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Schoof

. There's an election, Monday,

vote
on’t bypass board election

1. SSST
June 12 — the most Farm-
ington school board election In years.

- There not only are four candidates
vylng for two seats, the largest field in four
ycnls, bul also a chalkboard-sized list of press-
ing lsst .“

Ahaut 70 percent of the taxpayers who live in
the Farmington school district don’t have chil-
dren enrolled in It.

No matter,

Fapmington Public Schools — boasting an
$85% million budget, 27 buildings and 1,400 reg-
utar employees — is way larger than many cor-
porations.

- The 10,700-student district’s responsibility is
lncalculable' educating our chlldmn for the

{ph 1, social, intell 1 and eco-
nomic rigors of the 21st century.

= It must never be forgotten that the schoot dis-
trlcl not only serves the public but is publicly
" owned. Facllities and equipment are community
“assets, The will of the people must prevall.

... This year particularly, voters owe it to the

...children of our community to vote in the annual
school board election.

The election will help decide a blueprint for

.the district — in terms of curriculum, technolo-

gy, facllities and staffing — for the 1990s.

WHAT’S FACING the district in the months
nnd years ahead? Hera's a sampling:

:< © Negotiating with the district's five bargain-
..ing unlts, including the 740-member teachers
*‘union.

@ Evaluating Highmeadow Common Campus,
,a 2-year pilot program that offers an enriched

-«curriculum and accepts students via a lottery.

© Responding to concerns about the guality
j~and application of programming for giftéd stu-
¢ dents.

© Setting attendance boundarfes for the
- planned new west-side elementary school.

: ® Ranking by priority and cost previously

: tdentified building improvements.

Bericht

centric All-Star program, the princlpals
of our local high schools pick thls area’s
best and brightest,

The All-Stars are selected based on grade
point average and natlonal college test scores.

This year, 16 students from Observer-arca
high schools are All-Stars. Twenty-seven others
have been named runners-up. A special section
in the Observer profiled them last week.

These are youths who are more than just bril-
liant. They are achlevers in many areas of llfe,
Very likely, they wlll be the leaders of tomorrow,

These are the students who prove that through
discipline, determination and a lot of hard work
achlevement i3 possible In every school district
— no matter how funding is determined.

Unfortunately, the Eccentric rather than the
Observer All-Stars were listed here last week.

EVERY YEAR through the Observer & Ec-

simple enough idea, could change the
face of America — especially in your
hometown elections. We believe it should

be given a chance.
| Middle America, the breadbasket of democra-
| ¢y, finds itself fealously watching as its franchise
a major r around the

s @AS‘TING YOUR ballot on the weckend, a

| world.

} Argentina, a ruthless military dictatorship just
, a decade ago, last Sunday elected its second con-
| secutlve presldent by popular vote. The normally
! aloof polltical leaders of the Soviet Union re-
| cently found themselves scrambling for votes
; (rom the di d, newly enfl Ised yoter.
' And In the United States of Amerlca, the 20th
. century defender of democracy, we sec voters by
| the millions staying home and letting a minority
| "of the minority of registered voters make the de-
, clslons. ‘

WE BELIEVE that the American voters, in
| general, are a pretty healthy bunch. Discontent-
| ed, true, considering the meager pickings from
- candldates and poorly scripted issucs. Bul the
- much vaunted ¢hanging American lifestyle atso
. has had an impact on how we work and play,
] Amcrlcms ‘do find thelr time at a premium,

The materialistic lifestyle, while certainly en-
" joyable, sways our minds away irom (he more
- patrlotic pursufis. Spending and consuming,
- b traweting, veorking and watching television have

Hgnis
Academic All-Stars honored

* High School, Alan L. MacNeill of Clarenceville

eekend voting
It should be given a chance.

l; gton Public Si
boasting an $85% million budget,
27 buildings and 1,400 employ

— ia way larger than many
corporations.

© Assuring cqually excellent learning oppor-
tunities at each school at each level to help ease
fears of elitism in 2 common campus seting.

® Introducing the technology advisory com-

mittee’s $2.3 million plan to bring and

other technology Into the classroom.
° Preparlng for possihle accredidation re-
the y and mlddle

schools.

® Improving SAT .and MEAP scores in a dis-
trict with one of the highest per-pupil expendl-
tures In the state,

® Lowering the dropout rate, now not much
lower than Oakland County’s average.-

® Promoling ethnic awareness to avoid the
cultural elashes marring some school districts.

