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Forget the cookies
State PTA lobbies for new image, more power

By James Radobaugh
staff writer

to become more cffectiva, local PTA
membera need to stand up and make
themselves heard.

LOCAL PTA GROUPS need to learn to
promote themsclves by forging stronger
ties with their business communittes and
keeplng closer tabs on their boards of edu-
cation, Cohen said. And they need to
broaden thelr membership.

To do that, Cohen said PTA members
wlll have to update their terminology to
reflect an age when men are expected to
be more involved in the activitles that af-,
fect thelr ehildren.

It Cohen eould have his way the term
room mother, used to describe those vol-
unteers who help out where school staffs
fall short, would be banished.

“You cut out 50 pereeat of your popula-
top when you say room mother,” Cohen
sald. “I've never met a man who wants to
be called a room mother,"

‘The PTAs are aiso cacouraglng greater
involvement by the studenis themselves.
In fact, many PTAs have become PTSAs
— parent, teacher, student associations,

Of the 800 delegates at the convention,
20 of them were junfor high and high
school youth delegates who served in the
same capacity as the adult delegates and
with equal voting power.

Livonia resident Ken Kalousek, a 16-
year-old Churchill Hlgh School student
whom the delegates elected student repre-
sentalive to the state PTA board for the
1889-90 school year, said he wants lo see
more students get Involved in the PTA.

H one clear message came across at the
state PTA conventilon in Troy last week [t
was that PTA members want to change
their image.

No longer do they want to be scen as a
benlgn group of mothers who bake cookles
for after-school functions. The 800 dele-
gates who converged on the Troy Hliton
Hotel Thursday, Friday and Saturday
talked about ways to increase their Influ-
ence In thejr Jocal communlties, on school
boards and In the state and federal gov-
ernments.

Carl Cohen a Blrmingham resldent and
president of the Michigan Congress of
Pareats Teachers and Students — the for-
mal name of the statewide umbrella or-
ganization of the various parent teacher
assoclatlons — told delegates Friday that

tudes” and
their concerns,

Michigan PTA President CarlCohen, aBirmingham
resident, told delegates at the PTA convention in
Troy last week that they need to “‘change their atti- .

Racism conflicts targeted

McCrace, whbo holds a doctorate in histo-
ry from the University of Michigan and
has taught elementary schood, high school
and eollege during hls $5-ycar career, sald
that while there are many ways to deal
with the problem communication is his
approach,

“T want to share some things with peo-

more

“JT°S NOT JUST for parents and teach-
ers, and it's not just something that's stu-
pid,"” he sald. “You have to tell (students)
that they can get involved and that they
can make a difference.” By James Radsbaugh

The delegates began flexing their politi- stalf writor Like any black Americap, McCrae has
cal clout Thursday by adopting resolutlons had his share of brushes with katred and
to urge leglslatlon in Lansing to require What does a student feel when confront-  ignorance. The 63-year-old edncator said
merchants to keep alt tobacco products in ed with raw bigotry such as that scrawled  incidents that happened long ago left scars
areas not accessible to minors and lo re- on a locker or fliers recently posted at  onhlssoul.
quire parental approval on moped regls- Groves High Schoo! in Birmingham?
tratlon appllcatlons. Anger, hurt and shame are all u;ely re-

orman

1t because they're 8o secure.”

But the years since he graduated from
Saginaw High School in the early 1940s

With PTA membership In Michlgan sponses, accordlng to Dr. .
exceeding 80,000 this year, the h.lghutxit's McCrac, a Detroit Public School adml.nis« have taught him 2 scose of security, an !';:' g::eu’:: mpuw%;:‘?:m
Ken Kalousek, a 16-year-old stu-  beensince 1975, the organlzationbasmore trator who d a n rac- ding that blgotry Is a slgn Of 18 oy} s “their schools and thelr communi- -
E;!M Iﬂi Churchili High Schoo! in clout to flex than ever, according to pub-  ksm In publlc schools Saturday at me PTA  norance. ties.” he sald.
vonia, was elected by convention licity chalrman Darcy Kovach, convention in Troy. MoCran sald b ods of con

“TODAY IF SOMEBODY called me 2
nigger, I'd probably just laugh because It
shows what they don't know,” he said.

“It depends on who you are and what
you know,” McCrac sald in an interview
last week. “Some kids might even laugh at

“That's a pretty sirong velce when you
go to Lansing and want something
pushed,” she sald.

delegates to serve as student rep-
resentative to the state PTA board
for 1989-90.

Mict resolution curreatly used in law and
business should be tried In educatfon.

Schools won'’t insist on
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Continued from Page 1
Unlons have had a great impact on
the lifestyle of thls aren.

“If trade unions wanted to make
an issue out of it, they could.”

