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Ex-Hawk all-stater
signs as free agent

By Dan O'Meara
slaff writer

In his destre to make the Detrolt Lions football team, John Miller will
spare no sacrifice,

‘The former State U y and
star is committed to doing all in hls power Lo mpress first-year coach
‘Wayne Fontes and his staff.

“I'll run out on the fleld and pick up the tee after the kickoff if that's
what it takes,” he said.

Alter being passed over In the NFL draft early last week, Miller
signed a frec-agent contract with Detrolt on Wednesday and quickly
found bimself In a Lions unlform. The two-time, all-Blg Ten safety took
part In a four-day rookie minl-camp that concluded Saturday at the
Pontlac Silverdome.

One reason the Lions signed Miller had to do with his reputatlon for
being a hard-nosed, blue-collar player with plenty of desire.

“I'LL GO out and do anything to make this team a winner, and I think
they know that,” Miller said, “My hustle is a reason I think I Iuve a
chance to make this team.”

Mlller, who starred at Harrison from 1981-1984 and still holds the
achool's career rushing record, also considered signing with the Houston
Oilers. That move would have reunlted him with former MSU defensive
coordinator Nick Sabap, who now coaches the Houston secondary.

Miller flew to Texas last week and talked with Saban before dt:ddlng
to stay close to home and sign with the Lions.

“He said ‘I'm going to throw my pltch at ynm and when you make your
decislon don't think about my feelings,'” er sald. “I took that to
heart, and it really helped me make my dechlon

“1 dldn’t want to go there for me. I wamed to go there for him, but I
had to do what was In my best in

Not belng sclected in the collego dm!l didn’t come as a shock to Mil-
ler, who considered It a letdown but not necessarily a disappointment. He
anticipated having'to go the free agent route.

“As things turned out, I think it was better I didn’t get plcked up in the
later rounds,” he said. “This way I was able to pick the team that was
best suited for me."”

MILLER’S LOW for the dralt In part from the
results of 2 pre-draft screenlng test in Indianapolis. He didn’t make a blg
mpression on the pro scouts wllh his 4.7 time in the 40- dash.

Miller uld he tbou;ht it bnd a great bearing on the draft, but he hopes

to make g d chance and ultimately repay the Lions for
giving Illm the npportunlty

“Belng a free agent, I have to prove myself even more thon the guys
who were drafted,” he sald. “Tho Lions had enough interest in me ¢o give
me a shot, and I havo to prove to them that I am the player I think I am.

“It's been handed to me, and now I have to take it and show them [ can
play In the NFL. I bave to show them I'm the type of player that fits
thelr system.”

‘The 8-font.2, 195-pound Miller played both strong and free safety as
MSU, and ho believes his knowledge of the game will enable bim to learn
both pro positions and thereby increase his vatuc.

I be makes the team, however, Miller knows it will most likely beasa
utility player and member of the special teams. But, as be already indi-
cated, that would suit Miller just flne.

“I'M NOT Jooking to go out thero and be an lmpact player,” he sald.
“Pm not that type of player, 'm the type that grows Into a role and gets
better az the season goes on. Hopefully, that's tho way things wilt work
out here In Detroit.

“] plan to work as hard as F can, and If the coaches feel I can help the
team they'll keep me. If they think I can belp them In the future, that
would be great becauss I can come along (gradually) and galn confl-

Hills Harrison |

~ Local Lion
Miller must prove self to pro club

John Miller warked out with the Datrolt Lions at the National
Football Leagus team's mini-camp for rookies last week. The
former Harrison and MSU star signed with the Lions as a free

agent Wednenday.’

Miller knows how much the pros valee speed, and he has heard all tha
talk about him belng too slow, But there have been great pro players ln
the past who dida't have ag“tlhe uatural tools, and Miller believes there’

atll room for players like

“J think {the Lions) think there is, or they woulda't bave given me the
shot,” Miller said. “One of the coaches said 'If you lum how to position
your body, & 4.6 player suddenly becomes a 4.4 player.

