICIALS’ attempts have no ef-
fect on tax rates levied by other jurlsdic-
tlons such as the Fammlngton Publle
Schools, Oakland County Intermediate
Schools, Oakland County and Oakland Com-
munlty College.

This year's city tax rate is 9.4 mills. Un-
der the state’s Headlee Tax Limitatlon
Amendment, the city was required to roll
back its rate to 8.6 mills, which would have

advantage of what that large feml-
nlne workforce has to offer.”

AS MANY as 45 Digital employces
from sales, service, and technical
writing departments offered thelr
time, Including lunch hours, to orga-
nize the program.

“There are many outstanding peo-
ple at Digltal,” Pickle sald. "Pro-
grams ke this give us the chance to
olfer something back to the commu-
nity.”

A $5 registration fee from cach
Girl Scout pald for a merit badge
and diploma upon completion of the
program. The remainder of the nzon-
¢y went to the Michigan Metro Glrl
Scout council and to the Digital
Scholarshlp Fund for womem.

Thutsdoy, Aprl 27, 1988 OLE {FBA

county taxes

A A 4" 1

generated the same amount of money the
city would have received if property tax as-
sessments had risen at the same percentagé
as the rate of inflation. .

00l board. I'm in

d Clt; last year
But other council members weren't as Y

greed ~  ata public hearing their intent, under Truth
ﬂg&:&:ﬁ{; vlnslead to send Opper In Taxatlon laws, to collect 9.2 percent

more Lhan they did the previous year to
belp finance a $24 million budget. Assess-
ments last year increzsed an average 12
percent, with some going up as much as 20
pereent.

The school board last yegr levied $0.65
mills — a decrease of 1.15 mills from the
previous year, Desplte the millage reduc-
tlon, schoo) trustees did not roll back to 8
fevel that would have offset the increased
property tax assessments.

AN TORVAL
Girl Scouts Barbara Rowe {left) of Farmington Hills and Catri-
na Lokken, Shana Ntiri, Kathy Dezor and Corbett Williamson,
all of. Troy, watch as Vadim inin of Digital o

use of a computer.

We welcome Jacobson's Charge, MastesCard? VTSA." and American Lxprass®
Shop until 8 p.m. on Thursday and Friday. Until 8 p.m. on Morday, Tuesday, Wednesday end Soturday,

CRYSTAL CLEAR GIFT IDEA 1

Give this 7-piece salad set
as a wedding or shower
gift. Or add its shining

elegance to your own table.
Set includes 1 cylinder
shaped glass serving bowl,

4 individual salad bowls,
2 serving utensils, $30.
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