There was virtually no discussion

shop

r‘nnfrg e

‘My feeling is that
southeast Michigan is
a union area. The staff

for or agalnst the Issue’ before the is represented by

volle'_:d hutl Eu;ml sald they ;n&:vn- unions. Unions have

sulted with school attorney J. gs-

Tey Cotton. had a great impact on
“1 thlnk iv's prudent to Jook :tbtlrcxle the lifestyle of this

bid you're dolng, examine eac -

der :nd make a decision. Price is not area, If trade unions

wanted to make an

the only constderation,” said Cotton,
who added that he was comfortable
with the board malntalning its cur-
rent polley. “The school code grants
the school board dlscrellan In...
awarding bids.”

TRU. Prutow sald
that time might be a conslderation,
since the dlstrict was working on an
already tight schedule to build and
open the elcmcnwry school by fall
1990,

“I{ it were changed, we would
have to through pollcy procedures,”

she sald. Board policy changes in-
clude a revlew, a first readlng, then
an adoption. “I'm saying that's the
way It is," she added.

The board s expected to receive
and open bids for the new school
project at a speelal meeting May 31.

issue out of it, they
could,’
— Jack inch
school trustee

Bids are expected to be awarded
Juneé.

The new school will be bullt on the
south slde of 11 Mile, just east of
Halsted. Site plans for the facility
were approved by the Fa
Hills Plannlng Commilssion in April.

Closed talks rile resident

Continued from Page 1

Schaelfer’s property -~ could be
used for a new 18-hole golf course. It
50, a youth athletic park might be
devcloped on some San Marino acre-
age. Development of cluster housing
or condominiums on remainlng

Marino acreage also might result, . .
city officlals . o don't like paying for anything twice, veloped as. She suspects Drake Road home furnishings and designs,
cven golf courses,” Flum was paved and reallgnod In anticipa- all at everyday fair prices.

fF THE Selective property isa't

opment problems (with the terrain),”
Sever sald.

School property at 11 Mile and
Halsted also might be a possibility
for expandlag San Marino or uslng

the property for an athletic park.

“What do we need a new golf
course for? Why would we trade a
goif course to a private developer? T

Flum i5 annoyed that cher dls-

o residents about to get a golf
course, But he didn’t have the cour-
tesy to go the residents pear San
Marine who might be living near
condominlurns,” Flum sald. .

FLUM ALSO questions whether

there will be an entrance of{ Howard
Road to whatever San Marino is de-

tion of a nearby 1-696 Interchange.

A PERFECT SHAPE AND SIZE

Our Chippendale camel back bench,
only 29°'" high and 39" long.
Makes a wonderful piece for the
hallway or front entry...
and for Mother's Day. Eggshell
cotton/polyester cover. $250.
From our collection of beautiful

ired, the MDOT and Peltz prop- parks development with Howard Road, eff an improved
:&'I; would be used as an ncuvcppnrk Qunkcr Valley subdlvision residents, Drake, will be a nlce entrance to a ?
for youth athletics, Sever sal asking them fo keep it qalul. Butthe development at Ssn Marino, she QCODSONSs
t the pcmlblut of ible swap apparently was not gu .
a ;?)l?m’:’ viog d Hisen lﬂ\ y r San But Costick denled that Drake was
property, the Peltz pmperly and the paved for any reason other than to re ber
siate property scems to be not feasl- "Mr Mnyor played politics. He improve the road because of the m o e r :

ble because of economics and devel-

found It necessary to give good news

growing amount of trafflcon It

Bonelli to undergo mental tests

Anthony Joscph Bonelli will claim
insanity as a defense agalnst a llrsl-

gree murder charge bo faces In
connecticn with the death of 17-year-
01d Farmington Hills resident Kristl-
na Marle Fracchin, according to as-
sistant prosecutor Frederick Miller.

Defensa attornoy James Andary  bert's clerk. first degroe murder, and was
could not be reached for commenl Bonolli was arrested March 17 bY  poynd over for trial in clrcalt court, .
e dcsonse after Bonelll's ard Lake pollco after Oakland :l;‘ anl:p:y owed: Fracchis's We welcome Jacobson's Charge, Mul:rcan!‘ VISA! and Ameﬂmnx.m

rnlanrnenl 'nzmday in Ouklnnd

County Circult Court.

The next step 13 for Bonelll, also
17 and from Farmington Hills, to un-
dergo testing to determioe whether
he's mentally competent to stand tri-
al. The testing will be dane before a
trial date Is set, Judge Allce Gil-

County Draln Commission workers

dlscovered Fracchia’s body floating
face down near the north shore of

0,

A pot-gullty plea was entered for
hlm when he was charged Jast month
in 48th District Court, Bloomlicld
‘Townshlp, on an open murder count.
Thacharnwumerumded(o
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death was causad by
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