Homemaking class has changed

" Hy Casey Hans
staff writer

Growling out of the more tradition-
al home economies classes, Farm-
ington Public Schools' Life Manage-
ment program has expanded to in-
clude less time in the kitchen and
more time for learning coplng skills.

A major review of the program is
underway, as educators seek better
ways to teach all atudents, male and
female, how to handle Iife.

“We deal quite a bt with how

. kids . . . feel about It sald Ear]
Baumunk, dircctor.of vocatlonal and
career education. “The focus Is a Hit-
tle different.”

This shift bcgun in 1984 with a
change In state

program to “Lifo Management” last
year so today’s student would be
more comfortable in the program.
And impravements are continolng.

A four-year self-evaluation and
“action plan” guldes the stall, And
Just last month, the district went
through a major “peer review” pro-
cess, when a team of educators from
across the stale toured clesses and
intervlewed thosa in the middle
school and high school bulldings
about the program, Baumunk sald.

A FINAL wriiten report from the
team, expected in June, will offer
the dl:ldct suggestions on how to
better the program, Baumunk sald.
He expects much of the focus to be
on the middle school aren, whea Life

l‘armlng!on changed the name of lhe

Eateries, stores to be

Three {amlllar names will joln a
well-known health and beauty alds
store tn the remodeled former site of
Tally Hall at Hunters Square, 14
Mile and Orchard Lake Road, Farm-
ington Hills,

Marvin's Mechanlcal Museum, an

glns,
Margaret Cotter serves on the ad-

cuislne, and the Honey Tree, a res-
tourant with a Greek culsine, will
joln the 30,000-square-foot F&M
bealth and beauty alds store,

“Watch Us Grow!" proclaims a
sign in front of the 40,000-sguare-

visory board for the Farmingion
program, he believes programs ilke
Farmington's

i to-
+ day's schools to hemh brild
esteem.

sell
“There are (0o man;
day who are pot xcmux lt." uld
Cotter, a private counselor In Farm-
ington and teacker at Oakland
Communlty College. “1 really fect
strongly about what they're (Farm-
ington Bchooks) doing. Children have
{0 be taught self-esteem.
“Children do nced more than cal-
cu]lu in m'ﬂcr to survive in this socl-
et}

thelr school years; her Positive Liv-

ing Skills class at OCC hns been pop-

ular with adults for 10 years,
‘Traditional

me cs pro-

make declsions and managing the
from

y. L is
]nin mmer how you llve or where you
ve.

COTTER HAS had personal expe-
rlence with adults who dld not
recelve llfe skills fralning during

to adult-
hood.

THE FARMINGTON program i3
a requirement for middle school stu-
dents, and an elective offering in the
three high schools, The Farmington

in revamped plaza

pected to re-open this summer.
Tally Hall opened as a festival

food court in 1981, growing to 45

food booths in Its heyday. It closed in

January.

Last December, Robert Schostak,
vice president of Southflield-based
Schostak

sald: “It’s time for a change, The fes-

tival food court concept !s oo longer

an attraction for the m:g:rnlnwme

shoppers who dominate Hunters
Square trade are2.”

chabgeover at the former

busloess
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" district receives about tl.': No each
year to belp support the program.
Money s used for up—to-dal.e materi-
als, supplles and (n-service training
for the 12 Life Management teach-
ers.

About 1,200 students beneflt from
the conrzes offered each year, Ban-
murk sald. “1t can kave Ml;nﬂlcanl
impact on a pumber of kids.”

Baumunk zald the district is still
trying to avercome the “home eco-
pomics” label. It ls encouraging
more boys to sign up for classes,
which range from nutrition, commu-
nity work and teen lssues to one
called, “On Your Own,” which glves

cmimlum wvuwA
the growth of the whole MSVMyJ
end stabllisi;
ty of life,” sald a statement in the
irected ectlon plan, wh

suggesta the program eveatually 694
made g graduation reguirement. .. :

“These students pot suffictenily s
prepared for Uo's cxycdmw wille.
be greatly disadvantage -

Any changea
review team 4 be
this summer and ioto the new
year. They would passibly be tmple-
meated In the 1990-91 school year,
Baumunk added.

THE FAMILY PLAN
AT

entertainment center with old-time  foot slte, belng remodeled by AJ. rothers & Co., mansging  as or Loehmann's and the 34 +
amusement machines, Anita’s Kitch- -~ Etkin Construction Co. of F! - ageat for TaI]y a-u 's owner, Hunt-  other stores that make op the rest of Optlcal Plus
en, a restaurant with a Middle East oo Hills. The remodeled site is ex-  ers Square Limlted Partnershlp,  Hunlers Square, .
When Your Child Has A Complete
Medical Eye Examination, Receive A
FREE Palr Of Eyeglasses From Our
" . Wide Selection Of Children And Teen
ORCHARD-10 IGA Styles, Quality Vision Care is

Important For Al! Ages!
24085 Orchard Lake Rd.

MON.-SAT. 8-9; SUN. 9-5

DESIGNS WITH GREENERY
SALES « MAINTENANCE « LEASING« RENTALS»
REGIDENTIA!

Ofter Valld To July 1, 1688
i a COMMERCIA

Somse Rostrictions May Apply
Optical Plus

Southfield Tfenton -
352-2 5-5600 "

806
2811 Orchard Lake Rd. A Other locations 1- 800~248-4643
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