"Speed doesn’t always determine how fast you get tolhe ball. It's how *
fast your rend the quarterback and react to what's happening.”
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of the obvious hometown connection. He and the other rookiés will return

Hawks keep
slate perfect

with 7-2 win

Farmington Hills Harrison contin-
ued its amazing start In the 1989
baseball senson Friday, winning its
sixth game without a loss In a 7-2
win over vislting Northville,

Jason Lichtman earned the win =

lur the llnwkx. ‘who,are 4-0 In the
‘estern Division of the Westem
leuActivlﬂcsAmodJN
Lichtman scattered four hity (n siy
innlngs, and Gary Devine relieved in
the mmm Lichtman struck out six
and walked
Rob Mn:Dom!d bad a two-run ho-
mer ln (he firat inning for Harrison

Refc allowed were earned.
Green was 3-for-3 and scored three

runs and in two, while Van Ord
=04 Chris Adaras had two bits aplece. Joe
Starts was ¥-for-3 aod scored two ruse
for North.

In a played Wednesday,
Harrison had 20 hits and bombatded
Livonla Churchill 18-2.

“The hits are falling in,” Harrison
coach John Herrington said. “We're
getting the key hita, and the pitching
has been outstandLn,

“The kids practice real hard and
I‘LI‘IW real tenaclty. They lke to bat-

o

The team's earned run average bs

-under 1.00, and ace Cralg Murray

has struck out 31 of the 46 batters he
has {aced, Herrington sald.

“We haven't had to make a lot of
defenslve plays, because the pltching
has been 50 good.”

Startlng plld:er Steve Miller, who
went six fnnings, and Devine, com-
bined on a four-hltter Wednesday.

three RBI, and
for-3 wﬂh two RBI to lcad Harri-
son's attack,

Sean Murray also hit safely three

hits aplece. Lichtman also walked
three times and scored four runs.

JOBEN GLENN 12, FARMING-.
TON 4:Mark Johasten gave up nine hits
Friday for Westland Jokn Glenn's base-
bali team, bat it wes good enovgh to Jead
ha Rockets to a 12-4 win over ylsiting

dence.
“If 1 becorne a key player down the road that would be £, " he
sald. “I'm just ecstatic they're giving ma a chance.” .

Plaase tum to Page 2

Paul Wonsoh of Farmington Hills began the 1839 saason in -
Toledo, playing for the Tigsrs top farm toam, the Mud Heno,

The former U-M star was at Glona Falls, N.Y., [ast yeer.

1

Wenson’s wish

Bryant Satterloo was 3-for-3 with an
RBI and scored two runs for Glean. Bob

scored
Farmiogton defented North Flrm!n.
toq, 8-3 Wednesday at home, getting
stroog seven-inning, eight-hit pu{m

Friday at Walled Lake.
Sturtz was -for-3 and bad four RBL

Otanf was 2-for-4, Sturtz and Curls Whits
scored two ruas each.
tehing

North, 4-7 overall, :pm the
dutles between starter Pi
Tim McEvllly. And:n hﬂbﬂ m lnalna
hree

and surrendered
umed McEvilly x-vn up Lhm hits o
lnnlnu

Rl
Dﬂmd North &3 Wedna—
d.ly as Norm Cellnske went the distance
for the winners, seatiering elght hits.

P.J. Green had thres hits, threo nins
and two RBL Kelth VanOrd was 2-foi4
with (ireo RDI, and Chris Adams way-2-
{for-3 and scored two rony. Sturts colloct-
ed (hree hits for North and scored m
runs.

CRANBROOK 10, L‘LARB(CE'
VILLE 4; Rob Mesdlah stopped the

jans Friday oa'a foar-hliter, 3
Dloomiield Hills Cranbrook to the Metry

erenco win,
Clarenceville lipped to 34 ovenall 43
Lo the Jeague.
Don Glerman wltuvdthslculw‘l:

mmgmmhluudmm?m

10™uny wers earncd. Jeif Goxlek
pl(ched the final two imings for
Clarenceville, siriking oot (be %ds in
both Lanl

lngs.
ywdghﬂ.\wulbehiluum(m
Clarenceville, beltlag two triples and
drlvlnxinmm&r‘.l}‘whdlhlﬂn
t\'ntr‘pswlhepulzioﬂhamum

routad Hamtramek,

Wednesday, gemn; a completo-ganta
from pitcher Dave Petrie, who acaitered-
foar hits N

‘T Berg had three bits — inclnding
two doubles — and dmu In three rm
for the Trojans.

