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Buck Pets shun metal labei

By Larry O'Connor
ntall wrltor

Necdless to say, The Buck Pets’
music wouldn't inake it through any
alrport metal detectors,

There must be a lot of deaf cattle
roaming around Texas. Dallas
foursome's music Is loud.

Some would call it metal; Some
could call it avant-garde. The Buck
Pets don't care. Just call them when
its show time.

“Nothing really inspired us,” said
Andy Thompson, lead singer of the
band that wlil perform tonight at
The Blind Pig in Ann Arbor. “We
started playing in a bedroom and §t
Just developed from there,

“As far as the metal thing goes,
we really hate being tagged with
that, We don't even llke any metal
bands.”

If anything, the Buck Pets are at
the forefront of a growing trend.
Metal, er, hard rock sounding bands
are suddenly creeping up on cotlege
radlo.

Thanks to the recent success of
bands such as Jaunc's Addictlon, and
cven, to an extent, Guns N' Reses,
record labels are dressing up metal
and marketing it as alternative mu-
sle.

ANOTHER FEATURE that
makes the Buck Pets a bt strange on
the range is the record label they're
on, Island Records, mostly known
for U2 and Bob Marley, has the Dal-
1as foursome on Its roster.

e Buck Pcts were on an Island
compilatlon album of Texas bands,
When other groups submitted sub-
par demo tapes, Lhe label’s A&R per-
son weat with the nolsler Buck Pets,

The group (s one of the few from
Dallas on the college circult. The
Buck Pets formed In 1985 when high
school chums Tony Alba, Chris Sav-
age and ‘Thompson began rehearsing
In a spare basement ln Alba’s house.

Aside from a few glgs In Dallas,
(ke Buck Pets ventured out of the
prarie and to the West Coast, Canada

The music of The Buck Pets started when they
played in a bedroom and hana developed Into a

and New York.

“The Dallas scene pever really
helped us,”" Thompson sald. “The
press and the local magazines would
never write anything about us. If
they did, it was 2 little blurb, We
sald, (the heck with) this and took it
on the road,

“¥e would drive all the way to
New York and play one show for
$100. We'd end up having to hit up
our parents for money. We still owe
them thousands of doilars from past
tours."

After catching the band's act, Is-
land Records was willing to foot the
band’s bills. Ian Beach jolned as
bass player and the Buck Pets were
unteashed.

Ron St. Germaln (whose credits in-
clude Mick Jagger, Whitney Houston
and Bad Brains) wrent into Compu:
Point Studios in the Bahamas
record. Thelr debut LP, “The Buck
Pets,” fcatures the mah-ud—mb
guitar playing of Savage along with
vocal utterings of Thompson. Some
of the numbers actuslly have a&
thythmie quality to them.

IN THE aftermath, the Buck Pets
toured with Jane's Addlctlon and
have garnered their share of alrplay
on college radlo. Thompson hapes
this latest tour will give the band a
much-needed shot of nolorjety.

“I'm getting tired of staylng two
to a room,” he said,

growing trend — hard rock bands that are
finding popularity on college radlo.

So far, audlences have been quite
taken aback by (he messive sound
the Buck Peta possess,

“I think a ot of people don't know
what to expect Thompson sald.
“People will come up to us after a
show and say, ‘Wow, I've pever
bwd that before.’ Or we get stupld

to Black

Meualum and we say, Huh?*

“We never considered ourselves
an underground, avant-garde metal
band. It’s just rock'n'roll.”

The Buck Pets perform at 10
p.m. Monday, May B, at the Blind
Pig, 208 S. First St., Ann Arbor.
Tickets are $7.50 in advance. For
information, call P96-8555.

Detroit’s rockers ‘rock’ for MD

By Debble L. Skiar
spocial wrlter

Five indlviduals from some of De-
troit’s more well-known bands gath-
ered at Ambience Recording Studlo's
recently to cut a 45, “Music for MD,”
to benefit the Muscular Dystrophy
Assoclation.

“The ldea stemmed about three

ago,” seld Scot! Forbez, &
nalluml accounts manager for Hu-
bert Distributors in Pontlac. The

pany s
which is the sponsor of the project.

