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Mayor cries foul but | stand by coverage

FARMINGTON HILLS Mayor
Terry. Sover hus long sald he can
take the criticlam. But in the first
ruﬁuc test of his leadership, he cried
oul,

In a public attack at a city councll
meeting Mondny night, the mayor
accused the Observer and thls re-
porter of printing inaccurate storics
about closed-door discusslons and
negotlationa for land acquialtion.

With Sever's knowledge, the Ob-
server relensed informatlon May 8
and May 11 about possible land pur-
chases for recreation and an 18-hole
golf course, The stories
resldent Rosa Flum's legltimate con-
cerns and questions about the land
deallogs. The stories Included
Saver’s responses to those concerns.

When the puhllc reacted negative-
1y to the mayor's plans, Sever ran
for cover. Clearly, Sever Is using the
Observer and this reporter as a
scapegoat for the poor perception
the public has of the mayor and the

NY .

Maliszewskl

Hills City Council since 1983, I've
long known that public interest and
Deeds take a back seat to fragile and
troubled politlieal egos. That appears
the case here,

It's unfortunate that Sever and
council members bave neither the
courtesy nor the courage (o confront

e

Farmlngton Hills Clty Council,
‘That's not oew. Whenever the clty
council bas found ina

he was asked for details of the dls.
cusslons, negotiations and plans for
d

tight spot, it must be the Observer's
{fault or the fault of an interfering
resldent.

The waillng mayor charges that
the Observer Is misleading the pub-
lie. Sever also charges that thls re-
porter falled to glve him an opportu-

nd p near Quaker Valley
subdlvision and the city-owned San
Marino Golf Course.

Sever has pot questioned the accu.
racy of his quotes in both stories or
the facts he presented to the Observ-
er. Now that publle reaction has
backfired, Sever believes the storfes

nity to respond to Flum's

and concerns.
LET ME set the record stralght.
‘The mayor was d on sey-

eral occasions. The mayor was asked
his opinlons and hls reactions to
Flum’s questiona and concerns. And

“totally p his posl-
on.
I chalienge the mayor and his
g council col to speci-
{y what, If an; g, In the two sto~
rles ia inaceurate.

After covering the Farmington

School race no snoozer

THIS IS probably the most exelt.
ing school hoard race I've covered
here in Farmington.

This year, we truly have a race,

1t's the most competitive one slnce
1985, when twoincumbents chose not
run, leaving two seats on the board
open and prompting 14 people to flle
and 13 to eventually run. The two in-
cumbents running this year were the
two winners In that race.

At least In this year's race, there
are equal numbers of Incumbents
and challengers vying for two seats.
In the past several years, there bas
either been one challenger — or
none. Last year, the lone challenger
did not even respond to Observer
questions and never showed up for
his scheduled interview,

THIS YEAR shows more promise.
It also has a lot of people eyelng
the race with interest, given a suc.
cessful achool board recall in Troy,
‘lrned tax issues raising the public’s

The Farmlngton school district Is
also starting to negotiate contracts

¥ Casey
Hans

from 1 to 8.5 percent, even after
publicity on major Izsues. Last fali's
defeated bond Lasue drew only 5 per-
cent of the registered voters; the
successful January bond election
drew 8.8 percent — and that was af-
ter a concentrated campaign by area
parents.
e

senting four of the groups, last week,

But challengers John Akourl and
Robert Ranney also offer plenty of
good Ideas on any number of issues.
Tonight's and Monday's candidates
nights in Farmington Hills will glve
us & better fec] for how they really
handle lssues when put on the spot.

And because of the general citizen
unrest, people are talking about
elections like Farmington's. Some
belleve there might be a shake-up in
the power structure of not only this
school board, but other government
boards across the country.

PEQPLE SAY they are mad. They
want lower taxes. They want better

with four of Its

units this year, which always makes
for an Interesting election. A fifth
union s in fact-findlng. Incumbents
Helen Ditzhazy and Jack Cotton

They want more bang for
their buck,

I hear the anger, but don't know
how 1t will pan out at the polls In
Farmingtnn on Manday, Juns 12,

‘Traditlonaliy in  Far

were endorasd by th

&
ting Council PAC, repre-

school election turnout has ranged

1d there are about 55,000
registered, active voters In the
Farmington Publle Schools district,
even an 8 percent turout Is pretty
pathetic,

Some Incumbents belleve a low
turnout shows that voters are satls-
{led with the status quo. That's hard
{o belleve in a communlty where
hundreds of people have come out to
debate kindergarten, school enroll.
ment and boundary issues during the
past few years.

