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In search of the real Judy Tenuta

‘By Peggy Aulino
stalf writer

Judy Tenuta's stage persona has
an air of superiority, to put it mildiy,
Glve her a tople, :he 11 tell you why
she has litlle use for it.

Men?

“You should be able to ride and
brand your love pig,” she stales mat-
ter-of-factly,

And what happeas after a woman
marrles a man?

“He plops himself in front of the
TV walting for the Super Bowl. The
only way youn con get his attention is
to cat until you look like a stadium.”

Then there's the Catholle church,
another staple in Tenuta’s routine,
An alumna of “St. Francis of the
Talking Mulu." she sald grade
schoot was “like Catholic boot
camp.”

OK, OK, you get the Idea. But
what is Tenuta — who will appear at
Chaplin's East in Fraser May 17
through 20 — really like?

After a 30-minufe telephone inter.
view, It can be sald that Judy Tenu-
ta, at least when deallng with ths
medla, Is almost the same on stage
as she is off, The jokes come mon-
stop, and onc wonders where she
finds time to inhale.

‘The only dlfference during a one-
to-one encounter and a stand-up rou-
tlne s that she doesn’t Insult an in-
terviewer. (During her shows, ahe's
apt to yell at & man in the audlence
“Ymgn make me want to get my tubes
tied.”) .

Friendly as Tenuta is off stage, it's
still difficult to get a straight answer
out of her.

“I'M SORTING my socks,” she
sald over the phone from her Chica-
go home, That might sound plausible
enough untll she adds: “I cleared off
my bed and found Jimmy Hofla,”

So the autoblographical sketch she
drew — in a volce without the raspy
qunli(y she uses during performanc-

— probably should be taken with
a grnln of salt.

She and ber sister and six broth-
ers, who have names ke Bosco and
Bingo, are the product of an Itallan/
Polish marriage. Her mother forced
her to go to Mass every day, and
though the Tenutas were on a tight
budget, sometimes a priest would be
invited to dinner,

“My mother would buy these spe-
clal, really neat things like food,
something that was forelgn to us,”
she sald. “We got to have Father
Paddy O'Furnlture’s leflovers.”

Has .sho sver golten complaints
from Catholics about a routine some
might call blasphemous?

"'No, never once,” she zald, sound-
Ing serlous this time, “None of that is
malicious, I'm just commenting on

clarification

In a story apperaing In Street
Scene May 8, comedian “Downtown”
Tony Brown was Identified as having
a small interest in Bea's Comedy
Kitchen In Detroit. Brown does not
have a financlal interest in the es-
tablishment, owned by Beatrice Ev-
ans,

OR

Kynever 100 leseto
e howsoswim st callus
andugnup
Red Cross swimming ciass

American Red Cross

L

COMEDY CLUBS

Here are some listings of come-
dy clubs in our area. To lct us
know who is appearing at your
club, send the {information to:
Comedy Listings, Observer & Ec-
centric Newspapers, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150,

0 BEA'S COMEDY

Joe Nippote, Tim Batterfield and
“Downtown” Tony Brown will per-
form Friday-Saturday, May 19-20, at
Bea's Comedy Kitchen, 541 Larned,
Detrolt. Showtimes are 8:30 p.m. and
11 p.m. There also Is a new comedy
show at 9:30 p.m. Thursdays. For in-
formatlon, call 961-2581.

© CHAPLIN'S EAST

Judy Tenuta will appear Wednes-
day-Saturday, May 17-20, at Chap-
Hn's East, 34244 Groesbeck, Fraser.

10:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday. For
informatlon, call 792-1802.

