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..Four contenders will square off
for two scats en the Farmington
Board of Educalion In the snnual
district election Monday, June 12.
Incumbents John Cotton of Farm-

. ington and Helen Ditzhazy of Farm-

Ington Hills are belng challenged by
John Akouri and Robert Ranney,
both of Farmington Hilla. The two

‘highest vote-getters will serve Xour-

rs 1o el

election ’89

cal educational Issues. Below are
cach candidate's responses to the
first six questions; the remalnder
will be printed Ln a later Issue.

MORE INFORMATION about the
candidates can bo obtalned at two

yejr terms on the

nop-partisan
e Obeerver sent

ghts:
May lB.TSme at

ta,each candidate, asking for rv.-
spqnses to 12 questlons on current To-

© Thursday,
:he Botsford lnn. zsooo Gracd Rlv;r.
n P

the Fnrrnlngwn Democrntlc Club.

® Monday, May 22, 7 pm. at O.E,
Dunckel Middle School, 32800 13
Mile Road, Farmington Hills.
sponsored by the League of Women
Voters-West  Bloomfleld/Farming-
ton Area and the American Associa-
tion of University Women-Farming-
ton Chopter.

This ycar's race has the largest
number of candldates since a school
board clection in 1985, when a
record 14 candidates filed to fill two
open seats.

Farmington trustees are paid $30

per meeting attended. The district
includm all of the city of Farming.
ton, much of the city of Farmington

_ Hils and a portion of West Bloom-

field Towaship,

PRECINCTS FOR tho school
board race are different than those
used In clty electlons, A map detail-
ing the school precincts will run
closer to the election, if readers are
unsure of where they should go to
vale. Precincts ave;

@ Precinct One — Farmington

ect 2 school

Training Center, 82000 Thomas
street. downtown Farmington.
® Precinct Two — O.E. Dunckel
Middle Schwl 32800 12 Mile, Farm-
Ingum
er Mid-

Three —
dle School, 30303 14 Ml!c. Fum\lng-
tnn Hills.

Four — East Mlddle

® Precinct M
School, 25000 Middlebelt, Farming-

tmsmés

ton Hllls,

For information about voting ab-
sentee, call the school board offices:
477-1300,

When incumbents Cotton and Dit-
zhazy ran for the board in 1985, Cot-
ton captured 21 percent of the votes,
followed by Ditzhazy with 10 per-
cent.

Gwr7 7HY ARE you ruonieg for
A the Farmiogton Board
of Education?

I am running for the
board of education because of my
slong Interest In and concern for
ildren and youth of all ages, most
ifleally in guiding the programs
vm::h belp them to develop thelr in-
&i¥idual physical, intellectual and
soclnl potentials.

. 2. Whas is your phﬂnuphy on the
rhle of public

Name: Helen Dltzhazy, 62,
Addresx: Tralee Trall, Farmington
Hills. District resident, 24 years.
Job: assoclate professor, Eastern
Michigan Unlversity.
Famlly: husband, Joseph; two chil-
dren and 18 exchange students.
Educatlon: bachelor's, master’s and
M.B.A., Michigan State University;
Pl’LD Unlvemty of Michigan.

g first four-y
erm on Fnrmlngwn school board,
past pmldml. county Youth for Un-

* On the role of puhlle education, 1
drmly belleve that 1f our demoeratic
shelety is to survive, we must contln-
W< to have chelee. A strong publle
sthool system is a necessary cholce
and an optlon which should continue
l.obc available to ali familics.

o 3 What is your opinion on open en-
roliment policles amang schools in
the same distriet?

. My oplnlon is that this is long
averdue. Famlles should bave cholc-
es within the local education district
they support with thelr taxes. This
wus not always possible with over-
crowded schools — but many dis-
tricts could excrcise the optlon to-
dy.

4. Wkat s your opinion on open en-
rollment pallcles among schools o
different districts?

=At this point, I think it woald be
bilter to Umit the open earcliments
@ the local school district. If two

: djgtricts should opt for a cooperative

n:mllubondve arrangement, they

chalr, 1872-80; Unlted
Way chair for small business in the
Jackson ares, 1986-87; Jackson 1990
board of dlreetors, 1988-87; Farm-
ington/Novi Soroptimists vice prest-
dent, 1979-82; member Rotary Inter-
natlonal, 1987-present.

