O&E  Moonday, May B, 1080

‘State eyes Iaﬁmg licenses of dropouts

. High schoel dmpoub would have
thelr driver's licenses suspended
the Leglslature passes bllls support-
od by the Michlgan Association of
High School Principals.

1 Truants and youngsters expelled
Jrom school for 1% days also would
)nge driving privileges.

Locally, cducators are lukewarm
nhcut the proposal, saylng it would
hof really keep many students In

ool and unfalrly penallze those
ew suburban students who do drop

ul

o] 41 guess I wouldn't say that it
. ,.hyuld be completely taken away,”
paid Barbara Stock, asalstant princi-
pal at West Bloomficld High. She
‘and others faver, perhaps, a restrict-
‘ed license instead.
+ In House testimony about the bill,
{Princlpal Kelth Wing ‘of St. Louls
High Sehoot sald, *'Young people val-
uo the right to drive an aute, They
clicve they are Independent of au-
ithority.”
} “School is an exciting place to be.
‘P'm 52 years old, and I can’t walt to
‘get there in the morning,” safd Wing,

%Oakland

QOakland County's roads will get
xmore than half of the monecy Michi-
n has’ Issued for road improve-
mcnu to keep up with cconomic de-
welopments,
+ Michigan gave out 396.5 mllllen
statewlde Friday, with Oakland
‘County communitles getting nearly
$50.5 milllon to build up thelr roads
‘to keep up with p]anncd business and
industry growth.

'The money comes. out of the
'n'nnspermuon Economic Develop-
.ment Fung created in 1987 and first
“ssued last year as part of a strategy
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arguisg that alternatlve programs .

and vocatlonal courses coul d grab
kids’ attentfon.

Adrian High Principal Jerry Burg
safd, “Dropouts are pot
througl\ Lbelr declslon. They aro im-
pulsive. The driver’s license may be
the key to keeplng students In
school,"”

MEMBERS OF tho House Educa-
tlon Committee were skeptical, even
after @ solid hour of recent testimo-

ny.

‘The hearlng occurred a day be!on:
the federal gavernment repo:
Michigan's high school grndunuun
rate had dropped to 82 pereent —
48th In the natlon, abead of only the
District of Columbla, Florida and
Louistana,

Under House Bills 4234 and 4236,
superintendenis of publlc and pri-
wvate secondary schools wauld be re-
quired to report names of dropouts,
truants and expelled students to the
Sceretary of State, who could
suspend their driving privileges.

Sponsors are Reps. Phlllp Holf-

ing the state transportation system.
1t is funded by driver license and ve-
hicle registration fees.

THE ROAD work is designed to
support private investment by Mich-
igan bustness and industry, which
will will total more than $2 billlen
and create more than 30,000 jobs
across the state, to Gov,

man, R-Horton, and Claude Trim, R-
Waterford

The 19-member panel, chalred by
Rep, William Kelth, D-Garden City,
will study them turthcr before decid-
ing whether to report them to the
House floor,

“We don't bave very meny stu-
dents that drop out, sald James

t

1o 18, I3 critlcal. If we can keep them
comlng In the door, we have a
chance.

“In drivers’ ed, we don't keep at-
tendance. They're there. 1 have stu-
dents failing basic English who pass
the drivers’ od test,” Burg said.

“IT°S JHONIC,” 3aid Rep, Nelson
D-Detralt, “that the state

tone, al a
Groves High Schoal. “The few that
do drop out go o work. For them it
wnuld defeat the purpose of what
we're trylag to accompllsh, whlch is

saya you can drop out at 16 and then
(would) take away your driver's -
ccnse, Many make a consclous decl-
sion they can't survlvc in that

Burg replied: “The law says we

to make them pi {schoal}
of soclety.”
] don't think it would keep kida fn  can’t prosccute

school,” he contipued. “A car is aw-
{fully important to kids, but it won't
keep them In school. It's a punitive
type of actlon.”
“What if a student dropped out for
a good reasonand needed the auto to
support the family?” asked Rep.
Robert DeMars, D-Lincoln Park.
Burg said.most new jobs In an in-
gly technical soclety will re-
quire high school and even college
degrees. “That two-year period, 16

constructing a sectlon of 12 Mile
Road as a boulevard for office cen-
ter development in Farmington Hills
and $9.8 milllon for roads serving
Northfield HiMts Corp. Center In

Y.

