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He earns his hame the hard way

By Bob Sadler
special wrller

A case could be made that “Down-
town™ Teny Brown i3 the hardest
working comlc in Detrolt today.
There's no doubt that he's logged o
Jot of miles since 1933 to get where
he ts today.

That's how he got hls nickname:

“When I started at Bea's Comedy
Kitchen (where he s the house em-
cee and opening act), there was a lot
of bad talk about the place among
comedlans,” Brown sald. “The place
was pretty cmpty, 80 I welcomed the
challenge of maklng it a viable com-
edy club.

"] did a lot of leg work. 1 used to
walk the streets with

Brown would wnlk all over down-
town downtown Detroit, starting at 4
p.m. His route would start at Bea's
and take in Hart Plaza, Woodward
Avenue all the way to the Fox The-
ater and Greektown.

“On ke days we had shows, I'd

‘On the days we had shows, I'd beg
people to come and see the show . . .
literally. 1 would do this until quarter to
nine, then take off running to Bea’s to
start the show at nine.”

— ‘Downtown’ Tony Brown

beg peaple to come and see the show
+ » o literally,” Brown safd. “I would
do Lhis untll quarter {o nine, then
take off runakng to Bea's to start the

Detroit comic lumlnary Mlke
Blnder, now living in Los Angeles,
noticed how much “leg work" Brown
was doing and dubbed him “Down-
town” Tony Brown.

Now, all the work has pald off for

Brown — and for Bea's Comedy
Kitchen. Bea Evans and her nephew

.COMEDY CLUBS

Steve own znd run the place. But
Brown's combination of salesman-
shlp, comedic talent aod outright
stamina has helped put the down-
town club on the map.

“WHEN 1 first started there, we
only scated 125 at the most, and It
was only $3 to get in,” Broen gaid. “1
used to guarantce Steve that some
day the show would be 50 good they
could charge §10. Now, it costs $10."

Brown also prophetic about seat-

Here are some listings of come-
dy clubs in our area, To let us
know who is appearing at your
club, send the {nformation fc:
Comedy Listings, Observer & Ec-
centric Newspapers, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150.

® BEA'S COMEDY

Lawell Sanders, Joyee Nadar and
Downtown Tony Brows will perform
Friday-Saturday, May 12-13, at
Bea's Comedy Kitchen, 541 Larned,
Detroit. Showtimes are 8:30 p.m. and
11 pm. There also is a new comedy
show at 9:30 pm. T

995-8888.

® HOLLY HOTEL
Peter Berman, with Steve

© MISSKITTY'S

Randy Montgomery will perform
Thursday-Saturday, May 11-13, at
Miss Kitty's Comedy Club, Long

and Michael

will perform Thuraday-Saturday,
May 11-13, in the 1891 Room Come-
dy Club of the Holly Hotel, 110 Bat-
tle Alley, Holly, Sowtimes are 8:30
p.m. Thursday and 8:30 and 10:30
p.m, Friday and Saturday. Fer Infor-
mation, call 634-5208.

® JOEY'S
Michael Rapport will perf
May 10-19, at

formatlen, call 961-2581.

® CHAPLIN'S EAST

John Ferrentino will appear
Wednesday-Saturday, May 10-13, at
Chaplin's East, 34244
Fraser, Showtimes are 8;30 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday and 8:30
p.m. and 10:30 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday. For Information, call 792-
1802,

® CHAPLIN'S WEST
$t  Be

rt Challls, with BIl} Laff and
Mark Moffett, will appear Tuesdny-
Saturday, May $-13, at Chaplin's
West, 16990 Telegraph.Road, south
of Six Mile, Detroit. For informa-
tion, call 533-88686.

® COMEDY SPORTZ

Comedy Sportz at the Heldelburg
wlll have Improvisational comedy at
8:30 pm. and 11 pm. Friday and
Saturday. The club L1 8t 215 N, Maln,
Ann Arbor. Showtimes are8:30 p.m.
and 11 p.m. For reservations, call

Joey's Comedy Club, 38071 Plym-
outh Road, west of Wayne Road,
Livonia, Showtimes are 8 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday and 8 p.m.

ursday
inlormatlou, call 261-0555.

@ LOONEY BIN

Tim Rllly will perform Friday-
Saturday, May 12-13, at The Looaey,
The Wolverine Lounge, 1855 Glen-
gary, Walled Lake, For information,
call 689-5374.

° MAINSTHEET

i1l perform at 8:30
md 11 pm. Frlday-snmy, May
12-13, And at 8 pm. Syaday, May 14,
at Malnstreet Comedy Showcase,
314 E. Liberty, between Division and
Fifth, Ann Arbor, Tickets are $10.
Tuesday, May 9, will be open mike
night, with a Comedy Jam at 8:30
p.m. Wednesday-Thursday, May 10-
11. Tickets are §3 and $8 respective.
1y. For Information, call 996-9080.

At Town Center
1500 Town Center
Southlleld

(313) 827-4000

®

Vel friday Saturday 200 Sunday Dights based on avarlabilily Mention
Overnight Sensation when making your feservation A limited number of
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+ FOR RESERVATIONS, CALL 800-333-3333

From the Cotlection of Over 200 Radisson Hotels and Afliliates Worldwide

Branch 595 N, Llpecx
Road, Oxford. Showtimes are 8 p.m.
Thursday; 8 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. Fri-
day and Saturday, For information,
call 628-6500.

