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;"ﬁ'aﬁans I@@k to clinch conference crown at Xavier

:By C.J, Rlsak
Btoff writer

Just 3% weeks ago, the reason

med mired In medlocrity -
again — for Ualveseity’of Detroll's
‘haseball team,
: The 'ﬂuu:s have always scemed to

‘he pretty good, but never qulte good
cnough. They wero $1-24 lust year
“and reached the champlonship round
‘ol the Mldwestern Colleginte Confer-
‘enco tournament before losing. After

bpeslng the tournéy with wins aver
Evansville and Notre Dame, U-D
lost to Evanayille twice.

So Evansville went 1o the NCAA
tournament and the Titans — for the
.23rd season In & row — didn't.

o Nothing secmed to ‘change thiz
‘year, Om Aprll 16, U-D was 12-15-1
soverall and 83 fn the MOC. AII
uﬁnp considered — the team

* "young (only four senlors) and uvcml
key players (outficlder Steve
Wujczyk and plichers Pat Miller and
.Mark Thlerry) were coming back
‘from serlous Injury — the so-s0
rccord wasn't unexpected

WHEN the 'mnns Jolted
Nolm Dame In South Bend, winning
-three of four games, U-D coach Bob
“Mlller said he could feel something
-good was about to happen.

17 “] sensed an alr of confidence,”
sald Miller, a Redford resldent now
“fn hiz 25th year of coaching &t U-D,
"l thmng):t we might como on rght

il 1s @ notea optimist, but his
‘feelings proved accurate, From that
weckend in Notre Dame until Toes-
day's double-header split with Michl-
gan State at U-D, the Titans were 13-
5’ — Includlng a 12-2 MCC record
that all but wrapped up first place in
the MCC's Eastern Division. One win
In U-D's flnal four games at Xavier
this weekend, or a Notre Dame loss,
clinches the title,

The Titans must stil] survive u:n
MCC tournament, which be
.Wednesday in South Bend, to get mla
the NCAA tournament. But that con-

ﬂdcnce Miller could sense 3% weeks

2go has U.D fying high, mal

themn an odds-on favorite ln the dou-

ble-elimination MCC tournament.
THE REASONS for the Titan suc-

“cess are numerouy, “We've got great

athletes on this team, no doubt about

1t sald Miller. “I told them thelr

toed wark and perseverance would
pay off.”

Thnt “keep your chin up™ attitude
helped, but so Las a lot of off-season
work — particularly from the in-
jured. Wujczyk, a Southfield-Lathrup
grm!nmc with a year of cligibility

malning, tore the anterlor cruclate
Ugnmcnl in his knce in.the fall of
1987 playing Intramural football.

The knce was rebuilt and Wujezyk
went 17 months without playlng,
working [nstead on rehabilitation. It
paid off; Wufczyk returned from the
long Inyoff better than ever,

He batted just .242 as a sophomore
and .219 as a freshman, with a two-
year total of two Lome runs and 25
funs hatted in. This year, Wojezyk bs
hitting .352 with five doubles, four
triples, two homers and 28 RBI.

“It ‘was a lot of hard work,*
Wujczyk sald of hls comr.-bnck.
“There was 12 months of strictly re-
habilitation, A lot of people doubted
I would be back.”

Miller was onc of the doubters. “I
really dldn’t expect anything from
Steve,” the U-D coach admitted. “I
ccmlnlydmntcxpcclmb.

Even Wujczyk can't explaln how,
after a 17-month layoff, be ean come
back “hltting better than ever. I
guess I just remembered how to hit.
1t docsn't surprise me. I always had
that confldence.”

PAT MILLER is another surprise,
although the junlor righthander from
Redford Unlon (he's one of five RU
grads on U-D's team) had other
motivational sources. For one, he
happens to be the coach's son.

Pat was bothered by a sore clbow
his entire szophomore scason. His
best plich is a sinking fastball, but
the soreness had reduced It to 79-81
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mph. And 25 his fastball slowed, his

record. awooned, He waa 32 lnst

"year with a 7.18 earned run average,
after golng 3-1 with 2 4.61 ERAasa
freshman,

His mound fallures combined with
his status as the coach’s son to make
the geason miscrablo. He had sur.
gery on his clbow after last seazon,
and bone chips and spurs were re-
moved. He dldn't pl-j at all Jast
sumuner, and his status for this sea-
s0n was questionable.

Except to his father/coach. “He
tald me, "For us to have a good year,
you have to belp us,'"” Pat sald.
“There was a lot of pressure. I had to
prove myzell that I wasn't on the
team just because of my dad. Ididn't

think (my leammales) accepted me,

“That mes the hardest thing, prov-
Eng myself and getting accepted.”

Pat has nothing left to prove. He's
moved up in the rotation from the
No. 6 man to Ne. 3, and ho is second
on the team In wins. Ho has a 6-1
vecord with a 3.40 ERA, and hls fast.
ball ts back up in the 8586 mph
range.

BUT EVEN the contributions
from unexpected sources llke
Wujczyk and Pat Miller {so't the
whole story. Of (he team’s top seven
hitters, four are sophomores and one
13 2 freshman,

Among that group are startiag
shortstop Rick Tavormina, from
Westland John Glenn (368, six dou-
bles, two triples, 12 RBI); starting
catcher Mike Stefanski, from RU
(.360, alx d_oulﬂu, one triple, 17 RBI),
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and starting first basezman Lance
Sulllvan, from Livonla Churchill
(:288, five doubles, one triple, two
homers, 24 RBI). All three are sopho-
mores.

There’s more. Senjor lefthanded

pitcher Mark Coburn, frem Plym-
outh Cantop, i3 4-1 with n 4.40 ERA;
sophomore lefthanded pitcher Doug
Fitzer, from Farmington Hlils (and
Birmingham Brother Rice), is 2-5
with & 4.11 ERA; and junlor second

baseman Denn!s Bushhnrt. from RU,
was hitting .287 with six doubles, a
triple, a homer and 25 RBI before
golng down wilh a severe knee Inju-
ry suffered against Notre Dame last
weekend.
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