Forbes along with Jim Caleca, a
sales manager for Tom Ryan Dls-
teibutors of Flint (another
Budwelser distributor), decided to
comblne their Interests and back-
grounds in music in hopes of ralslog
funds for MDA.

“We thought we could get some lo-
cal talent together and really do this
thing with perfev:ﬂon," Caleca sald.
“Kind of a “3/c Are the World' type

of thing,
"Obvinusly, this iso't oo the Mi-
chacl Jackson/Bruce

BILL MANSEN

“Johnny Bee” Padanjek signs & drum head, with help from

Scott Forbes, a Budwelser distributor, for

“I'm pretty excited about this,"
Badanjek sad. “The song I wrote {or
this is ope that could be about a lot
of things. It has a lot of meanings,
and the listener can read into it Ina
lot of dmemnt waya"

At 16, Badanjek was drummer for
Mitch Ryder and The Detroit
Wheels. With the Wheels, he
hammered out one of the throe
greatest drum breaks in the
of rock {on “Devil With a Bloe

Dress.”), according to Rolllng Stone
magazine.

After the group disbanded in 1987,
he toured and recorded with Edgar
Winter, Alice Cooper and Dr, John

But Badanjek’s prominent position
in hard rock clrcles was not won
with sticks alone. In 1972, be co-
founded The Rockets &s a showcase
for his songwriting skills.

He served in a dual role as a

poster child Ryan Young at the Ambience Recording Studio In

Orchard Lake.
The five involved in the

Tevel, but we do feel there is an aw-
ful 1ot of talent in the Detrelt metro
area that we could solicit. We be-
lleve it Is a rare opportunity to pro-
duce something really special.”

REVIEWS

project are Johnny (Johony *Bec”)
Badanjek and Mark Gougeon, who
are with Miteh Ryder's band; Jim
McCarty, a guitarist; Tommy Cort,
keyboard player with Mitch Ryder;

and Ron Panghetn, a drummer and
member of Was (Not Was).
McCARTY PLAYED guitar on all
Ryder’s hits and performed wllh the
late Jim} Hendri; is the

lead vocalist until 1976
wheu they vpled for a bluesier valce.

His songs launched the group into
national promlinence, most notably
with “Can’t Sleep,” *“Turn Up the Ra-
dlo,” and “Takia' It Back.”

Todny. Bnhn)eka camposluuns

x.
spokesman for Lhe project.

nnd street- vlsc.

IN CONCERT

@ BUCK PETS

Buck Peta will perform at 10 pm.
Mooday, May 8, at the Blind Pig, 208 8.
Firat, Ano Arbor, Ticketa are $7.50. For
Enformaticn, call $96-8555.

© PANDORAS
lndcnl

v u.mm,,

@ INFECY
ln!ect wlli perform aloag wilh .p.:n
. o0 Wedoesday, May. 10,
lL Blmd]ﬂ‘l. 21139 W. Seven Mile, e, De-
troft. For information, call 5358103, -

@ MAP OF THE WORLD

Map of the World will perform oo
‘Wednesday, H‘y 10, at Tke Bllnd Pig,
208 5. First, A Arbed. For toformation,
cal] 996-8555.

@ RHONE

Rbane and the Freedom Band will per-
form oo Thursday, Aay 11, at The Bliod
Pig, 200 S. First, Ann Arbor. For infor-
matlon, call $96-8555.

© PRECIOUS METAL
Preclous

guests,
rilla, oo Thursday, May 11, at Blondic’s,
21139 W. Seven Mlle, Detroit. Far infor-
mation, call 335-8103.

L

The Moormen will perform on Friday,
May 12, at the Humtramck Pub, 2048
Canitf, off 1-75. For Information, call 873
8335,

® WORLD GTATES
‘World States will perform with special
Ant!-Fashioa, e Friday, ll.l, 12,
at Jamesoa's, 1812 N. Maln, qul
For Information, call $47-0470.

1ODINE RAMICOATS

lodine Ralncoats will perform oo Fri-
d-y.u-yu.n‘mm.namm&
First, Amn Arbor. Por Lafoemation, call

9988355,

® CRANGE ROUGHIES
e Roughles will perfortn co

day, Mly 12, at Lili’s 21, 2030 Jacob, off .