© CHAPLIN'S PLYMOUTH
‘Tony Hayes will appear Thursday-

Plymeuth in the Plymouth Hlilton,
14707 Northville Road, Plymouth,
For Information, call 454-4580,

© CHAPLIN'S WEST

Cralg Shoemaker, with Tony
Brown and Scott will ap-
pear Tuesdoy-Saturday, May 16-20,
at Choplin's West, 18890 Tclesruph
Road, south of Six Mile, Detroit. For
information, call 533-8866. Shoe-

Judy Tenutn
has invented
her own relig-
- lon — Judyism

2 Tand  ro- maker will be appearing [n a spectal
i f h engegement Friday and Saturday.
quires of her  Tickets cost $10 those nights.

followers adu-

But she can't resist adding: *An in-
sult from me is llke a blensing from
Mother Teresa.”

Tenuta, you see, invented her own
religlon — Judyism — sometime
during the dozen years ahe's been
doing stand-up comedy. She requires
of her followers adulation and offer-
Ings of canned goods.

Another staple of Tenuta's schtick
Is her accordian, It has been report-
ed elsewhere that she started taking
accordian lessons as a child. That's
not how Tenuta tells it now.

“IT WAS actually my mother’s
IUD. I came out playing it," sbe sald.
Now she uses the accordian “as an
Instrument of love and submission.”

Nor would she serjously discuss
her age, which others bave put at 35.

“I'm a Goddess so I'm not bound

by mortal time,"” Tenuta said, but
she does admit to using “Ermest
Borgnine Beauty Cream" to keep up
her youthful looks,

Tenuta has pewer been married
{“The Goddess does not belong to
anyone.”), but she doesn't let that
fact stop her from offering tips on
the tople for the sake of & good joke.

Her advice for busband-hunting

‘Then she had a sy,

about Detrolt.
“Maybe

latlon  and g COMEDY SPORTZ

ofterings of medy Sportz at the Heldelburg

canned goods.  will have improvisational comedy at
8:30 pm. and 11 p.m. Friday and

ggestion, which in-

volved tha other thing she kmew

you can combloe that
with the auto production. Why don't
they set Lec Iaccoca on fire? Put an
apple in his mouth.”

Judy Tenuta will appear
through - S

women; “Act like a petite flower and
virginette, but let swetyone know
yns\:"llbmaw with the first Shriner in
aSaab.”

May 17-20, at

For reservations,

Chaplin's Eaxt

34244 Groesbeck Huwy., Fraser.

, call 762-1902.

P.
Saturday. The club is at 215 N. Mnln
Ann Arbor, Showtlmes sre 8:30 p.m.
and 11 pam. For reservations, call
$95-8838.

© HOLLY HOTEL

Jerry Elllott, with Steve Bills and
Jill Washburn, will perform Thars-
day-Saturday, May 18-20, In the 1891
Room Comedy Club of the Holly Ho-
te], 110 Battle Alley, Holly, Sow-
times are 8:30 pm, y and
8:30 and 10:3¢ p.m. Friday acd Sat-

The Chaplin's East show will not
be Tenula’s first visit to the Detroit
avea, When she was here about 10
years ago, one of the few things she
knew about the Motor City was that
Ppeople set fires at Halloween.

“J thought maybe yon wete trying
to tmpersonate kell,”” Tenuta said

) DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

When Friand fell,
he colled for Help,

but Confusion came instead.

At last Help came,
and Help knew what to do.
In times of emergency,
are you Help? If not, learn
Red Cross First Aid

where you work -
or call your local chopter.

Business Luncheo Specials
Beginning at 8398

CUSTOM
OFF-PREMISE
CATERING SPECIALISTS

EARLY BIRD DINING SPECIALS
Son.-Prl. 4-7  Sat. 5-7
« Spaghetti with Meat Sauce.......... ¥4.95
¢ Lasagna ... reeerennes ¥4.95
Inclides: Soup, Tossed Garden Salad, Garlic Sticks
« Chicken Piccanti.......... e 35,95
« Swiss Steak Jardenaire 5.9
. Includes: Soup, Garden Salad, Vegetable, Gartic Sticks

12 Mile and Orchard Lake Road « Farm. Hills « 851-4084

‘Now you can coach a
10! of good 8?0“3- At Ground Round, we

give top-notch Asslstant Managers plenty of action, Thanls
to attractions like a wide-screen TV and visits from sports

