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"As soon as Gov. James Blanchard

gns the new district library law,

¢ Farmington Communlty Library
will become independent and have
taxing authority,

Library trustees hope to recelve
the Farmington and Farmlngton
Hills city councils' support to bulld a
new maln Ubrary and ask voters for
a bond proposal and operating mil-
lage.

Passage of the distriet library
law, Scnate Bill 140, means that
cven without the councils’ support,

.. lidrary lrustees may ask voters for a
bond proposal for 8 new lbrary, ps
well as a tax levy for the two-branch
system's operations.

“We automatically have authority
status,” Lbrary director Beverly Pa-
pat sald, adding that she still recom-
mends council support.

Farmington ¢ity manager Robert

- Deadman agreed. “Without councll
support, it may be very difficult to
get support from voters,” be safd,
~.» Under the new law, library trus-
’I:I’eu are required to develop an or-
. ¥ankzation plan, Including whether
T five to elght members will be ap-
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/ polated or seven will be elected, and
whethier trustees plan to finance the
system with council appropriations
or voter-approved tax levy.

LIBRARY TRUSTEES continuc to
want to bo appolated by each coun-
cil’'s mayor, Instead of elected by the
public. Appolntment atlows the city
counells some contioulng measure of
influence over who sita on the board.

The library law actually clarifles
the role of the district library, of
whick the Farmington Community
Library was tho first such distriet H-
brary in the state. In 1956, Farming-
ton and Farmingion Township (now
Fi n Hills) passed a resolu-
tfon creating the lbrary district.

‘The new law permits lbrary trus-
tees to levy a voter-approved tax of
a mazximum two miila for Ubrary
purposes. An accompanylng bhl,
which also passed, called the district
llbrary financlng act, gives library
trustees authority to issue bonds and
borrow money, with voter approval.
Library trustees also may acquire
property and construct bulldings.

If voters approve a request for op-
crating taxes for the lbrary, each
clty’s budget 1s cxpected to be rolled
back an amount equal to the levy.

Autonomous library
to have taxing power

The.two clty counclls have collec-
tively appropriated about three-
quarters of a mill to the Library in
their proposed 1989-90 budgets. In
1985, Farmington and Farmington
‘Townshlp voters approved the mu-
niclpalities’ allocatlon of flve-hun-
dredths of a mill for Lbrary opera-
tlons for 20 yeara. In 1967, voters ap~
proved one mill for library
cxpanslon (within this period, the
downtown Farmlngton library was

bullt). In 1974, aiter Farmingten ,

Hills was incorporated a9 a clty and

moved to a budget based on state
ualized valuations, the voter-ap-

proved mitlages were stopped.

DEADMAN SAID last week that
nelther clty budget could accommo-
date the financlal operating and
staffing needs of a new main library
and the cxisting Farmington branch.

Sccklng independence and taxing
authority kso't new for the Farming-
ton Communlty Library. In 1979,
voters defeated twa library propos-
als ~— one for independence and a
second for a 1.5-mill levy. In the ear-
ly 1080s, the two councils denled re-
ggh:u to again place the Issuc on the

lot.

:New library would meet space

‘needs, leave room to expand

#/« A new maln library in Farmington
L il woild be designed to meet the
-3pace needs for patrons, bocks, ma-
,derials and technological services
Y through the year 2015:
I @ The existing 38,000-3quare-foot
Flibrary, 32737 12 Mile, was bullt In
£972 and was to serve pub-
i=3le needs for 20 years.

® From 1977-78 {0 1987-83, the Ll-
brary system has grown 80 percent
in circulation, 159 percent in refer-
ence zervices, 56 percent in books
and 3.8 percent In staff (full-time
equlvalent).

® The size of a collectlon Is the
driving force behind the gire of & 1l-
brary, The p ge of materfals

&+t' @ Mondays through 3

3,400 patrons walk through the Hiils

Flbrary doors. One-thousand patrons

i use the library in the seven hours it

~13 open on Saturday and durlag the
four hours [t is open on Sunday.

clreulating at any given time is tak-
en Into consideration when planalng
thesizeof a ubljary.

© By the year 2,015, Farmington
and Farmington Hills are expected

to have a combined population of
103,000.

