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: David_ Litogot teaches history
at ‘Wooddale Elemontary in the
Farmington Public Schools. He is
¢ Farmington Historical Society
:WIE"LUGT.

By Davld Litogot

‘opoclal writer
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+ If you stroll through the oldest
surlal ground in Farmington, the
‘Quaker Cemetery on Gill Road, you
‘wlll see the resting spot of soma of
the carliest settlerg'of the village.

* The first people burled there were
Sclinda Power. and Phebe Menerva
Power. They were the 31-year-old
wife and S-year-old daughter of
Nathan Power, son of village found-
or Arthur Power.

* The causc of their deaths was one
of the worst epldemic discases of the
19th century: cholera. They con-
tracted the discase on a visit to De-
trolt and died within hours of each
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they got cholera from a local source:
“A Farmington man by the name of
Barnum who llved on the present 10
Mile Road had heen visiting In De-
troit. His illness and subsequent
death and burial by Nathan Power
(in Barnum's own yard, incidentally)
spread the virus.”

Lifc was tough enough for these
carly settlers of Farmington without
discase. But the Introductlon of Asi-
atle cholera to the shores of Michi-
gan atfected the state’s immigration
and settlement rate.

CHOLERA CAME to Detroit In
1832 via a steam boat, The Henry
Clay, loaded wlith several companics
of soldiers under the command of

lcra had hroken out on ship; when
the ship stopped at Detroit, the ex-
tremely contaglous dlsease was
spread to the townspeople.

By 1832, the great cpidemic dls-
cases of the previous two centuries,
yellow fever and small pox, were no
fonger natlonal problems. Cholera,
on the other hand, appeared in Rus-
sia In 1831, spread to western Eu-
rope, and was brought to America by
immigrants. It soon made its ap-
pearance in clties on the eastern sea-
board, where many deaths were re-

ried,
po“ would cross the country with the
Forty-niners, hit the Wisconsin lead
mines and strike Negro fleld hands
In the South, It never killed as many

‘The symptoms are spectacular,
very simllar to those of arsenic pol-
sonlng. The onset of cholera is
marked by dlarrhes, acute spasmo-

dle vomiting and palnful cramps.’

¢ sufferer would acquire a bluish
cast, his extremities would be cold
and darkened, and the zkin of hls

deaths took place within two wecks.
The territorlal capitol building in
Detrolt was utillzed as a hospltal for
the victims, and, of course, the
Lownspeople were In a stato of panic.
Qutstate towns set up guards to pre-
vent lravelers from Detroit from us-
ing the pubtlc roads. ot
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hands and fect drawn and pi 5

Death may intervene withln a day
or may permit the patient to suffer
for five days ore 1

with
tempting to elude the road block
cast of Ypsllantl, was fired upon and
one of the hun’a Kkllled. In splte of

When people dld dle of cholera, 1t
was quickly, sometimes within a few
haurs. A young man.from Albany
wrote in his dlary In 1832: “To see
indlviduals well In the moming and
burled belore night, retiring appar-
ently well and dead in the mornlng is
somcthing which s appalling to the
boldest heart.”

PERHAPS THE portlon of that
childhood prayer, “and should I dle
before I wake . . .” originated back

Each- week, the Farmington
Hills Department of Special Ser-
vices Recreation Division pre-
Yents a synopsis of upcoming ac-
fivities, Fpr more information
about programs, coll the recre-

"I btion office, 473-9570. For mat-

Jers regarding city council agen-

Fee Is $26 for adults, teens and chll-
ren.

