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Gas tax increase on hold —

-.BY Tim Richard
staf writer

-, Gov. James Blanchard dashed
cold water on suburban hopes of
talsing the stato fuel tax for better

ads in the near future. :

Asked }f be thought the Leglsla-

U4iro would pass a proposed 2-ceats-

gallon tax. increass, Blanchard

“Probably not,’and I'Hl tell you

I
¢
1
i

1y
“Gas prices have shot up, and
v

8§y TimRichard
«stall writer.

&7 “Blg mistake,” sald Gov. James J.
ol commit-
his major

. a legia
ec's refectlon of one of
]hcbool quality measures.
“Ultimately they will pass it,”
gald In a Novi news con-
erence lnst week.

14 - Philozophy of the plan Is to
2 reward success, not prop up fall-
Jure,” hesald:

s 2oy

+;-+ THE HOUSE Educatlon Commit-
I¥8c tumed down . the Governor's
fchicvement Incentlve (GAIN), a
{ plan to reward school bulldings with
i ;ranu averaging $15,000 for reach-
ng planned goals.

~Those goals could be Improved
hiandard test scores, reduced drop-
put rates, greater student participa-
Hon in extracurricular activitles,
pnd improved post-graduation job
\placement. .

« "It’s not for Hilis, to

there's concern the oll companles
are taking advantage of the current
situation, clting the Exxon Valdez in-
cident {in which an Exxon tanker ran
sground and spilled ol on the
Alaskan coast). .

“Until thoso gas prices level off
and the federal and rtale govern-
ments get a handle on why gas pric-
s went up 30 quickly, I don't think
anything witl happen” in the Leglsla-

ture.
_ In the last two months, pump pric-

School bill delay

lines and across clty-suburban-out-
state Ilnes, y

(In Thursday's cdltion, the vote of
Recp. Justine Barns, D-Westland, was
not recorded. She voted no.}

In part, committee members
resented Blanchard's politleal ex-
ploltation of the Issue. Others feared
the GAIN program, estimated at $15
milifen for flscal 1980, would drain
other meritorions programs, such as
those for dropouls and pregnant
teens. '

BLANCHARD said a US. Depart-
ment of Educatlon report showlog
Michlgan with a high dropaut rate
was evidence of need for “massive
preschool education.’”

The federal report said Michigen
plummeted to 40th {n the natlon with
only 62 percent of students graduat-
ing from high school.

While state school offlcials criti-
clzed the woy statistics were gath-
cred, Blanchard sald they showed
that “we have to start in the carly

es have risen about 15 cenin M yalion.

THE OAKLAND County Road
Commission i3 cecking an even blg-
ger Increase than the current leglala.
tive bill calling for a 2 cent hike on
gasollne and another penny, on other
petroleum products.

The Oakland panel wanls increas-
cs of 2 cents a year for three years,
for a new total of 6 cents.

Current state gasollne tax is 15
cents a galton.

Toe Gakland proposal calls for
putting halt the new money in the
general road fund and half {n an eco-
nomic development fund, which
would go back to countles

Wayio Couly Execuilve Edward
McNamara has supported the cor-
rent Jegislative bill In testimony be-

lanchard

“Oakland voters themselves
turned down a {road) proposal, o
there's some controversy u"wm

fore a Ht

a "modest”

ing great economic growth. Under
that formula, Ozkland kas been the
biggest winner, f{ollowed by Kent
County.

Each penny of the gesolloe tax
produces about $45 million Ia reve-
nue.

called ‘mistake’

years” to prepare children for
schoollng.

He 3ald 40,000 to §0,000 Michigan
youngsters are in danger of ultimate
fallure- even before they start kin-
dergarten.

THE GOVERNOR predicted suc
cess for a proposal to ask voters to
ralse the state sales tax & half-cent
to pump $400 million [n new money
Into schools.

“No ptan untll now has had sup-
port beyond the education lobbles,”
Blanchard sald. “We think It can win
at the ballot.”

He said the plan, drafted by a
commitice headed by former collega
presldent Edgar Harden, is support.
ed by the two major teachers unlons,

auto dealers and the League of
Women Voters,

siructlon Manager at 27777 Fracklin

Tublib May 4420411, 1983

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Notice s hereby glven that sealed bids wilt be received by the School District

of the Cily of Blrmingham at 550 W. Merelll Street, B

untl) 4:00 p.m. May 16, 1999 for Azbestos Abal

Blds will be opened and read publicly at the board mecting that evening.
Bldders, may oblain contract documents {rom Bartoe Malow Co. the Con-

Road, Southfield, Michigan 480M. Atteo-
tion: JIm Roberizon. Telephone (313) 351-4500, e o
A $50.00 deposit wlil be required (o obtain documents.

tement work I the school district,

Increase “at some point.”

THERE'S STRONG disagreement
over how important a problem roads
are. Oakland poils show roads are
the No. 1 problem. o
But Blanchard, in Novi last week
to attead a small buslness confer-
ence, sald hls economic agenda way
drawn from the shopping list of
small entreprencurs. .

itisto ybody,"” B!
hard safd. Qakland voters last Nov. 8§
rejected, 3-1, a $25 per vehiclo fee
for local roads.

“The bad pews is thot we have far
more demands for Infrastructure
than money, The good news is we're

— fasier than we expect-

©d," the governor said. .

He recalled that o 2-cents-a-gallon
increase took effect In 1983 and a fee
package was passed In 1987, “and
there’s still enormous demands.”

Scc Michigan's fargest

CRreATORS OF FINE JEWELRY
528 N. Woodward, Birmingham 4 blocks north of Maple 6422650
Mondsy- Sanurday 9:30 to 5:30

selection of
Rolex watches. Prices begin at $790.

:get thelr average score from the
L90th to the 92nd pereentlle,” the gov-
Jermor told a news conference.

« "It's for average schools in big cit-
Vs

Swould limit grants to 25 percent of
:3: buildings In any K-12 schoot dls-
strlct.

+ Democrat Blanchard noted Re-
{publlcan Presldent Gearge Bush had
«proposed a slmilar national program
+0f incentlve grants, “Ours has more
imngey and more teeth,” Blanchard
.

+ THE 19MEMBER House Educa-
Slion Committee voted cight yes and
.{nlne no on reporting the bill to the
-:Holusc floor. Two
svote.
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% As amended, House Bl 4444

fembers dldu’t
s The pancl was split across party
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At Standard Federal, we focus on giving you the best possible
service and a complete line of banking products delivered by a
professional, courteous staff. With us, you can always be sure to
find exactly what you're looking for — including high-interest
investments like this one:

6 Month Savings Certificate

$500 minimum deposit

her ts 4 subsianinat interest penley for carly withdrawsl frvm wertificate acnints

Wa focus on performance.

Standard Federal Bank
Savings/Financial Services

g:ustomer Information Ling

800/522-5900




