‘Reach out’
Mixup lets inmates dial direct

By Pt Murphy
stoff writer

Reaching oct to touch someone
was easler for prisoners at the Oak-
1and County jail recently, thanks to a
mixup when the !lcully switched
long distance carriers.

The mixup was qulckly correcied,
“but someone’s likely to kave a hell-
ish telephone bill," according to Un-

dersheriff Billy J. Nolin.
tes — who normally can call
ozly If someons accepts charges —
were able to call anywhere ln the
world for about 48 hours provid!ng

they knew a working credit card
number, according to a spokesman
for Michlgan Bell Telephooe Co.

“But we won't know how many
calls were made or how much it will
cost untll we've completed o billing

be tantial. ‘“Everyone knew
nbaut it (:nmng with a credit card),”
sald Lt. Henry C. Wallace, com-
mander of the Jail that can hold
more than 1,200 people. “And they
made a lot of calls.”

The mixup occurred about April
10, Jones aaid, as the jnil was switch-
Ing from ITT to another Iong db-

credit card number, But concelvably
somaeone who knew one could have
glven the number to others, he sald.
But a number got around and calls
= lots of them — were made, Wal-

lace rald,
As ‘officlals sort out who called
where — and who pays — there's
1ikely to be some las uun {riendly

tance carrler. As
changlng over, the oormal oonl.ml

mechanism was apparently clrcom-
vented and inmatea were free to call
whom ever, wherever, he sald, pro-
viding they knew a working credit
card number,

Jail offlcials learned something
was wrong when one of the Inmates
called one of his jailers and told kim
what he thought of him, Wallace
sald. Normally an inmate could pot
make such a call without golng

Nol
One thing la certain, however, he
:gld “The county lso'tpaylog for
em.”
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Carving for grades
Chef apprentice sludents from Oakland
Community College spent Tuesday testing
and preparing a meal for their tamilles and
employora at 0CC's Orchard Ridgo in Farm-
ington Hills. Dane Marshall, left, of Roches-
ter prepares a lake trout under the watchful
oye of Mario Etemd, head chef at 8t. Joseph

RANDY GORST/staft photographer

Mercy Hospital in Pontiac. Marshall, current-
ty employed at Machus Red Fox restaurant
in Bloomfield Township, was one of 17 grad-
uates this yeas, the largest class in the
eight-year-old program that produces certi-
fied cooks.
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