Helen Ditzhazy

shouldn’t be prohibited from this,
nor should they be forced to do this
unless it 1s by a vote of the people in
the affected districts.

5. What is your oplulon of the
Highmeadow Common Campus pllot
project? What do yon propoese for the
foture, In relation to this?

1 belleve it was a good solution to
the 1,000 or so parents who opposed
redlstricting. ‘The currfculum is ex-
clting. Most of the staff s new and
enthusiastic. 1 can understand par-
ents wanting thelr children to stay
together — however, 1 would never

agatn vote for sibling preference.

6. What is your philosopby about
releasing information that may re-
late to attorney-cllent privilege?
About deallng with taxpayers of the
district?

Some attormey-client privilege Is
Just that. ¥ It Involves a sensitive
personoel matter, negotiations or
land purchasc flgures, it should not
be rel . Those items which are
used for public statements should be
open:to the public. As a Farmington
Hills taxpayer, 1 wish to be dealt
with {alrly and expect to treat others
{alrly too.

HY ARE you ruaning for
the Farmiogton Board

- of Educatlon?
- The Farmington
s@ool district is one of the wealthl-
cst school districls In the state,

. spending nearly $8,928 per studeut,

hnwwu-“llndml performance, as
easurad by MIEAP scores and bigh
school SAT scores, is disturbingly

asw,

Jor example, SAT scores for the
p district are 446 verbal
and 508 math as to 457

Nare: John Akourd, 23.
Address: Hearthstone, Farmington
HIlls, District resldent, 18 years,
Job: student, MBA candidate at Law-
rence Technological University,
Southfield.
Family: single,
Education: bachelor of arts degree,
Wayne State University; Farmliozton
‘Public Schools graduate.

Community: Republlcan precinct de-
legate, 1908, member, Farmington
Hills Commlttce to Increase Voter

irbal and 533 math as the average
sifres In the state of Michlgan. Qur
elementary MEAP scores are signif-
icantly lower than the surrounding
school districts of Livonia, South-
ficld, West B

<

Par 1989;
[ Ce ter F

Farmlington Hllls Board of Direc-
tors, 1889; producer, local access
cable televislon, since 1985; St. Fabl-
an video team, since 1938; member,

. nnd Novl

the

Arca
memher. county committee for He-
of

. both
- les and financlal resources of Farm-
ington cvmmunlty. 1 don't fecl that

the taxpayers, property owners,
and least of all lhe students of the
l-‘armlnglon district, are getting a
falr d

eal.

1t 1 am clected, I will be an effec-
tive pmponcnt in consldering
changes in curriculum and improv-
ing student performance as well as
enhancing the quality of our schools,

1 will attempt to reverse the pres-
ent school board’s system of belng
reactlve rather than pro-active in
providing a high quallty education
witk a more clfective use of school

resources,

1 will look to concerned parents,
srovcn educational professionals
ind community leaders for guidance
and essistance in the educational

prbc of our chil

.2. What is yoor philosophy on the
jie of public education?

AaPublic cducation Ls societal mvut-
ment in our most important re-
sBurce, our children. To accept
rifedlocrity in public cducatlon is to
agure medlocrity for our soclety,
our cconomnie system and our quality
of life in the future, The quality of
pliblic education should be a priority

overy level of government.

I belleve that the quality of educa-

h is ma; when the schools,
pirents, churches, soclal organlza-
llqm and communlty at large work

e
!?%’uhllc education should dz:vn[ap
cllturally literate citizens prepared
tg; meet the challenges of the 21st
ccn:nry I belleve that our schools
sSould have a more Individualized
-cfriculum 1n that each student
sipald develop to their highest po-
ential. Every student deserves to be
challenged and no lludcnt deserves
frustrated,
feel that uur’p\lbllc schools
Duld provide the highest quality
equcation feasible. 1 fecl the
F}mlnghm eommunl!y has already
plvided -the resources to accom-
$Qsh this and I want to be a part of
l)y!mpmvuntnt of our schools,

35 ee

\'l What 1s your oploken en opeo en-
réliment pollcics ameng sehools In
15 came dlstriet?