® A proj new 78,000-square-
foot lbrary could provide room for
an estimated 3.25 volumes per per-
son to meet population needs of
2,015,
© Nincty-five neccent of the
arca’s residents use the Farmington
libraries exclusively and half are ac-
tlve users.

o Pre] plans are to in-
crease scating in the adult, browsing
and qulet room sections from 119 to
254 chalrs,

Farmington and Farmington Hills voters may
be asked to support a multimillion dollar bond
proposal and operating millaga Nov, 7 for a

above.

DOUGLAS £ SUSALLA/stalt photographer

new main library to roplace the cramped, more
than 20-year-old Farmington HIills library,

Trustees may ask for money
to build new public library

Continuod from Page 1

need for financial support from
Farmington and Farmington Hills,

RELATIVE SILENCE marked the
clty councll's reaction to library
trustees’ request for a ballot issue
and to plaas for a new llbrary.

* sitlon was not offered, but ng,ih%

was ovérwhelmlng support. But the
counclls agreed Ilbrary trustees and
library dlrector Beverly Papal
should firm up thelr plans for 2 Nov.
7 ballot fssue.

“We want your support. We real-
Ize the value of it,” library board
President Charlotte Yaverski sald.

Publle support for aoy lbrary
building and operating proposal ap-
pears oo hold. The clty counclls are
waiting for library director Beverly
Papal {0 propose ballot language,
exact dollar amounts for a bond pro-
posal and operating millage and pos-
sible sites for a new llbrary. The
goal s to get councll support by ear-
ly June,

“Unless a slte or multiple sites is

identtiled, it's golng to be difflcult to
know what to ask voters for,” Farm-
ington City Manager Robert Dead-
man sald.

FACED WITH scveral options
proposed by Troy-based architects
Minoru Yamasaki & Assoclates, li-
brary trustecs support bullding a
new main lbrary, rather than ex-
panding the existing 12 Mile llbrary.

““The board fecls this option Ls the
proper action for the long-term reso-
iution of our problems and the wisest
use of tax monles for expansion,”
Papal said.

Bullding a new facillty twice the
size of the existing Hills Ubrary is
one of three options proposed by the
architects, The estimated is about
$10.2 milllon, plus the costs of land.
Four undisclosed sltes are under
study,

A committee of council members
and library trustees — formed to
study the architects’ three options -
met twice but falled to reach & con-
sensus, Papal sald.

The committee discussed the pos-

sibllity of bullding a third branch.
But Papal told the city councils that
that move would only triple stafilng
needs

THE FINANCIAL costs between
bullding a new Ubrary and expand-
ing the existing main library are
“not appreclably differeat” Papal
sald. Long-term operational costs
could be less In a new, energy-effi-
clent bullding. Expansion of the ex-
Isting library would require an addl-
tional mechanical syatem.

A new building also would provide
better use and planning of publle
areas, which would require less of an
increase in staff. A new bullding also
would give opportunity to plan bet-
ter flexIbility for future needs, Papal
sald.

One option, at an estimated $11.4
million, called for expanding the ex-
isting Ubrary on 12 Mile. Another in-
volved expanding on property imme-
dlately west of the library for an es-
Umated $10.7 milllon. Both options
posed problems {n linking the exist-
Ing bullding with the addition.

It°s Fur Storage Time

T A MALTER FURS

Soon to move to West Bloomfield with
storage vault on premises.

AcBAALTER’S your furs

will get the best care.

* Deep pelt cleaning & glazing
¢ Expert Repairing
* Innovative Restyling

And all of this at the most
reasonable rates.

So Call MALTER FURS fora
¥ FREE Bonded Pick-up at 358-0850
21742 W. 11 Mile Rd. (Harvard Row Mall)
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PEN UP

Mr. Tim Putney will be in our Kitchen Shop
to sharpen your Gerber knives at no charge
to you. See our selection of Gerber cutlery
to add to your own, or to give as gifts,

Attend our Gerber Knife Sharpening Glinic
Wednesday, May 2%, 1 to % p.m.,, Livonia

Jacobsons

Wa welcoma Jacobson's Charge, MasterCard! VISA® and American Express?
Shop until © p.m. on Thursday and Friday, Untit 0 p.m. on Eonday, Tuesdoy, Wednesday and Saturday,