Although he waso’t aware of any
grants going to the Oakland County
Road Commlssicn, spokesman John

ts for not send-
ing students to school after age 16.”

“The purpose is laudable,” sald
Rep. Gary Randall, R-Elwell. “But
it's a radical departure.”

SEVERAL MEMBERS said stu-
dents might turn surly if forced to
return to school in order to drive le-
gally.

“Do you want someone in your
class whose only purpese Is to keep a
driver’s llcense?” asked Rep. James

gets most of road funds

Joy sald, “Anytime anybody im-
proves any road anywhere ([n Oak-
land County) v.'vcrybody wins.”

Joy sald he wasa't surprised Oak-
land County got most of the state
funds. “We're the most economically
developlng county,” he sald.

By comparison, Wayne County
won $13 million in grants.

James Blanchard.

Mafjor projects in Qakland County
tnclude $21.9 million for highways
and roads serving the new Chrysler
Tech Center in Auburn Hills, another
$3.22 mllllon toward the cost of m-'.

g Sriem s
Yo or Cat Tok free 8
00541040

) * FREE ESTIMATES

1 Block W. of Dequindre

2o CREFACE’
MODERN & EUROPEAN STYLES
FORMICA

Solid Colors
:nd Voaaggrain

SERVING V/AVIIE, OAKLAND & MACOMB
; + FACTORY SHOWROOM

1642 E. 11 Milo Rd., Madlson Mgts,

SOLID WOODS
Qak, Cherry
and Birch

o\

N/

oas
Dally 9-5, Sun, 10-4 ¢

Gy Gilme s in

Save
an
additional
5%
Now thru May 14th

(:Palm

A RELAXING DIMENSION
IN CASUAL FURNITURE,

& Samsonite

FASNION FOIL TRANSFERS
metale ook of lamd wih your

mnmmz x1z* 188 Rog 249

12720 2.89 Rog 290

@B oo 14098 1
LARGE SILX HOUSE-
PLANTS & FLOWER

Lroika groenary o
Sonng fowoes
Savo 40-50%1
sossons 88
8Y2" bort Roncho thoar, Rog. 830

HOURS: MonFri. 9:30%: Sat. 9:306; Sun. 1.5

g2 ELECTRIC 22

<
ECHCURRPAT S e s

e SN

D% orr

ALL CUSTOM
FRAME MOULDINGS
Weh any Cuzton frama o
ok i i et

-
- ——— -

* QUANTITAS ARE LIMITED O SOMT 1TTVS
Swe proow vy
Sanurdey, ay 13, 106
347-19:
SE corner of 196 & Nwlﬂd.
EAST LANSING

35187
275t E. Grand River

LOOKING FOR
DELICIOUS DISHES?

Find.them every Monday
In TASTE

SPECIL GENLERERATES

BUY KOW- EPUMALLSUWEHI»OIIOI N
« WINDJAMMER

+JN. CLIPPER wave M
+ OTHER RECATES savs up to $240 [}

B

Kosteva, D-Canton.

“All you're dalng,” sald Offlcer
John Himmelspach, police liaison at
West Bloomficld High, “Is forcing
them to be in our bullding and, I he's
dlsrupuvc it's harmful for educm
tlon.”

"“What if you had expelted them as
Incorrigible?” asked Rep. Nate Jonk-
er, D-Cllo,

“AL Adrlnn we've had only one ex-
pulslon in 10 years in a town of
25,000,” replled Burg.

“You've done great things with

dropouts,” sald Rep. Tim Walberg,
R-Tlpton. “But this scems to keep
students In school just to keep them
tn school, Some achieve super things
without a hlgh scheol diploma.”

“It's rare to achleve success with-
out educatlon,” sald Burg.

“WE'RE GOING to have a lot
more discusslon,” promised choir-
man Keith, who visited schools in Ja-
par and Korea in 1988 and returned
from Germany last month.

“In Japan, they bave less than & 2
percent dropout rate. They have 240
days of school a year and go on Sat-
urday.

“They keep thelr children untll
they graduate. They (children) are
not allowed to bold a job They're not
allowed to drive. It [s a great family
disgrace to drop out.

“On the other side, they bave a
tremendous mass transit program in
Japan”*

Staff writers Tim Richard and
Dave Varga contributed to this
report.
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