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Flghtmg junk mail

An Illinois man recently began fighting
back on Intrusive telephone advertising into
homes. Bob Bulmash started a business
called Private Citizen Inc., (PO Box 283,
Naperville, I1l, 60568) to help people stop
being hounded by telemarketers. Bravo!

Reading about Bulmash inspired me to
follow through on a threat I've been making
for a long time: To fight back on junk mail
with a “Less is Better” campaign, I'm tired
of being inundated with coupons I don't
want, cards that fall out of magazines {onto
the fioor 100 percent of the time), -fliers
from stores I never shop and advertising In-
serts that accompany almost every bill —
especially with those noxlous perfumes.

I'm weary of advertlsers “erying wolf”
— golng to any length to get my attention. I
recently received an expensive envelope
{closely resembling & major carrier’s) say-
ing, “Express Overnight — Extremely Ur-
gent,"” etc. Inslde — sure enough — a Bulck
dealer would give me the car of my cholce,
if. . .1 wasnot Impressed.

‘Throwing out junk mail without opening
it Is risky. Many checks have been lost that
way. Once I almost pitched an unopened
Mailgram, which experience had taught me
to conslder junk. In fact, it was an urgent
message from my nlece, a linguist on the
Island of New Gulnea.

Not only does junk mall infringe vpon our
time and energy, it also increases environ-
mental waste dlsposal problems. (Besides
that, I'm tired of taking out 80 much trash).
Although a few people seem to enjoy recely-
ing unsollcited coupons and cumog1. most
don't. 1'm wondering about you?

Are you Irked by an overwhelming influx
of unwanted paper? If so, })which particu-
lar items bother you most, 2} which items
do you enjoy receiving, and 3) what con-
structlve [deas do you have for solving the
problem?

There s 2n address in New York to pro-
portedly get names removed from some
malllng lists, but I've been told it helped
only for awtile, ere more than one
place to write? Have you tried daing this?
Has it worked? If =0, for how long? How can
Junk mail be fought at the Jocal level? Do
any particular advertisers bother you mwst.

It you are tired of advertlsing overklll,
joln the “Less is Better” campalgn. Send
your replies to: Less is Better, In care of

T [31:13
mm\lngham 48010. If the response is great
enough, I wlll send your message to the ad-
verilsing [ndustry. The results will be pub-
lished in a future column.

condo
queries

Robert M.
Melsner

Q. When my wife and I were dlvorced,
my name was gn the mortgage of the mari-
tal bome whick has now been quit claimed
to her, Unfortunately, ¥ continoe to get
credlt statements showing that I am also a
mortgagor on the house that Is undermining
my abllity to borrow since it is reflected in
part by the balance owling on the mortgage
which my ex-wife ks now obligated to pay In
accordance with the divorce decree. What
can Ido with respect to thls matter?

A. Write tho mortgage company and telt
them that you wish to be removed as a co-
signer, 50 (o speak, Irom the mortgage. De-
pending upon tho amount of equity In the
property, as well as your ex-wife's ability to
pay the mortgoge company, the martgage
company should be in a positlon to let you
off the hook, If they refuse to do 30, sce a
lawyer who may be able to assist you in
obtatning some addltional rellef.

Also, make sure, if it 1a not already done,
that your ex-wifo will glve you an [ndemnl-
fleation and hold you harmless from any Ll-
abltity in connection with her fallure to pay
the mortgage paymenta. That ahould have
been done, presumably, before the divorce
Judgement was entered.

Q: I am thinking aboat buying n “site”™
condominium, but 1 am concerned about the
architectural controls thet may not be en-
forced agaiaxt the unita by the developer.
Do you have any comments?

A: Site condos are becomlng more popu-
lar becausa jt gives a developer an opportu-
nity to circumvent the Subdlvislon Control

A Japaneso guydnn helps create a serenc fealing on the once too-hot patio.

Brother-sister design
team stress importance
of tying 2 areas together

Once the
basic plan is
in place, the
accessorizing
begins. The
duo’s close
working
relationship
helps the
client to puta
lof of .
themselves
into the
design. Thicy
take
“ownership”
ofit, so to
spesk.

Statff photos
by
Steve Cantrell

By Backy Eminger
opoclal writer

UT IN Bloom!leld Hlils is a
graceful condominium
tucked In a park-like set-
ting. As you approach and

explore it, it strikes a chord of seren-
Ity as beautiful as a slmply melody.

Wouldn't it be nice to have an cn-
vironment that blends so naturzlly
with lts surroundings, the interlor
and exterlor seem to be one? Have
you ever wished to create a place

. that reflects ycu as closely as notm

ln a hop;

F:{:l;n o}; us, it would ba an un-
flnished symphony.

