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HE ncw stop signs at

Mlle, have done the

. "job, say Drake residents

: Michael and Kathy Kelly.

. Inaletter to the clty council,
they repart that “averall speeds
ace down. Drivers just cannot
reach 50-60 mph from a stop.”

Drag racing has ceased. And
passing of school buses and
residents turning left into

- driveways also has stopped.
1t's also safer for school
buses exiting Old Homestead or
Pleasant Valley subdivision
‘from East or West Lyman, the
Kellya report.

BOARD of Zoning
Appeals member Massle
Kurzefa doesn't like the new
artwork opdinance enacted by
the Farmington Hills City
Counch April 24.

The ordInance requires the
Farmington Area Arts
Commission to pass judgment
on any “art object” that
" building ownera propose for
" their front yards.

“An art object s an art
. object.. , . Tdon't find art of
* any kind demeaning,” she totd
; the city councll.

QUOTE of tho week

N 6 This is good rews. This
s great news. Ever since I've
been here, the city has never
had, other than I1-696, a good
east-west corridor. 9

. — Farmington Hills assistant
city manager David Call, react-
ing to news of state funding to
“help kmprove 12 Mile (see story
this page)
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Schools cite higher costs, repair needs

By Caney Hans
staff writer

Increasing financlal pressure
{rom the state and the need to repalr
and renovate bulldlngs have prompt-
ed the Farmington school board to
consider upplng next year's school

propose increasing the
operating budget for the year begin-
ning Jly 1 by $8 mlllion, levying the
maximum allowable millage under

the Headlee Tax Limitation Amend-
ment. The total operating budget
‘would be $85 millfon.

The district Is cyeing a potential
$6.5 mliillon per year liabllity if the
state requlres local districts to pay
for Social Security and retirement
benefits. These are now pald by the
state,

“We need to toke a direct posttion
on golng to the Umit,” depuly super-
intendent Michael Flanzgan told the
school board Tuesday. “What really

incenses me about this . . , is that
we've got a statc that can do this at
the stroke of a pen, It doesn’t requlre
:Ib i'clcreudum It doesn't require any-

The district I3 also hoplag to use
several million dollzts In the coming
year to make a deat in $20 million In
building renovations and repalss still
pending after last fall's defeat of a
bond Lssue proposal. Those opposing
the bond issue suggested that the dis-
trict use operating money Instead of

bondlnx to pay for the impmve-

THE PROPOSED budget calls for
the Farmington district to levy 32.39
mllls, the maximum allowed by law,
1t Is stlll nearly flve mills below the
37.29 mllls approved by voters but
which had to be rolled back under
the Headlee Tax Limltation Amend-
ment.
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12 Mile to become 4-lane boulevard

Project to
cost $6. 1
million

O Haggerty corridor
to be improved, 2A

By Joanno Mallszewskl
staff writor

It's no longer a pipe dream. Th:
heavlly traveled 12 Mile Road umcc
corridor in Farmington Hllls will bo
widened to a four-lane boulevard
with the help of more than $3 million
In state transportation money,

The Michigan Transportation
Commisslon lato lust week informed
ity officials that the 12 Mile widen-
ing project and the Haggerty Road
conncetor will be flnanced with
matching grants. Work is expected
to begln next year.

“This 1s good news. This is great
news,” Farmington Hills assistant
clty manager David Call said. “Ever
since I've been here, the city has
never had, other than I-696, a good

cast-west corridor, And 1-698 never
really served as a good east-west
corrldor because of u:e lack of inter-
changes.”

Business owners along the south

Thig is 2 view of 12 Miie, looking west from the F

Road i

FANDY BORIT/stan phntr.wicm-r

lon. The road will be

with the help of state transportation dollars,

side of the 12 Mile corridor were
equally excited,

“It's kind of a shame it took so
long. Thank God It flnally hap-
pencd,” sald Peter Burton of the Ar-
boretum Offlce Park, on 12 Mlle east
of Drake. “We're quite happy It's fi-
ru:l!y comlng to fgmnn."

“It wilt buffer the residents (on the
norih side) from the offices on the
south side. It will make life for the
residents easier,” he sald,

THE CITY will recelve a $3.2 mil-
\lton malchlng grant from the new

E Fund for the first of

plan.

Tax rollback may not
mean a lower tax bill

[ Hills sends tax
message to Lansing, 8A

By Joanno Maliszewsk!
slatf writor .

Lhances are many Farmington
Hllls residential property owners
won't benefit from a 6.1-percent city
tax rate rollback in 1989 designed w
ol!set increased property tax assess-

“Hs!denu are golng to bear the
brunt of increascs Lhis year in real
dollars,” councilman Paul Sowerby
sajd at a study sesslon on the pro-
ﬁcd 1889-80 operating budget Mon-

Y. .

Clty administrators are proj
a sza 2 miltlon budget — a 9.1
cent Increase over 1988-89 — xup~
ported by a tax rate of 3.8 mllls.

As promised, city administrators -

volled back the clty’s tax rate from

9.4 mills this ycar to 8.8 mills in 1889
to offsct an average G.z-pemnl
property tax assessment increase, A
Truth-in-Taxatlon publle hearing is
not required because the city will
not recelve tho additional revenue
generated from increased property
assessments.