Y support the cancept of open -

publican Oakland
County,

rollment on an Intra<district basis.
An open coroliment policy between
schools within the same district has
been successfully implemented in
many school districts bath to glve
families a choice between education
alternatives and to act as a catalyst
for school improvement. It also bas
o long history 2s a mechanism to
help achleve school desegregatlon.

Open enroliment policies are con-
sistent with a phllesophy of giving
greater choices and autonomy to the
participants in the educational pro-
cess that have the greatest accounta-
blllty for the process: the students,
thelr familles and successful class-
room teachers.

Successful open enroliment poli-
cies are associated with prograrms
tbat give families not only a cholce
but an informed and free cholce. The
cholee should be made based on
complete and specific information
on each school and program with re-
spect to student cur-

John Akouri
challenger

futare, lo relation to this?

I believe the concept of magnet
schools, or so-called “common eam-
puses” to meet the special nceds of
students, is a good !dea. I also be-
lleve a school dedleated ¢o o curricu.

HY ARE you runolog for
the Farmington Board
of Edocation?

Four years ago, I an-

swered Lhis question by saying I felt
a deep sense of loyalty and commit-

Name: John Cotton, 65.

Address: Oakland Street, Farming-
ton. District reaident, 41 years.

Job; owner, The Travel Agent, Blr-
mingham; retlred athletle director,
Farmington schools; retired college

ment to the
and its schools, and that I believed as
a former educator, I could contrib-
ute to the continued stability of our
excellent educational program.

During my four-year term, much
has hoppened In our schools. We
hired a new superintendent, We have
returned to a dlstrict of growth. We
are building a new school for the
first time in many years.

We recaptured a school because of
growth, a pilot common campus
school was initlated with good re-
sults, an encouraging curriculum
and staff development program i3 In
place, and for 1989-50, an open
school concept 1s belng offered for
our senlor high schools.

I feel now that I must stay the
course and support these ventures to
thelr full fruition.

2, What s your phllosophy on the
role of public education?

Education is a function of the
state as deflned in the {ederal Con-
stitutlon and, therefore, is subject to
control and dlrection through the
state Legislature. Inherent in this
form of control is the betlef that pub-
lie education must be Impartial, sec-
ular, non-partisan and clossless,

The local school board has a man-
.data to provide equal educational op-
“portunities for all students. At no
time should the control of public ed-
ucation be far from the people.

The outstanding strength of public
education is that as long as it is kept.
close to the people, there should be
no worry about the perpetuation of
our democratic way of life.

3. What Is your oplnion on open en-
roliment policies among schools in
the same distriet?

1 supported the open enrollment
recommendation for our senfor high
schools beginning with the 1989-80

Wayne State U

Flmlly. wlfe, Lols; four morried
children.

Education: Wayne State Unlversity,
bachelor’s degree, 1947, and mas-
ter’s degree, 195Y; educatlon spectal-
ty earned, 1967,

Community: serving first term on
Farmington Board of Educatlon,
current president; foundlng board
member and past president, Farm-
ington YMCA‘ ruling eldcr, Red!nrd
Presbyterlan Church, 24 years; Sal-
vation Army, Furmlngum Advlsnry
Board; Michigan Athletic Dlrector of
the Year, 1975; founding board
member and first president, Michi-
gan Fellowship of Christian Athletes,

school year. I favor an annual evalu-
ation of thla policy.

4. What Iy your opinlon on open en-
rollment policles namong schools in
different districts?

In my opinlon, what has happened
In the state of Minnesota 13 truly re-
markable. But we should remember
that thls landmark educational
achievement was the result of the
leaderzhip of onc person, Gov. Rudy
Perplch.

*“Public school choice™ is & popu-
lar school reform concept, but the
Sury Is still out on whether it is the
panacea for all school problems.

5. Wkat Is your oplnlon of the
Highmendow Common Campus pliot
project? What do you propose for the
future, relating to this?

The Highmeadow project was an
imaginative program created during
a time of despair. An attempt at
redistricting students waa not popu-
lar — the superintendent and staff
proj the common campus, and
the rest Is history.