REDFORD CC 3, COUNTRY DA'(
0‘ R.edlotﬂ Catbolic Central woa the nag-
bekind the cos-hit

PIH-N

Mark Staniforth.

to 108 ova-u], 'hﬂllha
vmau.dm-xmped

Miks Kelley was S-ford -m: ooe H.l!l,
m-lu'l'aml!.l.lebou dnbled.lﬂﬁﬁ
fitth loning. Pay C's

dl.bcrﬂm,lmckln;lnumﬂmnuui-
flee fly. -
CC lost a dcuble-beader to Warren De-
LaSalle Wednesday, 7-3 and 6-3.
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Big leagues next stop for pitcher .

By Larry O'Gonnor
statf writor

He's 50 close he can smell Sparky
Anderson's pipe tobacco,

Only an hour's stretch of I-78
scparates Paul Wenson from De-
trolt, Tiger Stadium and the team ho
followed a3 a d growing up in
Farmington Hills,

He knows it but doesn’t show it.

Otherwise, Wenson would be frett-
ing. In only & couple appearances
thls season for the Toledo Mud Hens,
the normally consistent right-banded
rellef pitcher has been shelled.

fn the first three innings he

pltched, Wenson gave up cight hits,
rned-

four walks and an earn
run averago of 16.22, Tho latter bas
since dropped to arcand 11.

NOT EXACTLY’ stulf that will
land anyone on the corner of Michl-
and Trum

But if there Ia any worry, concern
or outright panle attacks, Wenson is
keepln; them under his Mud Hens

cap.

After a stellar scason with the
Glens Falls, N.Y., Tigers in AA, the
fatest ovents are quite uncharac-
u.-ruuc nl the hard-throwing rellet

‘uu hope (hey atay uncharac-

LR

teristic,” sald Wenson with a slight
lay,
'lg‘:emln, pcrhaps. lies Wenson's ul-
umm !rump
o possesses a nasty slider
und wlcknd cut futb:m. ch rell-
ablo und has good contro!

“But his low-key danwmor is the
best asset for a rellef plicher. Those
quallties have led him to the front
porch of the major leagues.

“A lvt of guys get frustrated out
there,” sald Toledo m-mge.r Jo{m
Wockenfr uss, who played with the
trolt Tigers from 1975 to 1984, ”F.nl
myu on an even keel. Nothing riles

Wockenfuss showld know. Ho's
ball In

Jones to go along with an already

 biting aitder.

Al

Weason was 8-3 with an ERA of
2.04 a3 Glens Falls won the
League's reguler season champlon-
ship.

Pcrups more impressiva than his
won-loss record was his strikeout-
walks ratlo. He struck out 93 whils
walking only $4 io 115 innings
pltehed.

So this season’s slow start doesn’t
have elther Wenson or Wockenfusy
looking for cpen windowa.

“I'm not worried about it,” Wock.
enfuss sald. “It’s probably the o)ld
weather, Nobody's breaking ball
ks cold weather la really that :ood.

Like last sozzon, Weason appears

to be geared for a scason of middlo
mud.nammmdwmwb‘:
Ughts and &ppears
the surest routs to ths major

lteagucs,
Just eak guys like Paul Gibson or
Don Helnkel
“Right now, that's not part of my
" sald Wenson, w}w receivod hls
bachelor's degree (n management
from the University of Michigan last

3

December. “I fust wmwpudxwen
on the AAA level, and furtber down
lhenmmtmlghlboa;ul.hplu:h
In the major leagues.’

Wenson at least gollwmpodur-
ing spring tralning. He pltched in &
couple of B games for the Detrolt
Tigets and pitched one loning of an

- exhibltion gAmo televised back

home.

A GREEN Tigers cap from 5t Pa-
trick’s Day sits in his locker as a sou-
yealr Iruin the experience.

VWith the same attitude that

a rocky start, he's not glddy aboot
being a burdle away from the Tigers.

Wenson's climb in_professional
bascball couldn't have been faster if

Bristol, Va., in the rookie league dur~ .
Ing tho 1988 season alter signing
‘with tha Tigers as a fres agent ot of
UM, Each year, be's graduated lo

. the next lovel of professional base-
ball
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