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Muses: Sweet sound of success

By Larry O'Connor
stalf writer

Kristin Hersh of Throwlng Muses
qulckly apologizes for belng late
with ber scheduled telephone call,

“I had some Plxies on the phone,”
sald Hersh, whose band performs
Friday at Salnt Andrew’s Hall in De-
troit. "They sure liked to talk.”

And, likewise, people In new muslc
circles are talking about both the
Plxies and Throwing Muses. The
Boston-based bands have quickly
gained a reputation for thelr ability
ul: turn out fresh and lnnovative mu-

As a result, Throwing Muses and
the Plxies are at the forefront the
new wave of American bands mak-
Ing it big at home on college radio
and abroad in Great Britian.

th groups grapple with criti-
cal auccess, they appear to be taking
different routes. The Pixles appear
to have gravitated to the more ob-
scure with thelr latest LP “Doolit-
tle” (Elektra).

Not so0 witk Throwing Muses,

Last year's stellar album "l[nusc
‘Tornado” (Slre) thrust the four-
member band into the spotlight. The
LP was halled by critics,

“Bunkpapa” {Sire) Is the latest
volley as Throwing Muses seeks to
garner radlo airplay while keeping
thelr integrity. The acoustic-fla-
vored melodies on the LP are defi-
nltely Ustener friendly without being
the bana) fare so common In AOR
radio.

“WITH EACH album we said, ‘'Ob
no, we've sold out this time, " Hersh
sajd, “But It hasn't happened yet.”

If an g, momentum seems to
build with each successive Throwing
Muses album released. Throwing
Muses have three LPs to their credit,
two on major record label Stre.

Ironlcally, the shores of the United
Kingdom served as the band's
ground breaking instead of the US,

‘Spin’ zooms in on

By Larry O'Connor
statf writer

While the competition merely
rolls along, Spin Is quickly turning
out to be the magarine volce of al-
terative music in America,

“DId you see the latest issue (of
Rolling Stone)?” asked Bob Gue-
clnne Jr., publisher of the New York-

muslc magazine with a cackle.
"lt makes the clu!og look like a
radical magozine.’

Such jnm al the heavywelght in
the muslc magezine {ndustry are to
ba expected. But the polnt Guetione
makes hlts a spot.

While one appears to be selling a
WUfestyle, Spin Ls aggressively cover-
Ing new trends in music,

Spin has new life despite the obl-
tuary written on it last year, The
magi publication for one
month last year after papa Gueclone
of Penthouse International pulled
the financial plug. Since findlng new
caplta), the music magazine is not
odly floating, but moving on a steady

cqurse,

*Rolling Stone has a declsive edge
Interms of circulation —~ 1.175 mil-
1ion for Jann Wenner’s publication to
175,000 for Guecione. But, hey, who's
counting?

Apparently, Gucclone lsn't. In-
stead, the New York-born, London-
raised publisher would rather con-

REVIEWS

The Throwing Muses is one Boston-based
band that has quickly gained a reputation for

Britlsh independent label, 4AD,
signed the group after the quartet
galned a large following In the Bos-
ton arca. “Throwing Muses™ (4AD),
the band’s debut, was released along
with an EP “Chains Changed." Both
are available in this country on im-

port only,

“In England they respond to us in
an emotional way,” Herzh sald. *
. . . They don’t sce how it all seeps
in, though. We're very much an
American band.”

It's an American band that formed
from a childhood friendship between
Hersh and Tanya “Tea” Donelly.
They learnced how to play guitar to-
gether at 14, When they attended
college in Boston, they performed

As publisher of Spin maga-
zine, Bob Gueclone Jr. is ag-
gressively covering new
trends in music.

centrate on Spin's targeted audi-
ence,

UNLIKE OTHER publlcations
who are trying to reach the yupple
crowd between the ages of 18-34,
Spin is boning n on the 16-24 set.

“When you to an audlesce that
wide (13-!4), you dilute the editorial
content,” sald Gueelons, whose mag-
azine recently celebrated its fourth
annlversary. “We really aim for the
18 to 24 group. That slice of humani-
ty Is very Interesting. That particu-
lar group s nlmys evolving they
are quite curious.”