® Assuring Farmington High's planned new
media center lives up to its progressive billing,
given a budget overrun that originally hit
$800,000.

® Resolving whether each elementary school
should have a science room and whetlier special-
ists or classroom teachers should teach elemen-
tary science.

® Bracing for school finance reform so it
doesn't force dIsmantling of district programs.

As the school year winds down, we urge the
school board to rededlcate itself to involving the
public, Debate should be encouraged. Informa-
tion should flow freely.

Meanwhile, 1-percent turnout in a school
board election is deplorable, Taxpayers who
don't care enough to spend a few minutes com-
paring the candidates and going to the polis
should expect little sympathy when they chal-
lenge a schoal board action.

Here are the 1989 Observer All-Stars in order of
ranking:

Anindya. K, Roy of Plymouth Salem High
School, Bradd . Szonye of Livonia Stevenson
High School, Sarah R. Andrews of Salem High
School, Jercmy D. Findley of Livonia Churchill

High School, Matthew D. Downer of Stevenson
High School, Viet “Tony” Le of Westland John
Glenn High School, Erik J. Sunday of Redford
Catholie Central High School, Mare W. Bockrath
of North Farmington High School, Lane T. Beat-
ty of Plymouth Cantun High School, Anthony A.
Mikulec of Catholic Central, John D. Mucller of
Redford Bishop Borgess High School, Ajay K.
Arora of Farmington High School, James E,
Hartoett of Canton High School, Yolanda Wu of
North Farmington and Robert M. Hutchman of
Livonia Frankiin High School.

taken precedent over paying altention to our
governmental duties,

And In a country where democracy comes
more casily than for most, it {s tempting to leave
gm voting to those with the time and the inclina-

on.

After all a military coup seems a faraway
nightmare for most Americans.

Unfortunately, this attitude has been especial-
ly tough on those elections that count the most,
the ones very close to home — school board, mu-
nicipal and statewide elections.

National journallsts were appalled that for the
first time in American history fewer than 50
percent of registered voters cast a ballot in the
last presidential eleetlon,

BUT AS those of us who labor in the flelds of
communlty journalism know, voters have bheer
staying away in much larger numbers wi.n it -
comes to overseeing their communlties,

Sadly, attalning u 45- or S0-percent ve.er
turnout In a local electlon would be considered
an overwhelming success in many cities and
townships

It is common for 3 or 4 percent of a local elec-
torate to decide the futurc of an educational is-
sue in a district or the tenure of a councl! mem-
ber.

So we suggest lhnt traditlon-bound electlon of-
ficlals break thelr bonds and make L easler for
voters to cast thelr ballots — on weekends,

Futuring: a good idea
if kept in perspective

EXACTLY WHAT is futuring, the
buzrword of Farmington Hills' Year
2000° Plan Steering Committee,
whose year-long misslon is to identi.
fy the quality of Life that residents
deslre Into the 215t century?

Take It from & man who should
know, futurist and strategie planner
Edward Barlow Jr,, president of
Barlow Associates of St. Joseph.

“The real benefit to futuring,” be
sald, “ls to provide people the oppor-
lunlly to get together and to develop
what we call a shared strateglic vi-
slon of the future, 8 way all of us can
move together into the future.”

So far, 50 good. But why should we
care about the future? As Barlow
suceinetly put it: “We will spend the
rest of our lives there.”

THAT WORLD of tomorrow, Bar-
low zald, “is golng to be very differ-
ent from the world we have known,”

Nu guestion abat thet.

Which leads to his premise that
the abllty to change will be a key

mental nlllludc about what Is out
there. And I think each of us has to

, have a zealousness about belng open

to informatlon that slgnals the need
tochange.”

Barlow doesn't shy from global
concerns — like Michlgan's average
hourly manufacturing wage of
$13.70 compared to $9.70 ln Japan
and $1.65 In Korea.

But by design, he dwelb on the
upheat, no doubt to make the future
more inviting. "Our courage and
" he said, will provide
“tlo go beyond where

we have been."
That's not only a challenge, but
ulso an , he sald,

element to thriving In
the 21st century,

“I think we need to recognlze that
it's OK to change,” Barlow sald. "I
think we need to keep a positive

HE'S CONFIDENT “we will cre-
ate that world of the 21st century

that will be exciting, peaceful and”

full of opportunities for everyone.”

No doubt about It: I admire the
hard-working, dedleated volunteers
— 150 strong — who are shaping
Farmington Hills' Year 2000 Plan.
City manager Wllllam Costick, who
thought up (he strategic planning
project, Is rightly proud.