The Oakfond University Center for thie Ares
in auockarion wuk
Oaffand Community College
pronis
[reuigt—

a Mitisummer

Orchard Ridge Campus

Wallace Smith Theatre
Farmingion Hills, MI bl adunhand
Wednesday J
May 24, 1989 3 p.m. !5 Aduls *3 Smdcr-r‘m
Thursday Z,"n;f,‘,
Muy 25, 1989 8 p.m. '8 Adults *6 Students
Saff &
Seniors

REGISTRATION FOR OCC’'S SUMMER
ARTS PROGRAM Ages a-High Schoot
now beln5 accepled

our upbeat lounge atmosphere 13 very popular
among enthusiastic sports fans. And our fine meals at a fatr
price remaln a big hit with quality-conscious families,
Ground Round is an important part of Hanson Industries,
the 67th largest corporation 1n the U.S. with 1888 revenues
of 88.5 billlon, And we're kecping our Michigan operationa
on the move by hiring n local professional with the know-
haw to make things happen.

Assistant Managers
Livonin

Farmington Hills
Royal Onks
As an Asslstant Manager, we're ready to offer you n great
deal of p growth and De-
pending on experience, your weekly starting pay will be
BB'IO-M% plus 5% increasc after (.—nlnlng We nlso reward
your hard work with quarterly and yearend bonuzes up to
$3,000. In fact, in 1888, our average property produced
$185,000 {n managerent bonuses,
This ad is fust about over. but the game’s
Just begun. Get your start with Ground
Round by sending your resume (o: Dept: OBE,
490! E. Genese Street, Fayetteville, NY 130686,
or cail Joff Baker collect at (31 5) 446-1525. An
. equal opporturntity employer,

Men, if you're about to turn 18 Its S~
time to reglster with Selective Service L5

\l;.

at any U.S. Post Office,
It's quick. It's easy.
And it’s the law.

urday, For information, call 6X-
5208, -

© JOEY'S .

Leo DeFour will perinnn Wednes-
day-Saturday, May 16-20, at Joey's
Comedy Club, $6071 Plymonth Read,
west of Wayne Road, Livonla. Sbow-
times are 8 p.an. Wednesdasy and
Thursday and 3 p.m. and 10:30 p.ra.
Friday and Saturday. Thuraday {3 o
smoking nlght. For information, call
2610555,

(-} LODNEV BIN

Leo DeFonr, Mark David and Bl
Bower will perform EHdAy—Salur-
day, May 19-20, at The Leoney Bin
at The Roxy, I-94 and Haggerty
Road. Showtimes are 9 p.n. Friday
and 8 and 10 p.m. Satorday. There's
a $5 cover charge. For tnformation,
call 699-1829. L

© MAINSTREET

Eevin Meany wlll perform at 8:30
and 11 pm. Friday and Saturday,
May 19-20, at Mainstreet Comedy
Showease, 314 E. Liberty, between
Division and Fifth, Arn Arbor. Tick-
ets are $13. Toesdzys are cpen mike
night, with a Comedy Jam at 8:30
pm Wednesdays and Thursdays.
Tickets are $3 and $8 respectively.
For informatjon, call $96-9080,

® MISSKITTY'S

Kea Evans will perform Thurs-
day-Saturday, May 18-20, at Miss
Kitty's Comedy Club, Long Branch
Restaurant, 595 N. Lapecr Road, Ox-
ford. Showtimes are 8 p.an. Thurs-
day, 8 pm. and 10:30 p.on. Fridoy
and Saturday, For information, call
628-8500.

© RIDLEY’'S COMEDY
CASTLE

‘Wayne Cotter will appear Tues-
day-Saturday, Mny 16-20, at Mark
Ridley’s Comedy Castle, 2593 Wood-
ward, Berkley, Showtimes are 8:30
p.m. Tuesday through Thursday and
8:30 pm. and 11 pm. Friday and
Saturday. For reservations, call 842-
9900,
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