Thot means that city officinls
rolled back the rate to the level
where those property owners who
recelved the average assessment in-

crease won't pay more in city taxes
in 1989-50,

In other words, the city Is uslng
only the Increase In state eqt
value on hew construction rather
than uﬂng revenue generated from

property tax
The clty’s SEV on pew construction
is $104 milllon. The city’s total SEV
increased from $1.77 biltlon In 1988-
89 to $1.99 billfon In 1930-90.

BUT NEWS that the roltback that
councl) members had asked for
wouldn't necessarily help resldential
proj awners, faced with an aver-
age property asscssment of 9.4 per-

« cent, dida't st well.

Pleass tumn to Page 8

four planned construction phases
along 12 Mile in Farmington Hills
and Novi.

How the clty will pay ity share of
the $6.1-million first phase uﬂ
about

dtoa f

Commisslon's lovolvement in the
project.

The state also approved $11.5 mil-
Lion in economic development fund
financing for work In 1890 op the
proposed $73-milllon Haggerty Road

pen
right-of-way acquisition along 12
Mile and the Oakland County Road

Ploasa turn to Page 2

Setback
OK’d for

By Casay Hans
staff writer

A setback variance was granted
by the Farmington Hilla board of
zoning appeals Tucsday, puttlng
plans for a bew west-side elemen-
tary school back hedull

change
school

for the project. Blds are expected

to be awarded in early Jute! Tho

dlstrict 1s alming for a fall 1990
date.

o
“They (the architects) think If we
undamu.maybewpcxnmnnp
ded axsist-

'nul sure helps us out a lot,”

n school board pres-

Ident Jack Cotton, upon hearing of
the approval.

‘The district will now step up
plannlng activity surrounding the
$72.3 miillon school, holding a spo-
clal meeting May sito open bids at
the recommendation of Grelner
Inc. of Grand Rapids, architects

thc time we've lost,” ad
.Lynn Notter,
who attended Tuesday’s zoning
board meeting on behalf of the
school district. The district Is at
least {wa-weeks behind on an al-
md,yu;blichcdnla,omdnhmt:.d
Site'plan approval was gran!
by ¢ l;% Farmington Hills Planning
Cornmhslon, contingent on Tues-

Ploaso turn to Page 4

Serial rape suspect to undergo psychlatrlc exams

By Joanns Maliszewski
staff writor

‘The former West Bloomfield resl-
dent accused of being Oakland Coun-
ty's urinl raplst will be evaluated by

wrong? And If so, can ho control his
behavior?”

Szeman awaits trial on 49 couats
of rape, robbedy and burglary {n-
volving 10 victims, ages 12-81, in
Farmington Hills, West Bloomfield,

would later determine the need for

an Independent psychlatrist, But

Szeman's court-appointed attorney
asked for both evaluations simulta-
neously.

COUNTY  assistant
John Slevin had no objec-

an at a
state psychlatrie cealer to deter
mino bls eriminal responaiblilty.
Oakland County Cirenlt Judge
Robert Templin Wednesday ordered
Steven A. Szeman Jr., 25, of
Rlver, Qhlo, to be cvaluated at the
Center for Forensle Psychlatry In
Ypsilantl as well a9 by Dr. 8ol For-
man of Southfield.

“I belleve he l3 competent. But
i'm not so suro about criminat re-
lpomlhlllly." sald Szeman's court-

attorney, L
lélumy of Blngham Farms, “The is-
sua s, does he know right lmn}

Towmhip
and Independence Townshlp In late
1987 and spring .1988. In Apri), he
walved hls right.to preliminary ex-
ams Ia threo district courts,

Pale, handcuffed and dressed In
navy blus prison garb, Szeman
oppeared in a falrly empty court-
room Wednesday. Kalueny wasn't
golog to have Szeman brought over

- from the Oakland County Jall, where

he is belng held in Uea of a ‘7 0 mil-
llon cash dond, Byt Templin
tbat S8zeman atiend the mounnt
tially, Ternplin ordered Szeman
to bo evaluated only at the state fo
rensie center. The judge sald he

asked '

tiony to’ the {ndependent psye c
evaluation. But ho asked mﬂn [7]
make Sceman aware of the delays
the evaluations will cause. “It woa't
be counted agelnat the time allowed
for (n lpwdy) trial” Slevin sald.
asked Kalumy U bo

Lhougm l psychutrlc ovaluation In
Ohlo, whers Szeman pleaded guilty
Jan. 4 to raping a suburban Cleve-
land woman In November and
recelved o 88 wuo-yw prison
term, was sufficlen

“I don't think lhcy went Into as
great a detall as thoy should have,”
Kalurmny responded.

Steven A. Gzemsn

Ralumy also is asking for medical
records from Szeman’s physicion ln
Ohlo, particularly regarding a head
injury and subsequent treatment af--
ter Szeman's car left a West Virginia
mountatn road io 1984,

Raluzny sald bo is considering a
request faf Szeman to undergo qu-

ton i the University of Michigan,

" oto of theee {o four centers (a tha

conn! ulpped todo the test, ' -

“l:’nﬁwmummubmm
request it,” Kulumy

WHILE SZEMAN s decrgclna
évaluatioas, Slovin will azk Templin
next Wedpesday to schedule an evi-
dentlary he:.dnxr to determirfe the
acid (DNA) evidencs gathered from
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