© RIDLEY'S COMEDY
CASTLE

Kevin Pollack will appear Tues-
day-Saturday, May 9-13, at Mark
Ridley's Comedy Castle, 2593 Wood-
ward, Berkley. Showtimes are 8:30
pm. Tuaday through Thursday and
8:30 p.m. and 11 p.m. Friday and
Saturday, For reservations, ull 542-
9900.

ing. He told Steve they would proba-
bly have to knock a wall down o ac-
commoxdate the crowd.

“Steve thought I was hilagions,”
Brown said. “We seat 300 and we
knocked the wall down.”

Brown doew’t pull punches. He's
proud of what he's accomplished and
wants Detroit to know it.

“I think I've done more work than
Steve and Bea put together,” he gald.

“They know iU's true, To tell you the
truth, 1 should own the club. I've
pald my dues.” (Brown doesn't owvn
the club but does bave a small share
of it)

Brown, a natlve of Highland Park,
still makes his home there. He ralses
his two sons, ages .14 and 12, and
says he's able to feed them everyday
and clothe them properly wilh the
money be makes from comedy.

A 1973 Highland Park High School
graduate, Brown weat on to get a de-
gree in accountlng at Uni-
versity = but dida’t use It

“I never had an accounting job,’
he sald. “Comedy 1s my calling.”

Brown turned to comedy in 1833
and credits Mark Ridley with giving
blm his first opportunity to get up on
stage. It wasn't long after that be be-
gan his leog relationship with Bea's.

He also was a frequent opealog
act at the now defunct Premiere,
Center ln Sterling Heights, warming
up crowds for the Hkes of Lou Rawls
and Paul Anka,

IN THE next month, Brown will
take his act on the road, playing a
few clubs In Florida, Some
In other markets is just another step
toward Brown's ultimate goal —
super stardom.

“I {ect In my heart that one day
I'm going to be a superstar comedi-
an," Brown sald. “It may not happen
tomorrow; It may take 100 years,
But if the Lord keeps me living and
breathing, 'm golng to see that day
come.
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Mother’s Day
Brunch
.Sunday, May 14
11:00 am - 3:00 pm

Adults $13.95
Seniors $10.50
Children 6-12 $6.95
Under 6 - FREE

A speﬁal gift for all

Receive a fresh flower
delivered to your table

- Reservations Suggested -

Clarion Hotel
d £ Evecutive Suifes S

W  Farmington Hills
12 Mile and Orchard Lk. Rd.

553-0000

>
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Spectacular Mother’s Day Buffer
at the elegant Radisson Plaza with long-stemmed
roses. and live music for Your entertainment.

Menu

Fresh Vegetable Crudites, Fresh Feuit Display
Scrambled Eggs with Three Cheeses, Bacon. Sausage
Strawberty Roll-Ups with Syrup
Cheese Blintzes with Raspberry Sauce
Baked Chicken with Boursln Cheese Sauce
Chel-Carved Rounds af Beef. Ham
Paked Scrod with Shrimp Sauce and fulienne Vegetables
Herb and Fontina Cheese Castard Potatoes

Vegetable Medley — Arcay of Assorted Salads .
Tossed Salads with Dressings. Torteliind with Feta Cheese
- Sweet and Sour Cabbage, Oriental Vegetables
Cucumber, Tomate and Vegetable Vinaigrette
Assorted Pates and Galantines .

Lox. Cream Cheese and Condiments, Assorted Breads
Fantasy of Fresh Homemade Desserts
Rescrvatioas &cepted trom 10:3¢a.m. 10 230 pm.

51695 tor adults: $7.95 for children under i0 years nf age,
Free sheltered parking for guests.

For Reservations Call: 827-4000 ext. 6400

Radisson Plaza Hotel

At Town Center -
" 1500 Town Ceatee » Southtield, Mlchlgan 45075
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Hard work is nothing new to “Downtown’ Tony Brown, who
earned his moniker promoting Boa's Comedy Kitchen.

“Pm golng to work and work and
work to get it.”
AL Iust it's a lifestyle he's famil-

Doumwwn" Tony Brown ap-

pears’ weekly at Bea's Comedy
Kitchen, 541-E. Larned, one block
north of the Renaissance Center,
Detroit. For information, call 961-

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT, -

dinperbsservedin

Thanks, M@mo

Family tradltions grow from shared ex| Bappily repes!
Mother's Dayat the Kingstey. Samptaois buffet terved 9:302.m. to 1:35
p.m.inthe Grand B.lllmoru Allull.l.SlS $5; d:dem.S'l Al‘let 12:50,

Caltfor

reservations.
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Kingsle Tnn

W& Woodward af Long Lake Road « Bloomfleld Hills = (313) 6420100 3%

This number could save
your life.
1-800-4-CANCER

The Cancer Information Service. 1

DAY CELEBRATION :
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Y wervics will be speclaBy priced Rv e
| Mather's Doy wockoad {7308

Moroxs Day Baunai May u .
Our-worldclass chels will individeally.  Z-
prepare youy entree from special :
selections including Fygs Bonediat,
Steak nnd Lobster Stirfry. Chargrited
Nonwegian Salmon end ocher delicacics.
All ertrees will bz comglinented by owr
d.[@:"'ruu mppetizrs end dessert tadles.
Elepantly mwmmm frotn 10:00 atm.
i 4:00 gacti, Cluilnbe's poa:
[!rsrr»mk:n tupped, & qusf"'
Loten witl bs ghenwesch .
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