Highmeadow is a iwo-year pilot

John Cotton
incumbent

program. At first blush, it appears to
be very successfol. We must remem-
ber, however, that to a degree, we
have a manufactured environment
wlith an unusual amount of ingred-
Jents we do not find in our nelghbor-
hood schools.

The Highmeadow concept is not
for everyone. Many adminlstrators,
teachers and parents would not func-
tlon comfortably In that setting. An
fmproved tradtional school environ-
ment is thelr goal.

We must take what (s best in this
program and Infuse those qualities
inta our traditlonal school program.

6. What Is your philosophy about
releasing information that may re-
late to attorney-cllent privilege?
About dealing with taxpayers of the
dlstrict?

Privileged information does not
have to be released. Extreme cau-
tlon must be exerclsed in protecting
certaln  personnel and student
records,

In the flnal analysis, all requests
for information should be judged on
their own merit and a declsion made
based op the facts in the matter.

HY ARE you runalng for
the Farmington Board
of Edncation?

I am running for the
board of education because I belleve
that the Farmington school system,
being the property of all the cltizens
of the Farmlington Publfc School Dis-
trict, should serve the Interests of all
the citizens of the school district.

I ¢o not belleve that the general
publle, who pay for the Farmington
Public School District, should be told
that they cannot publicly question
members of the board of education
or school adminlstration officinls,
Nor do [ believe that the parents of
students should be prohibited from
observing classroom activities or de-
nicd the opportunity to Enspect the
cuericulum.

I do not belleve that a board of

of a school

Tum for the high student
may also be a good iden; however,
Highmeadow is a pllot program and
its success or fatlure vis-a-vis alter-
native programs in the district must

should draw a vell of secrecy over
its activities, denying the general
public information that is distributed
to select groups of preferred citl-
the averzge SAT

jectively and p
measured.

Although a large group of High-
meadow parents strongly support
the program at the school, there are
other Highmeadow parents that
have expressed concerns about the

project, partlcularly that a curricu-
lum for the high operative student
was not implemented,

Before expanding the program, 1
would prefer to evaluate the High-
meadow program in specific, mea-
sureable terms and involve a varlety
of tho use of

riculum, goals and

The choice should be free in that
open cnroilment should not be an
excuse for allowing anythlng less
than a full curriculum at each school
and n that neighborhood schools
should be allowed to become over-
crowded.

4, What Is your oplnlon on open en-
rollment policies among schools in
different districts?

Experiments in open enroilment
between districts are belng conduct-
ed throughout the country, most re-
cently In Minnesota, In Minnesota,

--students can attend any school in
apy district that will accept them.
The tax funding follows cach atu-
dent, Although the plan was opposed
by most Minnesota school
admlnistrators and unions, the plan
enjoys Incrcasing public support. '

1 have nn open mind on tho policy
and feel that wo should study the re-
:Jults aof programas currently In opera-

on.

% What Is your oplolen of the
Highmeadow Common Campus pilot
project? What do you propase for the

d testing at ali grade lev-
cls.

6. What is your phlicsophy about
releasing information that msy re-
fate to attoroey-cllent privilege?
About dealing with taxpayers of the
distriet?

Unless information that relates to
attorney-ctient privilege relates dl-
rectly to specific ltigation, 1 vlaw
that “tho community and not the
school board ls, in fact, the clicat,

If an atmmcy'n apinion 1 cited
uud publiclud by the board or ed-

mlgistration to uxnumee the public
as it was in the recent millage elec-
tion, the public deserves to get that
informatlon first-hand in an unequi-
vocn! and timely manner.

In general, taxpayers descrve to
sce that (helr tax dollars are wisely
spent and I would welcome taxpayer
nnd cltizen Involvement In our

0ola,

Nol only should school statistics
and data (e.g, all fisanciel data,
b\.dzeu, student performance) be re-

to the publle, thal release

zens,
scores for the district, or

Name: Robert Ranney, 36,

Address: Greenlng Road, Farming-
ton Hils, District resldent, 14
months.

Job: engineer, Michigan Consolldat-
cd Gas Co.

Femily: wife, Lisa; two children
ages 2 and 5.