Their curloslty, when It comes to

sic.

around the club circult. Bass player
Leslie Langston and drummer David
Narelzo later jolned the group.

The creative apark eminates from
Hersh, who handles the

its ability to turn out fresh and innevative mu-

“Then when we got In there we
started saying to one another, ‘What
do you want to do? I don't know.
Whal. do you wnn( to do?” We nrgued

and vocals.

The success of “House Tornade”
made the stakes higher when record-
Ing “Hunkpapa." Gary Smith pro-
duced both albums. In making
;'Hou.w Tornado,” ulmugg, u:: band
earneda great den about the cre-
ative w&eu

“AFTER THE fact, we learned we
treated the material right,” Hersh
said. “When we were going into the
studlo, we sald, (heck with) the pro-
ducer. We know what we want to do.’

bum lt was n horrible expericnce,
reall

"On this album . . . we said, let's
have fun,’" Hersh added. “What I
think we did on this one Is bring all
the albums together In a deflnitive
;:y, So now we can go beyond on

L

Throwing Muses will perform
on Friday, May 19, at Saint An-~
drew's Hall, 431 E. Congress, De-
troit. For information, call 861-
MELT.

alternative tunes

music, goes beyond the tap-40 spec-
trum. Which Is why Spin’s focus is
on new trends in the industry,

An issue will feature storles on
standard college radio favorites. But
the magazine goes into diverse styles
such as rap, house and world musie,

There's also a concerted effort to
cover the underground sceae In the

been criticizad
focused at times,

Sterics in Spin, trouh, have a
couunon thresd in helr Lrreverent
style of writing, At times, it resem-
hles the British muslc press.

“We use a lot of young writers,”
Gucclone sald. “They are not neces-
sarily impressed with the '70s or the
'50s. Most of all, they're not !m-
pressed with themselves. They’re not
concerved with keeping up an image.

“With older critics — yes, they get
the interviews with the

for belng un-

lelsm, especlally when the magazine
Included a free condom in one of ts
Lssues. Some viewed it as a publielty
stunt, which, of course, Gueclone de-
nles.

“But let's say it was,” he sald.
“Does that change the value of what
we're trying to say? Our statement
was completely compatible of what
we've becn saying for a year In the
magi

Spfn 's upantlon {rom Penthouse
inlernational drew a considerable
amount. of pubiiclty. Junler Gue-
clone prefers not to discuss the sltua-
tion, which resulted in Spin missing
an Issue. |

“It was o family thing," be said.

Publishlng bas suynd In the Gue-

jone Sr.
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9 INVAIN © LONNIE MACK
In Valn will orm Monday, Lonnle Mack will orm Frlday-

May 15, at the Blind Pig, 208 8. First
St., Ann Arbor. For Information, call
926-8555,

® LIVE SKULL
Live Skull will perform Tuesday,
Mny 16, at the Bﬂnd Plg, 2085, stt
t., Ann Arbor. For Information, call
09&6555.

@ CROSSED WIRE
Crossed Wire wlll perform
ednesday, Moy 17, at the Blind

Pig, 208 S. Flrst St., Ann Arbor. For

information, call 996-8555.

©® FRED KOLLER

Fred Koller, will perform on
Wednesday, May 17, at the Midtown
Cafe, Woodward at Maple, Blrming-
bam. For infermation, 450-5031.

® THE VANDALS

The Vandals will perform Thurs-
day, May 18, at Blondle's, 21139 W.
Seven Mile, Detrolt. For informa-
tlon, call 535-8108,

@ SECOND SELF

Second Self will perform  Thurs-
day, May 18, at the Blind Pig, 208 8.
First S, Ann Arbor. For informa-
tion, call 996-8555.

@ TRINIDAD TRIPOLI
Trinidad Tripoll Steel Band will
lorm Friday-Saterday, May 19-
20, at the Blind Pig, 208 S. First S¢,
Ann Arbor. For Information, call
856-8555.

Fred Kotler wiil
bring his brand
of musiz to the
Midtown Cafe
in Birmingham
Wednosday,
May 17.

COLLEGE

perd y-
Saturday, May 19-20, at Sully’s, 4758
Greenfield, porth of Michigan Ave-
nue, Dearborn. For information, call
B48-5377.