PEQPLE SAY (hey are angry, but
rarely do they speak with thelr vote,

This can be different. Read
about the candidates, attend a candl-
dates night or watch them on local
cable television, or call the candi.
dates directly.

Only through activity in the politl-
cal process can voters effectively
speak thelr mind, place thelr con-
cerns on the appropriate agenda, and
ged seanethlug dote,

Casey Hans is a staff writer for
the Farmington Observer.
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th per or thla reporter face-
to-face. They obviously felt their
greatest impact would be in the
councll chambers, particularly since
I'wasn't there to witness their public
attack against me,

Sever contlnued his attacks and
cries of inaccuracy In a May 16 let-
ter to the Observer, “I fully intend to
commiinieate to resldents that the
(May 8) article was totally lnaccu-
tate. I will not make any accusation
but will take full blame for my par-
ticlpating In the article,” “Sever

wrote.
THE MAYOR and the city council

When the public reacted negatively to.
the mayor’s plans, Sever ran for cover.
Clearly, Sever is using the Observer
and this reporter as a scapegoat for
the poor perception the public has of
the mayor and the Farmington Hilis

City Council.

are entitled to their oplnions. But [
stand behind my stories and any res.
ident's right to question eity officlals
and the right for those concerns to
be printed.

A reputation and credibllity for
accuracy and falmess is all a report-
er has as thelr clalm to fame.

Sever and the city council have at-.
tempted to damage this reporter's
reputation to divert attention away:
from thelr poor public Image. It
won't work. °

Joanne Maliszewski {s a stajf
writer for the Farmington Ob-
server. :

Focusing in on bus safety

The writer, Beverly Hi
is Farmington Public Schools su-
pervisor of purchasing and trans-
portation.

SEVERAL RECENT newspaper
articles have agaln raised the issue
of the safety of school buses,

Although the Farmington Observ-
er has published several Informative
articles this past year on the same
fasue, I'd like to briefly respond to
some of the recent questions we've
recelved at Farmington Public
Schools.

Yes, we have:

® Protective fuel tank cages on
all buses.

® Roof escape hatches and flbey-
glass fire protective seat covers on
buses bought in the last two yeara.

¢ Two new types of mirrors to
eliminate any blind spots in front
and alongside the bus,

E— Public Schools does ré:
quire; .

guest  Obtataing trafflc records fror
the state. N

column ® Interviewing and checking ref
erences. i

® Completing routine physical,

® A rule that .:amﬁuu are not al- m‘: i 8, vision, urinalysis
lowed to stand on the bus. - ”
® Bus safcty cach g training with district
year, tralner — usually ono month to slx
W “

i CYacuation drills semian- o Hond test conducted by Oak:
® Rating of excellent on the d Schools® testing team. ‘ R
Michigan State Police annual inspec- ® Enrollment in Oakland Sdmo!s?
tion for over 15 years in a row. safety echool for a l6-hour, exten;

@ Cooperative program with
Farmington Hills Police Depart-
ment to ticket drivers who pass
2chool buses when aignals are flugh.
1n;

g8
® Radio equipment on 2!l buses.

IN HIRING and training drivers,

Open your eyes and see just how many subjects are
coveted in Ihe new edition of e Consumer Informaton
§ Catalog. Il's free st for the asking and so are nearly

f hail of the 200 federal publications described inside.
Booklels on subjects like tinancial and career planning;
eating righ. exercising. and staying healthy: housing
and child caro. ledecal benetil programs. Just about

ying you

Consumer Information Center
Dopartment TD, Puehlo, Colorado 81009

Qi ne2o o ki, Wil ¥

sive school bus safety program. M
& Permanent chanffeur’s teense ¢
® Advinced tralning at Oakland

Schools 4 attended annually by al¢

most all drivers — minimal

ment é:t License renewal. s
L4 tinnous district {n-servicq

tralning on first ald, assertive disch

pline, special ed transportation, d"‘fl

Breast cancer i
can be cured in nlmost
90% of cases when

detected early. :
Coll us for informatios. !
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