® BOATING SAFETY
This course, approved and certl-
fied by the Department of Natural
Resources, wlll quallfy all young
people, 12-18 years old, 1o operate a
b of six b or

da items, call our at
#76-3838.
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P GOLF LESSONS

¢ Get back into the swing of things
ith some sound basic tips on golf.

plx lessons will cover proper stance,

p and swing. Classes begln the

eck of May 1 at the Novl Gaks Golf
nd Sport Center and meet twice a
eck, Monday and Wednesday or

Tuesday and Thursday, Each class fs

50 minutes. Fee Is §22 for adulls,

teens and children and $12 for spe-

citically scheduled senlor adult

klasses,

© TENNIS LESSONS

. Develop tennls skills [n forchand,
backhand, serve, voiley and get an
overview of court rules, Four lessons
will be held on Saturdays beginning
‘May 8 at Farmington High School,

more without adult supervision, The
class will meet May 22 and 24 at the
Farmington Hills Library, 32737 12
Mile Road from 6-9 p.m. Fee Is §3
and you must pre-register prior to
May 1.

© NATURE STUDY

Saturday, May 20 from 10 a.m. un-
til noon at Heritage Park you will
sec the park In living color. as you
tour the hardwood forests, explore
the trails and discover the abum-
dance of wildflowers through the
park’s 211 acres, Fee s §3 per per-
son or $10 per famlly. Pro-register
at the recreation office.

© SPRING HAYRIDES"

Bring the whole family and enjoy
a hayride tour of Heritage Park.
Tours will be 7-8 p.m, Friday, April
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Sandra Su
MAY 5,6, 12,13 -8 P,

presents - -

“SEASCAPE’

By Edward Albee
‘A WITTY & WARM PLAY
Ditected by

.M.* MAY 7 -2 P.M.

THEATRE

therland

DINNER THEATRE
MAY 6 6:30 P.M.
(Raservations by April 28th)

Ogkland Communily College’

Orchard Ridge Campua:.

Coming..MAY 24 & 25
“A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM”

time to register with Sefective
at any U.S. Post Office.

Men, if you're about to turn 18, it's

Service @9
It's quick. It's easy.
And it's the law.

c 18
With a deal 1tk

only $1.6081¢

From Bundny, April 23rd thru Sunday, April 30th,
MCL's nutritious and delicious Liver & Ondons
spocially priced for only $1.69.

Lv:an WaAI

DU

thig, why cook?

28, or May 5, 12 or 12, The tour will
conclude with a campfire and a
chance for children to roast marsh-
mallows. A $3 pre-reglstration fee
per person is required. .

@ KITE FESTIVAL

Grab your kite and come to Heri-
tage Park 1-4 p.m. Saturday, May 6
(raln date 1s May 7), for the first
Heritage Park Kite Festival. You
can fly your kite in contests or just
for fun. Activitles will Include con-

20 Colors Avaliodie — FREE Alleraiions

ALLIE

d BROS. 477-4434 "3

tests, flying demonstrations and dis-
plays, There Is no fee for this pro-
gram.

® PARKEY'S MOTHER'S DAY
LUNCH .

Join Parkey In celebrating a spe-
cial day for your mom Saturday,
May 13, at Herltage Park {rom noon
to 1:15 pam. Activitles will include
lunch, crafts, games and songs. Fee
is $10 per couple, $5 for cach addl-
tional child.
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18 PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THE OPENING OF OUR NEW
WELDING & INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY SUPERMARKET.

YOU WILL FIND SPECTACULAR SAVINGS THROUGHOUT THE STORE
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these pr the disease
spread. Three died in Farmington,
11 In Marshall.

Dottors began to notice that filth
and poor public health contributed to
the spread of the dlscase. Americans
were shocked. This was a land of
good alr, clean water and healthy
people. Slnce it affecled the poor
more than the rich, many people as-
soclated cholera with ignorance and
sinfulness.

But the docters were right. Un-
cooked food, sewage-contaminated
water and even unwashed hnnlds

ied to cemetery’s 1st burials

{uge ln alcohol, capeclally French
brandy acd port. Some tried cam-
phor vapors and others the fumes of
burning tar or pitch.’

Doctors, themselves, did not know
{n 1832 that cholera was caused by a
bacterin (finally Isolated In 1883)
and ean spread, Lke typhold, along
any pathway leading to the human
digestive tract.

