Controversial sculpture gives
studenis lessons in @ntuclsm

By Casey Hans
otaff writor

Fifth graders at Wood Creck Elo-
mentary studled a  controversiai
plece of artwork en Northwestern
Highway this week, tying in recent
lessons on url perspectives and
getting some local current events in
the process,

"I see a buildlng In a swamp,” sald
one !uldenl standing before the
sculpture.

1 u:lnk he should have put It with
the front towards the street,” anum~

er added.

“It looks like a bunk of junk,” cx-
clalmed another,

The students were studying the
“Covington” sculpture by Bloomfleld
Hills artlst Michael Hall, who used
hls time living In Kentucky 2s an fn-
splratlon for hls artwork.

The plece slts on the front lawn of
a Farmington Hills office building at
30833 Northwestern Highway, In
which the sculpture's owner, Gllbert
Silverman, bas his off(ces.

Students who biked from thelr
schoal in the Wood Creek subdlvision

to ylew the artwork also saw several
pleces inside the SHyerman offlces
as part of thelr art studiea,

STUDENTS HAD ecently complet-
ed-2 unit on urban perspectives
where they designed model sculp- -
tures simllar to the “Covington” con-
cept.

No sooner had they flnished thelr
project, than' the Farmington Hilla
City Councll adopted a new artwork
ordlmncc - pmmpuad by debate
over the “C:

The new art program at Wood Creek
Elementary ‘strives to help children
with higher-level thinking skills to
analyze and evaluate in art criticism.’

— Jean Warner
art coordinator, Farmington schools

Under an artwork ordlnance co-

acted April 24, the Farmington Area

Arts Commlssion will pass judgment
on all art objecty that property own-
ers In non-single-family-residential
areas propose for their front yards,

The planning commission will re-
view plans and objects to assure they
meet ordinance requirements, One
art object s permitted per fromt
yard,

Farmington schools art coordina-

tor Jean Warner sald the local gov-
erament action dovetailed Into the
student’s studies perfectly.

FOR THIS fleld trip project, stu-
dents bad a list of nine questions
they were asked to answer as they

RANDY BORST/stalf photographer

Wood Creek El tary fifth g roview by art-
ists Murici Caslanis, John Balsley and Gary Kulak, a3 port of
thelr tield trip. Those sculptures are insida the offices of Holtz-
men and Hills Glibert also
owns the “Covington™ sculpture on the office's front lawn, fac-
ing Northwestern Highway.

o

type of musle would best illustrate

it, and why the artist designed it as
hedld.

viewed the “Covington”
Warner suggested they com
contrast arens while walking
through the subdivision, then with
observing the Nurthwauzm corrl-
dor.

They were {0 describe the subject
of the sculpture, think about what

It “Impressed the Importance of
an informed polot of view to make
acsthetic decisions In and for a com-
munity,” she sald, “Our new art cur-
riculum . . . strives to help children
with higher-level thinking skiils to
analyze and evalunte Jn art erigl-
elsm.”
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Landon Swanson and his fifth graden |lom wm Creaok Elo-

mentary observe the

on Nor

Paralyzed athlete shares
his struggles, triumphs

Man wins
2nd place
medal

Chet Kuskowski won a second
place medal in International water

skilng thls year — but his reward ° :

was more preclous than sllver.

The 24-year-old s paralyzed from
the chest down, since belng shot at
age 18, but continues to sirive and
make a dlfference with his lfe.

Ferest Elementary teacher Dodie
Harris, who Invited Kuskowskl to
talk with ber fourth graders at the
Farmington Hiils school about his
win and other lfe experiences,
called the visit “enlightening.”

“Hls whole attitude is that there's
life after paralysis,” xhe udd. “He
had the class spellbor

Kuskowsk} lhnn:d with the class
his silver medal won at the World
Disabled Water Ski Oomtpuﬂon in
Perth, Australia in March,
brought his specially designod it
ski” made of fiberglass and graphite.

Kuskowskl's trip was sponsor--*
Home Carc, Inc. f Dearber |
which Pat Smerend 4 Forest parem
and Farr i resldent, is the
chinf o offlcer. Home Care

al equlpment for use in
w..ne (o slek, older and physical
.y challenged people.

Harris invited parent Smereck!
and athlete Kuskowski to speak as
part of her regular "Parent Plazaze”
program, The discusslon of his pa-
ralysis tied in with an earlier clnss-
room reading assignment about a
phyalcally disabled viollnlst.

Asa treat, Kuskowski au-
tographed Home Care caps, which
were glven o each student.

Mystery writer to visit bookstore

With 10 novels, 1,500,000 coples In
print, 2 major motlon picture, and
*“The Rosary Murders” g,

Billboard's most-rented Pmm.
Father Robert Koesler of Detroit
has bullt a flock of loyal mystery

fans.
Now, Willlam X. Klensle brings
readers tho 11th title In his best-sell-

as art
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draws reaction from students. Each Wood Creek fifth-grade
class took a walking fleld trip to the sculpture this weeok after
study unit. .

an urban perap

Do choose

adventur
over boring
convention.
Stalk the city
in white cotton
twill. Safari
top. full skirt.
Black animatl
motit belt. By
wild Rose.
Sizes 4-14,
$118.

Jacobson's
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.nss0wski shows off the medal he won In the mon's ala-
lor. < -ent during a world watar skiing competition for the dis-
abled in March in Australia.

‘His whole attitude is that there’s life

after paralysis.’

Forest Elementary teacher

— Dodie Harris

ing serics of mysteries. “Eminence”
Is the story of tha congregation of St.
Stephen, a downtown Detrolt qursi-
monastery (hat scems” per-
forming miracles — and raking In
the dooatlons as well, As Father
Roesler investigates, ho takes bis
readers tho makeshlit alter
of 8t. Slephen's, -

Kienzle will be at tho Litle Pro-
fessor Dook Center, 37115 Grand
River at Halsted in Farmington, on
Saturday, May 20, from 23 pm. to
autograph copies of “Erninence,

The book is a tale about a curlcns'
flvesome, & priest and the four rellg-
ious brothers at St. Stephen.

H znd adminis- P P
trative assistant, Lori Tucd), sald be- 1 see a building in a
fore being brought to the Farming- swamp,’ said one
ton Hills offices, the sculpture gat in student of the

2 back courtyard at lheir former
business location on Lakser Road.

sculpture ‘Covington.’
The artwork has been highlighted in :

a pumber of publications during the
past eight years, she added.
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art

sculptures with fitth graders.

Jean Warner
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