© ROXX GANG

Roxx Gang will perform Frida;
May 19, at Th: Ritz, 17580 F‘nu.hc.
Roseville, For informatlon, call 778-
8150,

@ ASH CAN VANGOGH

Ash Can VanGogh will perform
Friday, May 19, at Alvin's, 5756
Cass, Detrolt. For information, call
832-2385. B

© BONNIE RAITT

Bonnie Raltt will perform at 7:30
p.m. Friday, May 19, at Royal Oak
Musle Theatre, Tickets are $17.50. .
For informatlon, call 546-7610.

® FRANK ALLISON

Frank Allison and the Odd Sox wlli .,
perform Friday-Saturday, May 19<}
20, at Lill's 21, 2930 Jacob, Ham-
tramek. For information, call 875-°
6555.

@ THE CIVILIANS .
The Civillansy will perform along
with , Allces Ghost,

guests,
.Friday, May 19, at the Hamtramek

Pub, 2048 Canlff, off 1-75. For tnfor-
mation, call 365-9760.

© PAN THE SIRENS :
Pan the 1t

an will perform Fri-
day, May 19, at Griffs Grill, 49 N.->
Saginaw, Pontiac. For information, <

call 334-7851.

COUNTRY

cione famlly, White Bob G
gained notoriety in the men's maga-
zine business, his son followed In o
little more diverse wth.

Step by

the Claptons and the Springsteens —
but they are protecting a sensibility,
They're afrald to discover a new sen-
slbility . . . The rock criticlsm of the
'703 doesn’t fly today. It's a new cul-
ture”

IN KEEPING with the younger
set, Spin has delved into social and
environmental issues such as AIDS
and the Greenhouse effect.

Thelr comprehensive coverage of
AIDS bas drawn both praise and crit-

Ir. r
Sup Gulde to K\ms Fu” in England
and was the creator of ‘Poster
Press,” a menthly music magazine
that unfolded into a poster.

He became vice-president of pro-
motion and marketing for Penthouse
Internatlonal in 1978 and was jnstru-
mental in the launch of Omni. Then
came Spin in 1985.

Some saw the latter as dad pacify-
ing son with his awn magazine. The
survival of Spin bas given Guecione
Jr. some vindication In that regard.

Here are the top 10 songe on WOUX-
AM, campas station of Oakland Universi-
ty In Rochester,

L 'llonxgycmwncav;’. The Pizies,

$, “Fascioa
€. “I May Hato You Sometimes,” Posies.
7. Warrlor,” PAL.

la “Mayor olSlmpldm, XTC.

Here are the top 10 wags 08 Wwww- -
FIL H

1. *1s It Still Over?,” Randy Travis.
2. “From the

Word Go,” Mickael Martts :

;%mmm’m
Crowell,

4.*Doa't Tor Us Away,” Patty Lovelezs.
s, “WMleDolGo(Nwmim

LIVE FROM
AUSTIN

. — Delbert %
: McClinton

1 thls were a perfect world, Del-
bert McClinton woald be a major
star. This album, drawn from a per-
formance for the “Austin City Lim-
Its™ television show, la as close lo
petfection as this Texan is likely to

et.
gﬂoodnhhm:uoalbm bave
been, McClinton's shot-and-a-sheil
bagrroom blues works beat n froat of
a ljve avdience. Here, ho roprises the
of bls thres-d

ade career before a friendly crowd.
“B-Movie Boxcar Blues,” record.
ed by the Bives Brotbers, is perhaps
the best known of tha album'’s five
originals, McClinton lbo thrv'l in
expert cover vergions
Ground," the 1975 'Nmptluonl hlt.
Otls Reddlu‘ Tva Got Dreams to
Remember” aod “Lipstick Traces,”
& much-covered chestout frem Aar-
onchillu 's New Orleans songbook.
His love hit, “Glving It -Up for
Yoxr Love,” 19 tho set's closer.
Tke the Fabulous Thunderbrds,

Joe Ely, Doug Sahm, Stevie Ray
Vuugnn nnd a boﬂ of others, McClin-
ton rep: rock at its
bluesy, nmky and — in h.Ls cue -
brassy best. Like thosa ol
however. McClioton's ﬂne. eq}cnb]a
has generally been overlooked
wulde Lone Star State.