Mcdlcal practitioners resorted to
bleodletting; rubblng the skin with
powdered chalk, cayenne pepper or
mercury compound. Some used to-
bacco smoke enemas, electric shocks
and the Injection of sallne solution
Into the velns. Some quacks even
sold do-It-yourself kits.

BUT DR. William Beaumont ex-
plained that “the greater proportion-
al number of deaths In the cholera
epidemics are, tn my oplelon, caused
more by fright and presentment of
death than from the fatal tendency
+ . .ol the discase.”

Among those who died of the dls-

were or_the t

sion of the discase. The clties with
thelr crowded, dirty streets; the pups
running loose; the waste water
thrown out the windows; and the
drinking water bucketed {from a riv-
er were areas of prime concern.

HEALTH BOARDS were formed
to help clean up the cltles and estab-
lish quarantines. But the masses be-
gan to experiment with other forms
of preventive measures. Many di
themselves with the “cholera pre-
ventlves,” which enriched apothe-
carles and quacks throughout the
country. A greater number took re-

s 4ase SAME DAY

case was Father Gabriel
Richard. He did not succumb to cho-
lera o 1832, but to exbaustlon
caused by pursing and comforting
the sick in Detrolt.

A second epldemic broke out In
Detroit In 1834; it was of relatively
short duration, but more deaths oc-
curred than In 1832, Seven percent of
the city's populatlon died in August
of 1834,

Many widows and orphans were
left without means of support and
were sent to the poorhouse. Other

epidemics would strike in 1849 and
1866, but none with the local signifi-
cance of that dreaded one of 1832,

~Bergstroms
INSTALLATION

40 GALLON RESIDENTIAL.
HOT WATER HEATER
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CALL BETWEEN 7:30 AM. and 3:00 PME  S4j7--
AND HAVE SAME DAY INSTALLATION "My g -
- CALL FOR DETAILS Y = Faes

532-2160 0r532-56848
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T
repackaged the idea of family
tealth care with fmily dctors
plus comvenicat, extended
hours and on-site seevices Dike
Lzboratory, xray and physical
therapyt

When you cioase pour
primary medical caee, conme to
MereyCare Family Medical Center.
sl thersg sabitis x v

MercyCare
Family Medical Center

Introducing
Family Doctors .
with Extended allinorby :
Hours and Rochester Hllls 6563515 |
Expanded Services. 8125 Kochewer i '
h Hours: Open Mon.Eri. 9am.9pm. ¢
Finding a skilled, caring, Sat. and Sun. 9am.-S pm. '
physician ssha is personally Union Lake 3601200
interested In yousnd your 2000 Union Lk RA. i
'
'

{Across from K-Mart)

Hours: Mon. and Wed. 9 am-6 pm.
Tue. and Thur. Y am.-8 pem.

Fei.and SaL. 9 am.-5 pm, Closed Sun.
682:3500

Waterford
4000 Hightand Rd.
ours: Open ManFri. 9am-9 pm.
Sat-Sun. 9 am-5 pm.

855-6773

Farmington Hllls

28270 Orchard Lake Rd

Hours: Open Mon.Fri. 9am.9 pm.
Sat-Sun.9am-Spm.
Blemingham 6461995
(4 Nocks cast of Woodwaed Ae)

2075 E 14 Mile Rd.
Hours: Open Mon.Frl. Bam.S pem.
Closed Sat, ar\dsu\n,

.l

right in your nelghborhood.

Moblle Mammography Available at the
. Birmingham Center May 12 and 13,

Rochester Hillls Center
. Farmington Hills Center May 26 and 27

The Moblle Mammography Program, offered by Mercy Women's Ca
Center, provides complete breast educatlon ::2’1 mn;:?mogn;hy sc.rr\clcc

@/Sﬁfggynosmm

PO0 WOODWARD, PONTING, A1 48033

May 19 and 20,

Call 858-3780

for your appointment now.
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