Full-time force wol.ald double Hilis fire costs

By Joanne Maliszewaki
statf writer

Changing the Farmington Hills
Flre Department’'s combination
forco of full- and part-time fire-
fighters to a full-time depariment
would at least double the proposed
1989-90 $1.8 millien
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‘Whether people (residents) could
aflord it, that's the citizens’ decision.’

— Richard Marinucci
fire chief

lm:-cment of its nl]ﬂ, Mnrinoed

budget.

‘“Without an actual study, I would
esiimate that to provide a full-time
‘department, it would at least double
the operation,” city mapager Wil-
1lam Costick sald.

Fire department officlals belleve
the recent organized effort to en-
force Michigan State Firefighters
Unlon rules prohibiting career fire-

Union gets tough; 5
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Firefighter unions and some full-
tlme fire departmenta have argued
that the level of competency drops
whenever part-time firefighters are
used, Using part-time flrefighters
prevents the need to hire more, ea-
reer firefighters, accordlng to the
unlons, Volunteers or part-time fire-
fighters are not represented by the
firefighter unions.

McCOLL DENIES that Farming-
ton Hills is belng slngled out as a
combination department.

“It is not an attack on volunteers
or on any particular department. We
have slmply been tryiog to enforce
the rules for years. We are just ask-
ing lirefighters to fall in line."

But a letter from Michigan State

fighters from working off-bours as

pald on-call firefighters, is at least,

in part, directed toward combination
such as F

Hills.

In other communities with full-
time flre departments, budgets
range from $3 mitllon to $8 million

‘We have simply been
trying to enforce the
rules for years. We are
Just asking firefighters
to fail in line.’

— Larry McColt
president, firelighters union

service. However, times have
changed whereby we can no longer
coexlst and yet sth) exist.”

SOME COMPLAINTS are’ being
heard {rom the ranks of fircfighters,
desplte McColl's claim that he bas
n.z’-elvm only encouragement from
union

Unlon

publbhed in the sprhxg 1989 Issue of
Michigan Professional Fire Fighter
magazine says otherwlse:

“Firefighters had at one polnt
maintained a llve-and-let-live pos-
ture with regard to volunteers, part-
pald, call-back concept of the flre

“Iso't it absurd that the unlon can
take them away and the city who
hired them and pays their wages has
nothing to say about it?" Sue Philp,
wife of Farmington Hills part-time
firefighter Ralph Phllp, wrote in a
letter to the Observer.
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annually, Fire Chief Richard Mar-
inucc] sald,

“Whether people (vesidents) could
afford [t, that's the cltizens’ deci-
slon," Marinucel said.

THE DEPARTMENT'S request to
hire an additional full-tlme flre-
fighter in 1989-90 Is unrelaled Lo the

Ralph Phllp 1s a Southfield full-
time firefighter who worked aa a
paid, on-call firefighter in Farming-
ton Hills. He Hves in Farmington. He
is one of the five who resigned since
April 15,

Marinucel belleves that while the
unlon I8 trying to protect full-time
{irefighters, the reverse might hap-

pen.

“Full-time fireflghters are actual-
Iy In a supporting role. If there are
fewer paid calibacks to support,
there is less of a need for full-time
services.”

‘The flre chlef expects to begin the
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" hours of trainlog, An additiona) 157 |
hours is required to attaln the N&h‘

In the past, de; ts such as lorer:lvclllmwobomwmo(
Hills, bave becn critl-  training before steppiog onto a fire
by : “ol full-{ime- de-  truck.
ents for use of part-time
The move In Farmington Hills
fighters. Other K um!: lr"u: ;, hm’ all personnel .ghu.e Iﬂghat
fighters evel of com) biatved
fpers e ont s wel o 30 e o s o o
day. state-mandated training levels.

But Py Hills fire officials After recruit training of 90 hours,
have long fought those criticiams.  done in-bouse by qualified, certifled
“Onr peopll: are golng to contitue w staff members, mdl recrult must

to other obtaina
sald, g to the level first aid traln-
of tral.nlng provided for department

members.

5 firemen out

department’s  annual recruitment
drive a couple months earlier this
year because of the resignations. But
enforcement of unlon rules bosn't
"lamed us into any desperats acts,”

Mnﬂnw:l szld he will not stop
any ﬂmrlxmer, full-time or part-
time, who wishes to fight the rules,
But he doesn’t fecl it is incumbent on
the t to either hire or not
hire someons becauss be or she
works as a firefighter elsewhere.

“1f someone did apply and works
somewhere else, that's thelr prob-
lem,” he sald.
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ln 1988, a total of 16,713 mlm'
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clm!inz fire suppression, monthly
statlon drills, emergency nwdlul‘j
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preveation and fire investigation, ac 3
cording to the 1988 department -,
nual NW
rulmucn of five pald. on-
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