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By Tim Richard
staff writor

Oakland County politicos, suspi-
clous of a Greater Detroit economic
development plan, stalled it for a
month in the
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world trade center In Detroit, It de-
cries “urban sprawl” as wasting tax
money for new Infrastructure, dis-
tupting the rural environment and
damaging to older citles.

The Big Four plan favors “focus-
ing in arcas with vnder-

Counclt of Governments.

The plan was developed by the Blg
Four — the mayor of Detrolt and
three county chiefs — who Friday
asked the SEMCOG Executive Com-
mittee for a slmple declaratlon that
their plan wash’t in conflict with
SEMCOG's seven-county plan.

““Fhey've had plenty of time since
February to study it,” sajd an irritat-
ed Daniel T. Murphy, Oakland Coun-
ty executlve and one of the Big Four.
“Then they jumped all over It last
week.”

The SEMCOG Executive Commlt-
tce voted 20-6 to spend a month on
study.

THE BIG FOUR plan calls for a

utlllzed Infrastructure” — meaniog
older clties which already have
paved roads, water, sewers and peo-
ple seekling jobs. :

The Big Four's effort to enllst
SEMCOG support scemed routine
uniil Oakland Commissloner Rich-
ard Skarritt, R-Milford, and board

Roy Rewold, R- h )
wrote a letter earller In the week
asking more study time.

“These policies,” Skarritt wrote to
SEMCOG members, “will have a
major impact on future infrastruc-
ture and economic development in
Oakland County."” He sald the board
was unaware of the plan before a
committee review April 17,

“I spent Lwo pages of the state of

HUD raises limit
for mortgage loans

The lmit for obtaining U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban De-
velopment mortgage loans was re-
cently ralsed for Oakland County
{rom $79,000 up to $101,250. .

The National Housing Act author-
Izes HUD to Insure mortgages for
single famlly homes and guarantees
the meortgage in case of default.
HUD is allowed to increase the
mortgage ceillng limit to reflect re-
glonal dlfferences in houslng costs.

U.S. Sen. Donald Riegle, D-Mlchi-
gan, announced the Increase. He
chairs the Senate’s committee on
banklng, houslng and urban affalrs

which has oversight on national
housing policy.

“Because of high and rising hous-
ing costs in Oakland County, many
flrst time home buyers don't have
the option of uslng HUD mertgage
terms to lower their down payment
costs. Many of these people weuld be
given this optlon if they bought the
same house in another lower costing
community,” he said.

“'This increase In mortgage limlts
makes It possible for home buyers,
regardless of where they buy, to
have equal access to the HUD pro-
gram,” Riegle sald.
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the county speech on it,” safd Mur-
phy, “and no onc cven asked me
about it.” The executive sald Rewold
and Skarritt, who chalrs the govern-
ment and transportation commlttee,
wrote the letters without getting ap-
govg! from a majority of the full
ard,
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“The communlties' were not In-
volved,” objected Milford Township
Supervisor Robert D. Foley. “Our
Oakland County Townshlp Supervi-
sors group decided almost unani-
mously ft shouldn't be adopted uatit
there ls more study.”

SEMCOG delegates from Monroc
and Washtenaw counties wondered
why the Big Four were devcloping

BUT OAKLAND and other outly-
thelr own plans and who would pay

ing counties had some questions over
wlhnt it will take to the forthep
plan,

MURPHY FOUGHT a longer de-
lay, telllng SEMCOG that state gov-
croment in coming weeks will be
making decislons affecting the eco-
normic plan.

“There were no detalls on fund-
ing” -sald Oakland Commissioner
Marllynn  Gosling, R-Bloomiield
Hills, a SEMCOG delegate.
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Among the state-level Ltsues, ac-
cording to state Commerce Depart-
ment official Bil Lontz, are:

& World Trade Center funding —
other states have had siate ald for
trade centers. -

® Toxic waste rules — a series of
five hearings is due to start fn May.

® A “wetland bank” proposal be-
fore the state Department of Natu-
ral Resources.

@ Recreation bond money — vot-
ers approved $140 million for recre-
ation {n 1988, Some Oakiand officials
arc pushing a “‘rails to trails” plan to
convert unused raflroad rights of
way to bike-bike-horse trails,

® Land assembly for redevelop-
ment.
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NORTHERN OAKLAND, western

gston countles be-

lieve they bave beneflited from the

“sprawl” decried by the Blg Four
and urban planners.

Much factory, office and sporis
arena development has occurred in
what were formerly farm fields and
meadows on two-lane blacktopped
roads.

Pollticians in outlylng areas sce
that as growth in the property tax
base, not as urban spraw] that drains
older areas.

I Shirts w='37.

we’ll sew for you -

A®60.VALUE
With this coupon,

you will reccive (5)
custom-tailored shirts
] for the price of (4).

Troy, Nt
Somersot Mail

Mon_, Thurs . Fri 1000-9 00
Tues, Wed . Sat 10 00-600
Sun. 12 00-5 00

Birmingham, Mt

4087 12aple Ra

(SE corner of Telegraph)
(313) 642.6662

Moa 10 00-7.00

Sat 10006 00

OFFER EXPIRES 00/00/89
GOOD WITH THIS AD ONLY.

A SALE TCO GOOD TO KEEP FROM THE PUBLIC!
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Ina simply classic sliver of ivory. Undeniably Natori. Exclusively at

Saks Fifth Avenue. The polyester satingown forsizes. P,S,M,' L, $78;
matching polyester chiffon cocoon, embla/d@legiandapp/:qued
one size only, $ 120, Designer Sieepwear Collection.

Joinus in Troy tomorrow, April 28, from noon until 4 to meet our
Nalorirepresentative, andregister to win a Natori outfit. Informal

modeling, 17am-4pn.
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Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge, Troy

Dear Sewarc-Glenn,
We're having an exclusive sa

1wo weeks.

picce they buy.

customers,

entise line of Sterns & Foster top quality bedding. At prices
that ate 5o law, we can only afford co offer them 10 you for

Each and every Stetns & Foster mattsess and box spring
features the same attention to detail that has made Sterns &
Foster the most respected name in bedding since 1846. And for
two weeks only, yout customers can save 26% 0 44% on every

Here are just a few of the savings we have in store for your

Foster Bedding Co.

le for our customers — on our
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DYNASTY CORRECT COMFORT
EXTRA FIRM PLUSH
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But hurry in — the sale ends Saturday, May 13th.

YOU'VE EARNED A STEARNS & FOSTER.

2600 N. Woodward Ave.
" Just South of Square Lake Rd.

Fine Furniture Since 1917
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