ENTER THE lemtny of Karto
Gaogne and Patrick Sellenraad. Thly
talented sister-brather duet speclal-
izes in helping ereate an environ-
ment thot flaws between the Interlor
and the exterior,

Gagne is presideat of the design
firm of Gagne and Gagne Interlors
of ’l‘roy }{er bm'lgzlr i3 pmment o{

I eln

8
Nursery o{ Blrch
She does the mlde, he designs the
outslde, Together they help the cllent
create an environment to fit hla/her

specific needs. The exterlor design®

repeats and emphasizes the themes
and lines of the interlor, extending
the tone of the home.

Gagre and Sellenraad are mem-
bers of an artistic family from
F

Gagne pursued her design degree
at Michigan State and Delta College.
Scllenraad finished his degroe in hor-
ticulture at Michigan State Universi-
ty and his master’s degree at Ohio
State.

Because an interior may be

spolled by a poor view of the exteri-
or, Gagne suggests her brother's ser-
vices to clients who could benefit

from design.
in turn, does the same.

SUCH WAS the case at a Cran-

8hell pink walls was the backdrop for the condo owner's col-
tection of art deco and oriontal art.

brook Manor

Gagoe began the project alter wa-
ter damage from the loft necessitat-
ed renovating the maln part of the
{irst floor.

The enclosed atrium, & major de-
sign feature of the home, was 50 hot
that 'tha window treatments had to

ba drawn, to- keep out thia heat, An-
oLher patio also reflected heat. Sel-
lenraad plcked up on the design ele-
meats of the Interior to create out-
dour rosius.

THE COURTYARD entry scts the
mood. A brick path leads through a
carpet of groundcover dotted with
specimen plants.

Both designers belleve the entry
provides a transition, setting up an-
ticipation and mtr(guc Sellenrand’s
subtle use of art deco loes and a
Japanese maple scts the tone for the
eciectic design walting within,

The atrium, the showplace of the
bome, Is an extension of the parquet-
floored entry. Accessible from the
entty, living room and master bed-
room, It echocs the peaceful, luxuri-
ous home surrounding it.

IT WASN'T always this way. Sel-
lenraad created a serene mood by
building a Japanese garden fn the 12-
foot-square area. He placed a water-
fall and reflecting pool among varie-
tles of azaleas, low juniper and mini-
ature roses.

‘These, along with flowering peren-
nlals, provide season-long color. A
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Act, as well aa to provide greater
In terms of the types of units that may be
constructed. Unfortunately, concomitant
with that flexibllity Is the pessibllity that
the developer witl not enforce architecturat
uniformity in regard to the construction of
units on the condominlum site. Morcover,
the construction of units may be staggered
over many years and tha quality of con-
struction may not be unlforra. Slte condos
ara too early to pass judgment on, but nddl-
tional caution i3 & good ldeu bccau:u of th
unique nature of tho concepl

Robert elsner l.! a Birmingham
attorney mdallﬂnq in condominiums,
real eatate and corpoprate law,
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plne and Iceleat Jopanese
maple echo the peaceful, Oriental
mood. The running water from the
waterfall camouflages road nolse
and cools the area,

The atrium now provides a chang-
ing concert of color kn which to relax
and ‘soak up tho sun. The: {in{shing
touch? A washing basin, x Japanesa
tradition - provided to visitors for
hand-washing.

CAGNE MAGE the walls of the
open living-dining room glow in shell
pink. They furnish the perfect back-
drop for the collections of art deco
and Orienta) pleces the owner has
collected in her travels,

SELLENRAAD VISUALLY ex-
tended the {loor space by installlng a
raised deck over a mearby cement
patio. Becuuse the patlo radiated so
much beat, It was unusable.

‘The deck created an outdoor eat-

lngml.bnremﬂmma!nndpﬂ-'
vate, but catches breezes.

‘The brother-sister team amﬁ
their goal Is to “. . . approach each -
(situation) as an individual design
problem to be solved” They start
each project by learning all they can

bom. the people wm wm lve ln tha

.ﬂ(hwzh thelr uﬂnnl “may
nosy, they rully want to nnd
out how unt particular client uses .
the spren, Gagoe sald. By defining
what needs the space must satlsly,
the designers can draw up several
options for the cllent to “try on.”
‘They do not skip thia first step.
“Foresight is more Important than
money,"” Sellenraad said.
“Decorating isa't luperllclnl .
Gagne sxid. And finding the right
background for lnr.loer and outdoor
actlvities takes. patieoce and gul-
dance. The result is syrophony of
buuu!ul design, not a cacophony of
1deas and elemeats. .
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Then our Classified |
Real Estate section is
the place to look,
whether you need
something regal or
regular.

Every Monday and
Thursday you'll find an
Impressive number of
listings that covera -
large suburban area.
You're sure to find that
speclal place among
the large number of
listings [n
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