Eduoestion: bachelor of sclence de-
gree, mechanical engineering.
Community: member, board of di-
rectors, Houston Chapter, American
Soclety of Mechanlcal Englneen!,
1986-87; arrangements cl

1987 Offshore Technology Conlcr-
ence,

beed Ranney

1 would support a limited open en-
rollment policy, except that I fear it
could be used to excuse the lack of 2
full at i dual schools

parents’ Inquiries with statements
like, “You wauldn't understand it.
It's very

The current boartl of education
bas chosen to serve the Interests of
favored speclal Interest groups at
the expense of the general publle. I
will, If elected, represent the general
public.

2. What is your philosophy on the
role of public education?

An education is one of the few
imperishable gifts we parents can
grant our children, It Is a gilt that,
once granted, can never be taken
from them. For this reason we, a3
parents, should do our best to secure
an excellent education for them.

It Is unquestionably in the interest
of our nation, both ly and eco-
nomically, to have an edmlgd pub-
lie, Thus, the parents and the publlc
have a shared interest (o the educa-
tlon ol all children.

Pubtlc education should be all stu-
deals, not just the brightest, not just
the average. The public school sys-
tem should challenge all students
and frustrate noe.

3, What ls your oplnion ca open en-
roliment policies among schools In
the same districts?

and, in the light of the board of edu-
cation’s “sibling prefcrence policy,”
would be used to accord superior ed-
ucatlonal benefits to self-serving
speclal interest groups,

It would be far better for all con-
cerned to have equally excellent ed-
ucation throughout a district than to
have open enrollment. I propose that
as a goal for the Fnrmlngtnn Public
School Distriet.

4. What is your opinian on open en-
roliment policles among schools in
different districts?

1do not favor open enroliment be-
{ween schools In different districts,
‘The emergence of such a movement
within a district Indicates the fallure
of that dlstrict's educational system,
‘The voters [n a falling school district
should remove, via electlons, those
responsible for the failure, rather
than placing thelr children in public
schoo] districts supported by more
conscientious citirens.

Regrettably, 1 sce the seeds of
such 8 movement here. Our average
SAT scores are below the Michigan
average, despito our per studeat ex-
penditures being the 11th highest in
the state. If the quality of our educa-
tion does pot improve and the par-
cota aro made to feel powerless, you

should bc
such roview, I bellovs l.hLl {s charace-
teristle of good government.

It Is my oplnlon uﬂt a compeumt may expect pressure for open enroll-
school tration  ment on an Inter-dlstrict bass,
would bs able to prvvlde Righ quality
education uniformly throughout a 5. What is your opinlon of the
didtrict the size of ours. A strong  Highmeadow Common Campus pilot
movement of parents o place thelr  project? What do you propose for tho
children o, or remove Ihelr cl\udren futare, in relation to thia?
h-om, a lcn The Righmead pllot project has
the parental eathus)-
quallly within (he dlnu-lct. asm that can be gencrated by tha se-

¢

rious efforts of educators striving to
deliver excclient education. This les-
son should not be lost.

It is unfortunate that the majority
of the o] gs at Highmeadow arc
now [llled by the children of parents
who sought special treatment for
thelr offspring at the expensa of the
general school population. I belicve
that educational resources should be

q! , and,
cannot support the contlouation of
the project unless the admission pro-
cedures are changed.

6. What §s your phllosophy about
releaning {oformation that may re-
Iate to attormey-client privilege?
Abaogt dealing with taxpayers of the
distriet?,

1 belleve that governmental bodles
should withhold Information from
the general public only when It s un-
questionably necessary to do s0, and
never merely to conceal mistakes. In
the case of attorney-client privilege,
information should only be withheld
in the case of, and only for the dura-
tion of, onxolng negotiations and titl-
gatlon.

‘The cwrrent admlnistration has
actively resisted releasing data nee-
essary to confirm compllance with
board resolutlons, and delayed the
release of the minutes of board
meetings, It has also been reported
to me that the Central Offlce has re-
slsted the dlsclosure of tho average
SAT scores for the school district,
of oducation

servants, It should never be lm'golr
ten that the taxpayers of the Farm-
::ms:h Pllabllc School District own

0 school system and g in
:L They should be Irul::&:ymmeeordlnr
y.