The volunteers scem well on the
way to opening a window to the
“rapld and dramatlc soctal, econem-
ic and technological changes anticl-
pated over the next 15 years,” as
Mnyor Terry Sever put it

Their misslon — to, in Severs
words, “bulld by the year 2000 the
most livable city in the state of
Michigan” — s admirable. Stly, I
question why Farmington Hills
should be more livable than any-
‘where clse,

But I agree with Sever that it's our
responatbility “to bulld for and to
pass on to the next generation a bat-
;ﬁihquamy of lifc in Farmlugton

Our Children are going to be the
real beneficlarles of chalrman Jack
McDonald's Year 2000 Plan Steering
Committee - at least in my mind.

Bob Sklar is editor of the Farm-
ington Observer.

Farmington readers’ forum

Letlers must be slgned, original coples and include the address and tele-
phone number of the writer. Names will be withheld from publication only
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No pep rally;
students walk

To the editor:
At 930 am. Friday, May 12,

at
High School that hasn't happencd
slnce 1975,

About 250-300 angered students
got up and walked out of their sce-
ond-hour classes. Through the halls,
through the parkiong lot they went,
?ngl; the bleachers of the football

ield.

Seventy-flve percent of the faculty
was unaware of this student-orga-
nized walkout.

Senlor class president Bl Woo-
ster the word to the sentor
clasy carly Wednesdny momlng,
May 10, when It was apparent the
administration wasn't galnz to go
through with a pep assembly sched-
uled for Friday.

The heart of the problem occurred
in March whea the adminlstration
did away with slave day (a tradition

al FHS) because it was 100 disruptlve
lo classrooms. So slave day was re-

placed with splrit week. But also a
tradition at FHS is to end spirit week
on Friday wlith an all-school pep as-
sembly.

. Assistant prinelpal Norm Dickson
commented on hls perception of why
there was no pep assembly: “It is
very late in the season and most of
the sports are golng to be doca soon,
and teachers are preparing for fi-
nals.”

After 20-3¢ mmules of chanting,
“We want a pep rally,” the students

Dlck isham goneral manager

returned to their classes,

Principal Gerald Potter addressed
the students by saylng, “We were
planning to have an assembly all
along; we were just postponing it un-
tll It b clear which teams will be
going on to atate competition.”

Nevertheless, senjors have only
two weeks left of school before they
graduste,

So will the administration renege
on Lheir promise once agaln?

‘e shall see,
Lisa Rockafellow, stodent,
Farmingion High Sehool

Votingis a

‘valued right

To the editor:

What are tho shoes of freedom?
These aro the thoes of many famous
men and women: Susan B, Anthony,
Elizabeth Cady sumwn, Joan of Arc
George Washington, Al

- coln, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Sol-

dicrs of war have dled for us wear-
Ing the shoes of freedom.

One pair of shoes for your feet is
your voling shoes. This Is a palr
Irom tho freedom varlety,

Votlng. A simple right that we as
Americans have the right to do. For-
get which party you are with, In
other countries across the sea, how
many can you name have this right?

Here In Farminglon Hills, voting
is down. Many peaple go before the
city council and complain, yet whero
are thoy on votlng
inside that voting booth and pull that
lever, then you are uaing your best
tool used In protesting.

day? When you go

The shoes of freedom are the
bardest shoes to wear, We have so
many things that need to be done,
We in Farmington and Farmington
Hllls must send a message to our
varlous clty governments.

We can tell them that they are in
offlce because we the voters put
them there. We as voters should be
able to elect the board members of
the planning commission, We live in
America where many dled for us so

" that we can have thls right,

In the words of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., “Let Freedom Ring."” When
you go barefoot, think a minute,
what shoes need to be filled?

You and I along with mlluons of
other Americans can f1ll those
by vating. Thls is our right. So use Il

with pride.
Vernon C, Kielplaski,
Farmington Hills

Coverage
applauded

To the edltor:

On behalf-of thi. Farmington trt-
ists Club members, I want to thank
you for allowing our last-minute
publiclty to appear in the Observer.

We have a large following of area
residents who ook forward to our
exhiblts, We truly appreclate the
space you allow us and the support
you have continued to show our or-
ganlzation.

A =pecial thanks also to Loraloe
McClish for her continued efforts on
our behalf,

Moclea Leaning, president,
Farmington Arilsts Clah
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