Released on the xmall though re-
spected Alligator Label, this album
{sa't likely to: change McClinton's
fortunes. But if you're tirod of the

tedious soul

allppery-soft
and huvy metal {hat's
clogging up the alrwaves thesa

days,

then MeClinton fust might be your
man.

- Wayne Peal

ANSWERS TO
NOTHING
— Midge Ure
Midge Ure must bave been think-
lna about something when he con-
o "Answen to Nolhlng." bis lat-

Chrysalls al
Such as, “1 dvu‘t x1ve arip if this
Is or 't a commercial success.

lwmtwbelmLOmzkcmwc&e '

way I want to.”
That statement would pretty

much sum thls up, a creatively am-

bltious album tgnmd by the public,

broke the Top 93, despite strong ex-
posure at college radio.

But “Dear God's” message never
found & mass audlence because of
the reluctance of Top 40 radio pro-
grammers to play it. Add it all op
and (he answer Is nothing, at least in

Creatively speaking, however, Ure
fias written and produced quirky, al-
mest avant-garde material
repeated listena to fully appreciate.

asaa
tener vlth the first verse, dellvered
I rapid-fire fashlon:

“High upon a hillside, & preacher
tells a story to & crowd/Ho tells the
same old story, a thosand times
ho's read that story loud/He wanis

v

to give the answers but his words are
only — Answers to Nothing."

Famlly I3 a recurring themo on
“Take Me Home™ and “Slster and
Brother,” On the former, Ute croons
“T need to feel that sense of belong.

"

The second aide opens with “Just
For Yov. mayba {he most straight-
d rocker on the aibum. It builds

thmnﬂwnt, then winds up with an in-
tense gultar riff,

“Answera to Nothus won't
zpawn

any hitsor
What It does yIcld iz sood muste,
something that seems to be a low
priority these days.
— Tim Smith

THE MAN WITH
THE BLUE POST-
MODERN
FRAGMENTED
NEO-
TRADITIONALIST
GUITAR

— Peter Case

Peter Case's second zolo album
wnce the breakup of hls former
groop, The Plimzouls, on Gelfen
Records, easily wins the award for
the longest, ard poseibly the strang-
et titie of the year.

Anyone who caught Case’s sojourn
in thls part of town & couple of years
back will be famlliar with ki3 casy
going and, dare [ zay, ‘Dylenesque”
style of acoustc gultar

‘The genial, and funny, Mr. Case
gave performancea &t Sam's Jama
and vartous radlo stations and made
an imprompiu appearance at Saict
Andrew's Hall la Detroit, all done oy
much for (he fon of it a3 promoting
hisalbum.

‘Thia LP sets hlm expandlng the
instrumentation on each soag, al-
though the style of the scoga will still
allow him to perform solo. Hetscs a
variely of pecple en festrements as
diverss as uknlels to mandsia to
harmenlea, most rotadbly Ry Coucder,
Mitchell Fyoom and T-Bead Buincit,

who also helps with the k
Each song palata o Littie picturo”
and tells a little stery, He casts his

production.  *

oplnion, shares bard Tuck steries azd ™

wraps (hem all wp fn swrect folk 8ad
blues-eriented pizees of music.
The Iead track, “Charl=s Jamse”

is a trodittonal zengz, which Cass '~

used for the sovndirack of Ssre Sheps
herd's play “A Lic ¢f tha Mind." The
tenipo and atmoaphere hieat wp with

the tmck, “Pat Dowa ths Gun,” ;-

feally shmflar to the BeDaans, cn ..

which he offers kope to scmesna
swho's down.

We then travel to the “Eatella Ho-
te],” a plane of ladzleg for Lru :chzra
in San Fracclsco, ‘whick ¥
down last yeor, A hig band ;;mr-
Americs and shoox ft, nud every:
thing lcxz:o rolled o the cozxt,

vn's & ok ba ollery’
Lix cptolon aboot modery sotiety xud
then eddz, “Bat thara's 3 1%e
= car‘lxp'ut: o ramind yu who's |
The

i

Oz 1813 recerd, Petor Cass mm‘.‘ N
cha; :

of your bnagination.

— Cornioe “\{pht: .