Joa. Campan, Hamtramck. For informa.
um,uuﬂb-dssi

sHyY :

The Shy will perform on Friday, May:
12, at Griffs Geill, 49 N. Saginaw St,
Postiac. For information, call 334-9292.

© COWDOY JUNKIES

Cowboy Junkies will perform at 8 pan. -
Saturday, M:y 20, at the Power Ceater, [
Fletcher urog, Ann Arbor. Tickets - -
are §16.50 nnd su 50. For ln!onmﬂm.
call $9-MUSIC.

e ABH CAN VANGOQH
VanGogh will perform on Sat.
unxay, M.y 13, ot Jameson's, 1812 N.
n, Royal 0Oak. For tnformation, call
5(7-6.70

© VICTIMA OF CIRCUMBTANCE -

Victlms of Circumstance will perform .
oa Saturday, May 13, at the Hamtramck
Pub, 2048 Caniff, off 1-75, For lnoforma-
tion, calt 875-6555.

e
° -
Chevelles will perform ca Satads
uy, May 1, at Lill's 21, 2930 Jacob, offt
pav, ormn-
um,nnnusss

@ SCOTT MORGAN
Scott orm on Satur-

Morgan will perf
day, May 13, at The Blind Pig, 204 5.’
First, Ann Arbor. For information, call
2068555,

@ BLUE ROOM

Blue Room will perferm on sunrd:y.
May 13, at Grilf's Grill, 49 N. Saginaw,
Pontiac. For Information, call 334-9292.

© THROWING MUSES
‘Torow]

LOCAL

The Cowboy -
Junkies will be -
at the at the *
Power Center -t
May 20, .

COUNTRY °

Here are the top 10 songs oa *Detrait
M\nk: Beene,"which la heard 45 pro
on WDTR-FM 903 (repeated
s SM!Op.m.Tnsd-!yL X
1 ~Opu:Upmmud."|mm
“Deadiioe,” Figere L
3 WL“E‘M
" Carwza.
S.“Dﬂmltww'll"lu."dvllhu.
Blind,” Hyper Fosmance.
7 'mh!l." Boys,
8. “Sllence Calling” Jegglers sod
Thicves,
9. “Just Living.” The Blauks.
10, “Deal Mo In,” Jokany Allen and The
Appeal.

ﬂmmlbewplowwmwwm
1 Detrolt.

1. "I'm No Stranger (o the Rain,” Kelth
WNM

2. “IaltSelt Overf." Raxdy Trari.
3“1 I'Had You,” Alabama.
Ay ol o Taomght” B Ms?
b.mmtmwﬂ“Nmﬂdk“

D}nlhﬂ. 4

“Young Love, w
7."163&? WYuhn.

#.°Don't Toss Us Away.™ Pntﬂmkn
10. “Wh: You Gorna Blzme It &z 'mx,
L) .

DOOLITTLE ‘
— The Pixies

So here are The Pixies, the Bos-
ton-based best new thing in music.
At Jeast that’s what everyone has
been saylng of Inte.

From the basls of "Doolittle”
{Elcktra), we can’t understand what
all the fuss is about.

Sure, this group hes the modern
post-punk sound of scraplng gultars,
creeplng lnes and pear-coma-
tose vocals. But when is now musle
po longer new?

‘The Pixies don't seem to bo break-
ing ground that basn't already been
covered by The Fell or Sonlc Youth
for that ma

Perhaps um ‘wholo post-modernis-
e distortion bas become a cliche.
Nonetheless, The Pixies carry on
with the musle press uwnm; all
over them.

Simplicity Jx_the essence bere.

Blsck Francis works hia guitar liko a
snake charmer, trylng to lure the s~
tener out gradually and then golng
into a frenzy. Sornetimes it flows, as
in the number, "Fame.”

Otherwise the altum moves along
{n somewhat disjointed fashion, The
songwriting here is less than ston-

ning. Sample this line from “Mr.
Grieves: “You can cry, you can

mope/but you can swing from a
good ropeloh I believe in Mr.
Grieves.”

