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County eyes coordinator to help local communities

By LeAnno Rogora
staff writor

Oakland Is apparently the only
county In Michigan with a gypsy
moth” problem that has no county
coordinator to direet efforts to fight
the infestation.

But Oakllmd County communitles
are looking Into the possibility of fol-

. lowlng sult.

A group of transplanted Eastern-
ers, gypsy moths, have growlng
numbers in Oakland County and are
lixely to be here for a long time, ac-
cordlng to Cart Dollhop!, Michigan
Department of Agriculture reglonal
supervisor.

And oak trees are thelr favorite
target.

“We want the communities to be
In control rather than indlviduals
having spraylngs done. It's not effec-
tive if only one guy sprays"
Dollhopf sald. “The same Is true for
communities. No one can be 100-per-
cent sure In the county that they
aren't going to get this.”

When communitles eventuglly do
begin spraying, Dollhopf safd the
hope s that the gypsy moth popula-
tion will be reduced by as much as
90 percent.

Eight communltics fn the county
have been designated as having gen-
eral problems with gypsy moth
Infestatlons, he sald, but ail com-
munltles In the county have some
number of the Insects.

BASED ON findings in traps and
©gg mass counts, the eight heavlest
arcas of gypsy moth concentrations
are:

“We want the communities to be in
control rather than individuals (mving
sprayings done. It’s not effective if
only one guy sprays.’

— Carl Dollhopf

Michigan Department of Agriculture

® Beverly Hills and Bingham
Farms — the area west of Lahser
Road between 13 Mile and 14 Mile;

® Bloomfleld Hills and Bloom-
fleld Townshlp — along the border
of the two communltles at Lahser
and Quarton roads;

® Troy — in the area of Big Bea-
ver and Adams roads;

® West Bloomfield — north of
Maple Road and east of Orchard
Lake Road;

@ Rochester  Hills — cast of
Meadow Brook Hall;

@ Holly — in Seven Lakes State

Park;

® Highland Township — in
area of Hickory Rldge Road, nnrth
of M.58;

® Lake Orlon — the southern end
of the village.

“THIS IS based on density of the
gypsy moths, All of these are very
small areas,” Dollhopf sald. “All the
surroundlng counties also have
them. They are here to stay,”

During their caterpillar stage, in
this area u:ua!ly mh! -May through
mid-June, the moths ecat
leaves from trees, Dollhapl sald. ¥

Project failed;
moths escaped

Gypsy moths are on this continent
as the result of a falled experiment.

The moths were brought to New
England from Europe in 1868 for
cross breeding to make sturdier stlk
moths, according to Cart Dotthopf of
the Michlgan Department of Agri-
culture,

Since escaplng captlvity in New
England, the gyspy moths have been
transported to other arcas of the
country by egg masses laid in bas-
kets, cars, trailers, lawn furniture
and even a clothespin bag.

“The egg masses are deposited by
early August and don’t hatch untll
Apri], s0 there I3 a lot of time for
them to be moved,” Dollhopf sald.

Michigan’s flrst Infestation was In
Lansing in 1953 when the eggs were
brought In on produce bushel bas-
kets. That Infestatlon was eradicat.
eldb,!he satd, but that ks no longer pos-
sible,

“We can cosmetically control’

ity to decide wheth

them but we can't eradicate them.
They are very prolific and thelr pat-
ural enemles aren’t here,” Dollhop!
said. “We introduced some of thelr
natural enemies, but winter has tak-
en a harder toll on them than on the
gypsy moths, They are also kind of
hairy, so blrds don’t like them
much.”

For the past 50 years the state bas
sct two traps In designated spots in
each township to monitor gypsy
tions. Dollhopf sald ex-
tad o0 deeg sot, but due
to funding cuts that task is belng tak-
en over by local communities.

More information on the gupsy
moth is available in booklet form
at a small charge from the Oak-
land County Cooperative Exten-
sion Service, 1200 N. Telegraph,
Pontiac. Hours are 8:30 a.m. to §
gérer; Telephone number is 858-

Teo phato

1o spray, ord

1tis up to each
Ing to stale experis.

50 pereent oF more of the leaves are
lost, he sald the tree is weakened.

The larger moths will go after
white ploe and hemlock, according
to o representative from the exten-
sion service. The smaller larvae
have broader tastes. They will al-
tack alder, birch, apple and bass-
wood trees,

They will go to other kinds of trees
only after supplies of these leaves
are exhausted.

‘{THEN) THE trec Is open to
Infestation from bark beetles or
other bugs and to winter injuries,”
Dolthop{ sald. “If there is minimal
damage, you can care for the tree by

trimming dead branches, feeding it
and watering It if needed. You can’t
do anything really if there is a heavy
infestation.”

Currently the infested area of
Beverly Hllls has 65-70 egg masses
per acre. Dollhop sald total defolla-
tion by the gypsy moths does not oc-
cur until the egg masses exceed 300
per acre.

“We could reach those levels by
199¢ dependlng on environmental
{actors Jike how severe this winter
will be,” Dollhopf sald. “If the win-
ter Ls severe and there [3 a high mor-

tallty rate, we might not reach those .

levels.”

THE DENSITY of {nfestation will
determine whether gypsy moth
spraying is warranted, Dollhopf safd,
Curvently, Beverly Hills, Bingham
Farms, Bloom{leld Hills, Bloomfield
Townshlp and West Bloomficld are
looking at a possible spring 1990
spraying program, he salid,

“It Is really up to the communlity
If they are going to spray,” Dollhopf
sald. “You are dealing with a lot of
Issues like a drop in property values
if the trees are defoliated and you
can't get federal or state money un-
less defoliation is !mminent. Com-
munitles might want to go ahead
with apraying.”

Baclljus Thuringlensis (BT), also
known by the product name Dipel,
would most likely be the spray used
for aerial spraying of infested trees.
This spray s not supposed to be
harmful to other Insects, wildlife,
humans or the environment.

1 infestation is at too low a level,
the BT will not be effective,”
Dollhopf sald. “Also it Isn't cost of-
fectlve flnancially or environmental-
1y to put pesticides into the environ-
ment unnecessarily. The 1dea Is to
spray ouly when there s an immi-
nent need.”
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Parks re-open for camplng

Weekend umylng resumes at two
©Oakland County parks.
Opening dsy at Addison Oaks i3

lar camping season
and runs throogh Sept. 10. " .
Fcu for primitive sites m

Friday April 28 while G
Oaks opens Fylday, May 5. The regu-
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A soft agenda tukes shape in 2-plece dressing for speing

Chaus Classics

Chaus proves thot coreer clanl:s can ba soft und feminine.
2-piecs dredsing In royon. Sizes S-M-L. tmported. Short-sleave
shirt in novy, $38. Patchwork full skirt in navy, $54. .
Embroldered blouss In white, $48. Coordinating polcley skirt
in navy, $54, In Updoted Sportsweor ot oll metro stones.
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