Or offered for your djuppmva] is
this ilne Irom “Monkey Gome to
Heaven,” a sort of environmental
rap: “The creature In the
sucked In & hole/now Lhere’s 8 hole
in the sky and the ground's pot cold/
and if the ground's not cold every
thing is going to burn.”

While a group like ‘fhe Fall un
caplure the imagination, Tha Pixies
are a furey plciure. This album cer~
talnly does cnbance that with a
rather unfocused album.

— Larry O’'Connor

sky got.

THE MOTOWN
SONGBOOK

— Ruby Turner

Old show business adage: If you
need o hit record, dip Into the Mo-
town catalog.

‘Turper, an R&B singer from Blr-
mingham — the one in England,
is — dots just lhzlmh:rm:ond
RCA/Jive release.

Her cholces are solid, if not sur~
prising, as she givs a neo-disco
treatment to chestnuts as
“Nowhere to l'hu:," “Just My Imagi-

'‘Goo  Baby, Baby,”

“Turner’s an adequats nlnger. i not
ite & match for Diana Ross, Mar
&- Reeves or even such minor Mo-
town princesses as Kim Weston and
Brenda Holloway,
The songs are catchy and dance-
able, but then 80 wers the originals.

What zaves this album from im-
medlate dismissa), ly tho presence of
many original Motown stars {n sup-
portlnz roles. The Four Tops, Temp-

ons, Jimmy (“What Becomes o!
um l]roke,n Hearted”) Ruffin and

v

saxman Junlor Walker help out bere
and there.

‘The overall effect i3 mixed. It's
good to bear classic Motown stars
update thelr hits for today's audleac-

3. But It’s like watching Chaek Long
qQ ck. the Licna with Bobby
Layne oo the slde{lnes. You wish the
old champ would step in and take
over from the young ups|

‘This isn't the last we’ll hear of the
Motown/UK on. A team of
Brils was recently in Detrolt record-
Ing some of the hbel's former artlsts
for anu,

In any cvent, "‘l an Interesting
cultural nots. While America was
digging the Beatles and other 1960s
mop tnpswhowubcd tp on these
shores, rdy and bis treops
staged a wunl:r-l.nvulun of thelt
own. The results, on either eide, aro
lasting,

— Wayne Peal

THE EIGHT
LEGGED
GROOVE
MACHINE
— The Wonder
Stuff

they have a release in the United
Stales with this album on Pelydoer
Records.

With this.cvidence, (helr reputa-
tion {2 well-deserved.
1 you were looking for frames of

popserabilitica of That Petral Bmo-
iz and tho Boxeocks.
As wenld only be expocted miter
woting these bards, musleally, they
xu'\. loud and brash. Thelr twln, 23~
greziva galtara are ably nceorrn:-
nicd by the ccratchy, frontic voealy
of Rtites unt and Male ‘froece, The
main veeal is nesal eaough to kave
you belleving that e singer 2
langhtng thase Iyrics at you, which
may rot be far from the truth o3
st of the scoza display tho band's
subtlo xensp of Lumnor.
Itness thess soag tittes: “No, for
ke 13th Time," “It’s Yer Mooy Fin

1

After, Baby™ und “Givo, Glve, Give

. Me More, Mote, Mora.*

Alf of which passess some {yrisal=2
gems, such as “T'd like my frimdsto 2 -
be rich and 'l never do a ztitch.” Or. «
this coe, “Ferget your hoart, 140
youar bank I want t3 rrc.:kll‘m fnzs
love with myzelf and robady elsa ™ -;
Seositive stuff, ¢? S
This album &izo ecotaing 14 :a".:;!. .
which thess dayw is ¢leeent o3 things
co. Appavenily, tha cowpect e:..c 3
£nd carmalie contaln exins trocks fa §
the cngoing attenzd by rocurd cone .
panies Lo kil coleatizata wax, 3
Tha Wesder Stufi may ool 2ave
rock'n'rall, Dt ut least Lr-w’.l‘ d.i.riy .
(ho aftwavor wilh n laugd for
owhtle.




